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Documents found in the trunk
Unrelated to the claim to the Seton Title
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN THE TRUNK

This section appears to be written 
in Latin.  It seems to refer to 
Edward Milburn yeoman from 
Northumberland to be bound to Roger 
Robson of Burn, from the Grains 
Council for the amount of 100 pounds 
lawful English money.  It seems his 
executor and administrators signed for 
him in January 1621 AD.

No transcription of the documents 
below is provided.
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          To the Honorable Bonile at Morpeth
 

The Petition of the Church Warden’s over------ of Charlton was quarter in the Chapplery of 
Bellingham  Parish of Symonburn. I Humbly thoroth where as the Julia bitan together with 
the four and Twenty of Bellingham Chapplery did agree that each Constable ward should 
separately maintain their own poor and they having obtained an ardor of sessions to confirm 
the said Agreement and your Petitioner being returned as Churchwardens & advisor to look 
over the said Constable ward of Charlton wosh quarter got a warst to remove severall pordon 
not having a legall settlement in the said Constable ward but when your petitioners name to 
the said war t those portons not having legall settlements abused your Petitioners and told this 
plainly they would stay whether would or not and the landlord of some of these person’s being 
one of the Twenty four in the said Chappelry of Bellingham did also charged your petitioner’s 
to come into any of his ground to execute any such office and that he would better an hundred 
pounds upon your petitioner for         made your Petitioner & officials from executing their 
office, if such     is suffered the poor of the Constable ward Charlton       quarter will be    
numerous that the     Constable ward will be utterly ruined and your Petitioner’s Humbly begs 
that this Honorable Bank will take it into consideration and put your Petitioner into such 
Method as will do bar all such persons coming into the to Constable ward
         Tho J Conor 
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February the 26th 1709
 
Northumberland    The Information of William Laidley of Emblehope in the

s.d  County of y said touching the death of Mr. Henry Widdrington late
of Bellingham And the s.d Informt upon oath saith that
on Thursday the 21 day of February instant he this
Informt was traveling upon the Highway leading from –
Bellingham to Reedswood in the s.d County together with one
James Laidley Brother to this Informt and in a wood near
the highway he this informt heard a noise at some small
distance from the Highway but did not know the meaning
of it but proceeding a little further on their Journey he this
Informant Saw a man, running from a place where some
mens Cloath’s were lying in the s.d Wood towards Reedswood
& as this Informt did perceive had either a Hatt & a -
Perriwigg in his hand or a Perriwigg only, --
the Infomer ranoff -- positive and so came to a place
where a man was lying and took him in his arms.
This Informt did not see the man who was lying on the ground
till the other man took him up and asked him where he was
wounded but this Informt did not hear the man who was
lying return any answer. Where upon this Informant
asked what was the matter, but the said man leaving the 
hat & perriwing with him who was lying on the ground
went back to the same place from whence he brought
the Hatt Pewwiwing, & brought a Coate & asked the
other, if he would have on his coate, but the Informt
did not hear any answer given Then the man who
brought the Hat Coate etc., called this Informant to come near
and this Informant leaving his mare with his Brother
went towards them with what speed he could, and when this
inform came there did see the man who was lying
on the ground was Mr. Henry Widdrington but did not
then know the other, but he had blood on his face, and he saw
him take up a long sword which was lying near the said
Henry Widdrington and putting into the Scabbord & girt it
abt him
& asked this Informt who it was with him & desired this Informt to send him to the *
 * Dodd Heaps to tell the people who were at a Horse race there.
                & desired the informt take up the man
meaning the said Henry Widdrington & putt him on his coate 

 

http://goo.gl/TPdE2h

This document 
is also found in 

A History of 
Northumberland 

at the previous link.
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But this Informat after having seen s.d Henry Widdrington
being dead as he thought told the other he was dead. Upon
which the said man did run to his horse Gelding or mare
which was tyed to a tree as this Informant remembers
and this Informt went like wise his own mare By 
which time the other man mounted and comed a little past
the place where the said Widdrington was lying and looking
back spoke to this Informant and desired him to go to the
man and help him up and put on his Coate and this Informt
did run to the said Henry Widdrington again and having
seen him told the man it was too late for he was dead
This Dopon, believing him to be so, where upon the
man rode away towards Reedswood, but this Informant
did run to his mare, and rode toward a place called
DoddHeaps where was a great Company of men and shouted
to them & immediately they came and went to the place where
the said Henry Widdrington was lying, not quite dead –
but would not live long and that Informant thought. And after
the said Company came this Informant saw a
wound upon the left breast of the said Henry Widdrington
and if was said by some of the Company to be done by one
William Charlton of Reedsmouth in the sd County   --- And
this Informant having never seen this Wm. Charlton that he
knows him in his life, but once before that time; after 
having recalled his memory did believe it to be the
said William Charlton he had seen a little before as, the said
Henry Widdrington as aforsaid  And since that time one
Wm. Dodd of Carihwith told the Informant that s.d Wm. Charlton
did confess to the said Dodd he was the man that the Informant
came to as above.
 
Capts. Coroner  Allgood   William Laidley
           Coroner C----- E
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Sent ___________ 0:8:0
To Mr. Wade ____ 0:4:0
For Dinning  ____ 0:3:0
Washing  _______ 0:2:0
Washballs _______ :1:6
Gooseberries  ___ 0:1:6
For Stone Jarr  ___ 0:0:7
Letters  _________ 0:0:6

     Aug. 23,1709
Humphrey Hopper
George Saintes    their
   Retognrzances.
 

Northumberland.  February the 23rd 1709  Humphrey Hopper
of Leehaff Smith & George Sumorside of the Grooms yeomen
both in the County a foresaid      #  #   #   #   #
are favorally acknowledged themselves to owe & be indebted
unto our Soverirgn Lady Queen Anne the sum of forty
pounds a piece of lawful British money to be paid to
her; her heirs     upon Demand under Condition
that if the said Humphrey Hopper & George Sumorside
& every of their done personally appear before the Justises
of  Affizece Goale Delivery at the next Affizies to be holden
all tge Castle of Newcastle upon Tyme for the Country afores.d
then and there to deliver a sell forth their knowledge
following the death of Mr. Henry Widdrington late of
Bellingham in the County  grndeted and not depart
them without lycense if the Court E
Reroginrounce to be said or of to remain force

Taken & acknowledged
the day and year above said                            Hum. Hopper
before me
  T. Allgood Coroner   George Summorside
   Rome, Edg
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Wm Laidley
Information & Recogni.
ab.t  Mr. Henry Widdrington
 
 
  
1-16:5
      1:10
      1:10   3
 

 
1717   Geo Robson Long  thank
1710   Matt Robson Woodhouse 

      To Jab: Robson -   -             0: 13: 0
For a wart. to remove poor          0:   1: 0
For a warrt. to Summons --          0:   1: 0
Spout at Hexham Sessions         0:   2: 6
2 Journey’s to Simonburne        0:   0: 8
At Bellingham ab. Jab. Robson  0:   0: 6
At Morpeth Sessions                 0:   5: 0
                                                    1:   2: 2
Jan 31 at Bellingham
Abt Wm. Dodd  -    -                 0:   0: 6    

Elisabeth Dodd
    Widow
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This Indenture made the Eighteen day of January in the Second
year of the Reigne of our Soverign Lord George the Second by the Grace
of God of Great Brittain, France & Ireland King Defender of the Faith &
Anno --- [18 January] 1720.

Between Tho. Robson of Emlope  [Emblehope] in the Parish of Symonburne in the 
County of Northumberland --- of the one p.h & John Robson of Hawkupp hill in the 
said County --- of the other part Whereas the said John Robson by severall bonds 
stands bound with the said Tho. Robson & for his proper debts to severall persons 
& particulary to Tho. Hall of Birnoss in the s.d County in Eight pounds penalty 
Conditioned for payment of four pounds with interest att a day now past and to 
Edward Dodd younger of Linygrass youn by and Mr. Robson Charlton Conditioned 
for the payment of three pounds Sixteen Shillings att a day now past and to Gilb.t 
Dodd of Burnbank Conditioned for the  payment of four pounds & four Shillings & 
att a day now pat w.ek to Bonds are all standing out--- & unpaid And whereas the s.d 
Tho. Robson is Justly indebted to the Jn.o Robson for goods by him sold & delivered 
to the said Tho. Robson the Sum of four pounds one shilling of lawfull money of Great 
Brittain  Now this Indenture Witness that the said Tho. Robson as well for having 
harmless and ind-------- the said Jn.o Robson against all Loss & Damages that may 
happen to him by being bound in the s.d Bond’s and for satisfying & Ser--- to him the 
s.d Jn.o Robson the said sum of four pounds one Shilling so owing to him by The s.d 
Tho. Robson as a fore to and also for in Consideration of the sume of tenn Shillings of 
Lawfull money of Great Brittain to him in hand paid by the s.d
 
Jn.o Robson before the Executing hereof Hathe granted Bargained & sold & by those 
present doth grant Bargain & Sold unto the s.d Jn.o Robson his Executor Adm.ed 
& against all those Good & Cattle & Chattles hereafter in---- & expressed  & now 
remaining standing & being att Emlope [Emblehope] a fore said & in the Said County 
that is to Say one bay gelding one black mare seven cows Six Steers two rams Sixty 
Ewe Sheep twenty hog sheep one hay rick three beds with bedding one Cubboard one 
press two ---- two Iron potts to have and to hold the Said Good Cattle & Chattles unto 
the Said Jn.o Robson his Excutors Administatos & Assigned as his & their own proper 
Goods & Chattles freely quietly & peaceably without any Disturbance or hindrance 
of any person whatsoever and So that the Said Tho. Robson from all manner of 
Estate Rights Title Claims or Interest of in or to the same shall be utterly ---ed & 
debarred by those pro--- and the said Tho. Robson for himself & his heirs & ---- & 
----- all & singular the said goods Cattle & Chattles unto the said Jn.o Robson his 
Executor Adminstrator against all others will warrant for our defend by those to verify 
and the said Tho. Robson hath putt the s.d Jn.o Robson into the quiet & peaceable 
possession of all & singular the s.d --- by delivering him Sixpence in Silver in how of 
Seizure & possession in witness whereof the parishe above s.d to those present Justice 
interchangeably have sett their hands & sealed the day & year first above written
Sealed & Delivered in
the presence of us
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1723    In year    1723
  Bargined with Thomas Hosolip for the hinnage of the road through 
and draft cross he is to mon andnoind the hay and to ffadon the
bests that is thare and to plones all that I have mind and to share in     
me him and his wife and all thatcansahre  in his family and he is to 
worke anoy work that I have for him about this farmos the wages   is to 
give him is ton    and thare follows and ton coneots of   and three conols 
brg and ton pocks pos and three    all had to any about those farmes.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mark th  durp  mas Broker bohed and the 13th

Memorandom of the Bank gosof meirden Bank is ten quarters and half 
quarter of William Charlton 4 quarters and ten pecks

fawory the
21 was  tagoy
hakoy bolled

fawory the 9 day
was a Brown Batkod

why Bolled-

the 5 days before 
canamols day 
and no man

Mark the first 
day and no 

money
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Bargined with Codbort Robson for the year 1732
boarding of sid nad and ho is to hoard all the shop that
I have a mind to put thar somor and wonter and ho-
Is to keep the Said that they call John to sit with
them all somer and tak car of tham that ---
all wontpr and to hoard the march batwon tho –
Road hough and sidwod and to hoard tho noret I put
thare in forig time anf if any bries he is to fodon tham
in wontor and I is to narse the haulf of the hay
and he is to have the rest of hay and stro and so in
and he is to pay mo two pounds and fourteen shillons
and all loss and repairs of horses and he is to mon
win and    up mino and to boton days at roadho
ugh hay in on his self abost.
____________________________________________
Borowed and Recd this twenty Eight of Novmber
1732: from William Charlton of Roughthill tho Sum
of five pounds ten shillings lawfull monoy of Great
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Tho dead that I have received From Robert 
Robson is __1 m  man hie 
Bargined with Rabon Bonnot for the year 1733
The wages that is to give him is on con and 
falor of his onor And on of mine that has no 
calf or ton that houses calfs And tnonty shop 
and tan Banrols of otoes and ton Banrols of big 
and if I hier a Lad ho is to moat him the Ono 
half your and him his nifo and barnsare all
Tied to what tha can don and if the wife refuse 
he is to Hyor In hor room and in my will 
tenpicks of pos
Quarter and half
of Black phisk.
and two dozen of
motard botons
 

Memorandum of Agreement betwixt
Wm. Charlton of Baughthill  Jo ---
of Hexham for building a house 
      16 yards long
4 yards high 3 gabels 1 door 5 windows
3 chimneys stones for door wind
& chimney pweos & boamfilling y famo
    10£
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 
Memorandum of  Agreement betwen Wm. Ellet
Of Lonuton and me for all the carpenter course work
That is for coppling sparing and dorments disin
Half rund and lain and wondon Lintels and dors
Lintels and chimleys possoss and ontorv dors
And outer dore and skafolts makin all the course work.
       2£
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 July the 14th 1757.  Borrowed and 
Received from William Charlton of 
Redheugh by Mr. Walter Armstrong of 
Whitchester the Sum of Three pounds 
lawfull Money of Great Brittain which 
said Sum I do hereby promise to pay 
unto the said Wm. Charlton or to his 
Order upon Demand With legall Interest 
for the Same as Witness my Hand.
 Witness          his
Matt Charlton         Walter  X Armstrong
          mark

Editor’s note:  The following three notes are 
written on the back of the above receipt.

 November the 15=1760
Rec’d from Walter Armstrong
On pound on shilling in part
of this not but no Interest.
October the 29:1765
Rec’d from Walter Armstrong 
again on poring in part
of this not  but no interest.
Recd by me Wm. Charlton
November the 21=1767
Recd from Walter Armstrong
on pound nine shillings 
and rem’ds unpaid up
of this not Sevon Shillings
   Totall 00=11=00

Walter Armstrong of
Knowhead, Note 3₤

Paid the within Note & sum
all to 11sh.

Jully 14:1757 till Jully 14:1760 three pounds
Paid Interest come to ---00=  9=00
1765 Interest 5 years tno pounds 00= \\=00
1767 Interest 2 years on pounds 00= \=00
Interest paid up and all but 00=11=00



16

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN THE TRUNK

Copy                            Cafe,
A Bill of presentment made and exhibited by John Smith and Robert Candlish the Chapel-
wardens of the Chapelry of Bellingham in the Parish of Simonburn in the County and Arch-
deaconry of Northumberland to the Right Worshipful John Sharp, Doctor of Divinity Arch-
deacon of the said Archdeaconry at his ordinary visitation holden in the Parish Church of Saint 
Nicholas in the Town and County of Newcastle upon Tyne by and before him on Tuesday the 
Ninth Day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty two [1782].
    We the Chapel wardens above named – do hereby present and certify that a Part of the Chancel 
of the said Chapel of Bellingham of  ones said was some months ago unroofed by the win that 
windows in the said Channel are much broken and in a very shattered condition that said Channel 
is in other Parts much out of Repair and by reason of the ruinous Condition thereof and more 
especially of the said Roof and window the Communion Service and other Divine Offices cannot 
with propriety and due Decency be performed there in that the said Chancel is daily becoming 
more ruinous and requires immediate repair -  And we do further certify that upon making strict 
and careful Inquiry it appears to us that the Reverend James Scott, Doctor in Divinity, Rector 
of the said Parish of Simonburn is chargeable with the Repairs of the said Chancel and ought to 
repair the same and that we have caused an application to be made to him and acquainted him 
with the state and Condition of the said Chancel and requested him to put the same into proper 
Repair and that he hath hitherto refused or at least neglected so to do -  We do therefore hereby 
present the said James Scott for refusing suffering the said Chancel to be in some Parts thereof in 
a ruinous Condition and to be in general much out of Repair and for refusing to repair the same 
or at least neglecting to keep it in proper and decent repair and fit for the orderly performance of 
Divine Service there in – John Smith, Robert Candlish, Churchwardens. ~
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    Since the above Presentment the Rector causes the following Case to be laid
before Dr. Wynne which with the Doctors Oppinion he has transmitted to 
the Archdeacon of Northumberland.

A. is possessed of a Rectory in which there are several Ancient  Chapels 
of Ease none of which are mentioned in the Instrument of Presentation 
to be announced to the Mother Church. –The – Inhabitants of one of the
Chapelries call upon the Rector of the Mother Church to repair the Chancel 
of the Chapel of Ease belonging to them which is in a ruinous Condition,
will swear (tho’ the Fact may be directly otherwise) that all former 
directors have maintained the same.
2. Whether of Right the Rector is bound by Law to repair the Chancel of 
this Chapel.
A. I think that a Rector is not of right bound to repair the Chancel of a 
Chapel of Ease within his Rectory – Wm. Wynne, Drs. Com. 3 June 1780.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    The above case being deemed unsatisfactory the Archdeacon requests your opinion 
on the following state of it.
    There are at present two Chapels in the Parish of Simonburn one of them, the Chapel
of Bellingham  is of very great Antiquity having existed perhaps beyound 
time of legal Memory, is about 6 or 8 miles distant from the Mother Church      and
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and Marriages, Christenings, and Funerals have all along been performed there 
for the inhabitants within the Chapelry in the same manner as if it were a Parish 
Church.  But it was never augmented nor in any manner served.  The Rector 
appoints the Curate pays him his salary and receives all great and small Tythes 
Oblations Obventions---- within the Chapelry in the same manner as in the rest of 
the Parish.
     The Inhabitants of the Chapelry have always repaired the Chapel. – There are 
some tho’ few, Instances of Repairs done to the Chapell within the Remembrance 
of Persons now living, but at such Times the Repairs were done by the Rector and 
the general Reputation of the Neighborhood is that the Rector for the time being is 
obligated to keep the Chancel in Repair.  There is no instance of any Repairs being 
made to the Chancel by the Inhabitants.
Qu:  Under such Circumstances above stated is the Rector obligated to repair 
Bellingham Chancel?  And will the Inhabitants in general within the Chapelry, be 
competent Witnesses to prove the Rector chargeable with the Repair thereof?  If not 
will those Inhabitants be competent Witnesses for the purpose who are not rated to 
Repairs and other Expenses incidental to the Chapel, either by being exempted from 
Rates by Vote in Vestry or as not occupying any House or Land usually rated?
Answer  - I entirely agree with Dr. Wynne in the general Petition that the Rector is 
not bound of common right to repair the Chancel of a Chapel of Ease within his 
parish whether it be Parochial or not;  because it was originally a mere matter of 
Indulgence to the Inhabitants of that District.  Particular Custom however maythrow 
the Repairs upon the Rector but this being contrary to the ordinary course of law, the 
Anus Probandi must lie solely upon the Inhabitants.  The proper mode of proceeding 
therefore would be to call upon the Warden of the Chapelry to show Cause why they 
as should not be Obligated to make the Repairs who must either comply with the 
Injunctions Of the Ordinary or favour the Custom which lays it upon Rector.  In 
such a Case they will produce what Witnesses they think proper and should those 
be Inhabitants who are Rated to the Repairs the Court will judge of their Credibility 
from the manner of their deposing…though I should much doubt whether any 
effectual objection would lie to their Competency as they would stand much upon 
the same footing with witnesses in Question of tythes who from the Necessity of 
the Case are frequently taken from among the Parishioners.  In the Course of such 
a cause the Rector will have a Right to give in a defensive Plea, if he should think it 
necessary by means of which the whole truth may be brought fully before the Court 
who from the Evidence before it will then be able to judge on which side it lies; 
but upon the whole I do not conceive that the mere assertion in the Presentment 
would be a Sufficient  Justification of the Archdeacon to proceed first  against the 
Rector, but if the Wardens and Inhabitants of the Chapelry should chose to become 
voluntary Promoters of the Office against him the Court has nothing to do but to 
hear them and determine according to the evidence as it may hereafter turn out.
      The Bever Coll: of Advocates
       Drs. Com.   July 5, 1782
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 5. To Mr. John Smith
      and Mr. Robt Candlish
               Chapelwardens of
                     Bellingham
                           North’d

Gentlemen,     Bamburgh Castle, Jul. 25, 1782
Dr. Scott has taken one Opinion and I another relative to the Repairs of your hancel.  
I have enclosed copies of both for your Perusal.
     ‘Tis so uncommon a thing for the Rector of a Parish to repair the Chancel of 
a Chapel of Ease, that the whole Burden of the Proof will be thrown upon the 
Inhabitants of the Chapelry.  The suit may continue two or three years; and then if 
the Court for want of sufficient Proof shall give a Decree against them, their costs will 
probably amount to a larger sum than would repair the Chancel in its present state; 
and they would be also obliged to repair it at last, and at a greater expense too, as it 
would be by that time in a much worse condition than it now is. But I leave it entirely 
to the Inhabitants to act as they shall think proper; and am, Gentlemen,
                                            Your Obt. Humble Servt.

   I. Sharp
 To the Chapelwardens
         Of Bellingham
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 Bellingham Chapel Fees

An account of the Ancient Fees due to the Priest, & Clerk of 
Bellingham Chapel ---/ for Burials, Marriages, Churching of Woman
& Registering Children as they were Certified to me by John Ridley, Clerk. 
December 21, 1782.  For Burying in the Church, 1sh to the priest & 15d. to
the Clerk,  Do in the Chancel, 10sh to the priest & 5 sh to the Clerk. ~ 
Do in the Churchyard, 6d. to the priest, & 7d. to the Clerk. ~
For marriage if Both parties were living in the District of the Chapel
1sh, to the priest, and 10d. to the Clerk. ~
If neither of the parties lived in another Parish, then they paid 
double fees; and the priest was entitled to 1sh, over and above
his Fees for granting a Certificate to the party within Bam. District. 
For Churching a woman 4d. & for Registering a Child, the Clerk has 20.
 The above account I believe to be a true one, of the Ancient Fees
   of Bam. Chaplery; For That it from both the Rev. Mr. Mattison
   Harrison and John Ridley, Clerk.
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Memorandum of an agreement made this 2nd day of February 1801 for 
the Building a Draw  Kiln upon the Rooking Farm to the Following 
Dimensions (viz) 20 foot in height 8 foot in front on the top between the 
Pillers and the lining of the kiln 3 ½ foot in the Bottom or Shafting part 
and to scale gradually to within 3 foot of the top to the Width of 14 foot 
and 3 foot plum on the top of the scale with 16 foot of Butment or Wall 
from the outer most Pillers and to have 3 eyes or cart ways for drawing 
out the Lime the remainder of the Butments or sidewalls to be raised up 
with clods or sods to make efficient cart room for Banking Hones or Coals 
on the top of the Kiln the same as my other Kiln in the country to have a 
Cundit round the Bottom with 3 foot lining of wall round the Back part of 
the kiln and the whole of the building to be fill’d with Stone and Lime.
 
Also, for the Building of Two Cottage houses upon the said Farm one 24 
foot long, by 10 foot wide, the other 
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16 foot long by 15 foot wide and Seven from the side wall the undertaken 
to find all the Materials for Walls as well as Roof, Doors, Windows, and 
Thatching exceted also another Cottage at the Lime Kiln 24 ft. long by 15 ft 
wide and seven ft, high in the side Walls finding  all Materials and Walling 
for the Walls only.
These Building are undertaken by Wm. Renwick and James Baptie which 
they bind and oblidge themselves to perform at the 12th day of May next, 
and for in consideration of the above performance, above named John 
Ridley and Wm. Charleton Bind themselves to pay to the above named 
Renwick and Baptic the sum of 88₤ by equal payments every 14 days after 
the Work commences and is carry’d properly forward.  As witness, our 
hands the day and year above mentioned.
 

William Renwick     John Ridley
James Baptie           William Charleton
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NEWCASTLE.-ON-
TYNE

JY 11  1842 A
Mr. George Seaton

Saddler
Bellingham

Newcastle,  July 10, 1842
Independent Order of Rechabites

Peace & Plenty The Reward of Temperance

    Sir
 Health and long life to your Lordship 

although you have not got any food for the 
mind. It is not your humble servants fault 
the first thing I did was to go to the agent 
he would not give a farthing of discount on 
the half volume and the parts was out of 
question so after reasoning with a person in 
the book line I went and got 3 volumes in 
parts and took them to the Binder and you 
will have them on Friday.  First the agent had 
no more -- but will try to get them as soon as 
possible they will only cost you three pence 
per volume more neatly bound in half calfe.
      Fishing = I was at all the Coachmaker 
and they have not anything of the kind and 
any of the men known to take the small bit 

would lose their place but it can be got cheap  
I could not get any pipe near the size I saw at 
a fishing tackle maker and told him he said 
that the Brass for rods was cheap enough and 
lance wood that the Coach maker used was 
not worth anything for what you wanted it 
for and the best way was to buy it for fishing 
rods and in the cutting out of you rods you 
would get the best pieces.  I have to go off to 
Edinburgh tomorrow but will be back befor 
many days. write and let me know which 
way I can serve you.
  I am Dear Sir Yours Truly, 
Charles Ed Stewart
 To George Seton Bellingham  
 30 Hill Street,   Gallow=gate   
 Newcastle on Tyne
N.B. will you have the goodness to give this 
note to Mr. Spark  (CES)
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366:18..2
 We the Churchwardens and 
Overseers of the Parish of 

Recd. y.______ day of______ of A.B. sole 
Executor of the last Will and Testament of C.D. 
late of _____ & I deceased the sum of Sixty 
Pounds, in full of a legacy bequeathed to me, in 
& by the last Will & Testament of C.D.  Recd. in 
full of all Demands.                               By me E.F.
Witness    G.H.

Mr. G. Seaton
 Sadler
     Bellingham
R. Hedley

80. Percy Street   Nov. 11th [est. 1850]
Dear Sir,
     I have received a letter from you 
this morning in which you state 
that you want the Report of Lady 
Hewleys Legacy, we have not  got it 
and unless it is published in London 
I fear we shall not be able to get it: 
however we will write for it and if it 
is to be had in London will get it for 
you and send it probably the week 
after next if to be had.  We bind 
books at about the following rates, 
an 8  volume strong by ½ bound --- 
2/ whole BD.  3/ :12 mo 1/6  ½ b --  
whole b—2/  if very thin rather less if 
very thick rather more – they should 
be well bound. 
     We are just going to write to John 
and I will remember you to him.  He 
is at present at Rigg near Greatera 
Green.  Our Presby together with the 
Presby of the Scotch Church have 
taken up the case of Lady H’s Legacy 
and are trying to get it out of the 
hands of the Unitarians.  I am glad to 
hear that the Station is succeeding so 
well.            I remain
              Yours Truly,    J Bresca
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Christmas  1852
List of the Government formed by the Earl of Aberdeen

After the ignominious downfall of the Derby-D’Israelite faction
 

First Lord of the Treasury, Aberdeen  Judge Advocate General – Mr. C.P.Villiers
Lord Chancellor-Rolf Lord Cranworth  Lords of the Treasury  {Mr.Sadler
Ch: of the Exchequer.  Mr. Gladstone        Mr. Bouverie
  Secretaries  Home   Lord Palmerston  Secs of the Treasury   {Rt.Hon G. Hayter
         of         Foreign   Lord I. Russell      Mr.I.S.Wilson
      State      Colonial  Duke of Newcastle  Joint Secretaries to    {R.Lowe Esq.
  Admiralty------Sir I. Graham   the Board of Control   A.H.Layard Esq.
Pres. Of the Counsel----Earl Granville    
Lord Privy Seal---- Duke of  Argyle  Vice Chamberlain – Lord E. Bruce
Secretary at War --- Mr. S. Herbert     
Pres: Board of Control – Sir C. Wood  Treasurer Household – Earl of Mulgrave
Firs Com: Public Works – Sir W. Molesworth    ___________________
Without Office   The Marquis of Landsdowne
          The above for the Cabinet-  Vice Chancellor  Sir Geo. Turner has been
        ____________________________    appointed one of the Lords Justices of 
    Appeal in the Room of Lord Cranworth -
Pres: Board of Trade -   Mr. Cardwell
Pres: Poor Law Board – Rt. Hon. Baines
Ch: Duchy of Lancaster – Rt. Hon E. Strutt  Sir Page Wood succeeds Sir G. Turner
Lord Lieut of Ireland - Elliot Lord St. Germains      as Vice chancellor -   
Sec: for Ireland – Sir I. Young
Lord Chan: Ireland – Rt. Hon  M. Brady  Mr. Keogh I.C. Solicitor Gen: Ireland
Att: Gen: Ireland – Mr. Brewster
Lord of the Admiralty – Hon: W.F. Cowper  Mr. Granville Berkeley Secretary
Sec: of the Admiralty – Mr. B. Osberne    to the Poor Law Board –
  Under {      Home   {  Hon: H. Fitzroy    
Secretaries  Foreign     Lord Wodehouse  Mr. Moncrieff Lord Advocate
  of State      Colonies   Mr. F. Peel    of Scotland
Attorney General  -       Sir A. Cockburn
Solicitor General  -        Mr. Bethel
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I have had Mr Charlton down to pay for a cow he got 
at Lord Jate, one Birhly & he were join’d in a note it 
shd have been paid in Septm last, & Tho. Robson brot 
it with others that had not been paid I send them to 
an Atterney to cause payment, now I fear Ind has got 
a bad partner but his part was 14£ & he only paid me 
10£ saying he wanted to much of you for a Cow,  I 
rather dis-trusted him, Sir I suppose it the law  Mrs 
Ioll got, I wish to know from you how this is, for I’m 
at a loss what to say to the Attorney about it
     I also wish to have a time respecting Mr. Robley 
How much I’m to have of him as the matter was left 
layan, as the fellow is still draining out his dirty water 
upon my ground, therefore until I hear from you I 
can not proceed against him

To the Trustees of
Mr. Milburn Place Chaple

The Trustees of Milburn Place
1853
August 20th Chaple
  To George Walker Mason
for Repearing the Chapl
to hair Lime 7 Barrows 0 10 6
to Forty tiles  4 2
Earl hire by English  1 9
Labour 9 Days 3/4 2 7
Labour the Boy 0 9 9
 2 18 6
 



29

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN THE TRUNK

Here lies the remains of Isabel,
wife of Will. Wilkinson of 

Belford
who died March 19, 1826 

aged 73 years.
Also their children 

John died 1787
Francis died April 18, 1791 

aged 1 year

Grave marker of Isabel Anderson Wilkinson (1753-1826)
Parrish Chuech of Saint Mary’s — Belford, Northumberland

Photography and Transcription by 
Gillian Marjorie Dunsomre and 
her husband Graham Shipton

ggshipton@tiscali.co.uk
Gillian is a 

fourth great grand-daughter of
Isabel Anderson Wilkinson 

(1753-1826).
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William Wilkinson 
1754-1828

married
Isabel Anderson

1753-1826

Francis Wilkinson
1792-1835

m. 1811
Catherine Anderson

1791-1877

Catherine Anderson Wilkinson
1814-1899

m. 1835
George Seton Walker

1804-1860

Catherine Seton Walker
1852-1935

m. 1886 
George A. G. G. Gymer

1857-1920

Estelle Seton Gymer
1888-1937

m. 1908
Henry Harrison Hancock

1884-1956

Winton Seton Hancock
1910-1983

m. 1937
Leslie Faye Hite

1914-1974

Stefni Seton Hancock Schwappach b. 1938

Anthony Seton Hancock b. 1945

Leslie Seton Hancock Burner b. 1947

Jane Wilkinson
b. 1818
m. 1842

Edward French
1818-1890

Gillian Marjorie Dunsmore 
b. 1946
m. 1969

Graham Shipton
b. 1941

Margaret Lishman Robson
1914-1972

married 1939
William Martin Dunsmore

1910-1988

Margaret Elizabeth Mary Lishman
1880-1964

m. 1907
Henry Stanley Robson

1877-1943

Catherine Eliza French
1850-1917

m. 1874
Thomas Lishman

1851-1918

sisters

first
cousins

second
cousins

third
cousins

fourth
cousins
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1834 Love Letter
to Catherine Anderson Wilkinson (1791-1877)

from her husband Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835)

Oct. 26th, 1834

Dear Catherine, 

Tho it is considerable time since I 
parted from you, I now embrace this 
opportunity of writing to you, for I 
am watched at home with whatever 
I do, and you must not expect in this 
or any of my letters, that I say fine 
things to you, I only indent to tell 
you true ones, my heart is to full, 
to be ceremonious.  If you think of 
me half as I do of you, it would be 
every hour; for you are never out of 
my thoughts; I hope you still hold 
the same mind, my dearest dear; for 
God will never bless you if you break 

the vow you made to me, as to your faithful F. C. W.  
I would sooner have my heart torn from my breast 
than it should harbor a wish for any other woman 
besides my Catherine, my dearest love!  You are the 
joy of my life; my thoughts are all to be yours; you 
are with me in all I do; and my hopes and my wishes 
are to be your only God said it to be so. My heart 
is like a poor bird which is hunted from her nest, is 
still returning to the place of her affections, and after 
some vain efforts to fly off settles again where all its 
cares and tenderness are centered; Adieu

And conclue me, your
Faithful love,
Till death.
F.C.W. [Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835)]
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Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835) of Belford
died June 21 1835 aged 43 years.

[also buried here]
Catherine A. Rogerson (1814-1899) 

eldest daughter 
died June 22, 1899 in her 83 year

Asleep in Christ.

Photography and Transcription by 
Gillian Marjorie Dunsomre Shipton

ggshipton@tiscali.co.uk
Gillian is a third great granddaughter of 

Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835) 
and fourth cousin to Anthony Seton Hancock

Cemetery and Grave marker of Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835) 
and his daughter Catherine Anderson Wilkinson Seton Barron Rogerson (1814-1899). 

Parish Church of Saint Mary’s.  Belford, Northumberland, England

Catherine Anderson Wilkinson (1814-1899)
widow of Seton, Barron, and Rogerson
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Belford  Sunday morning   June th 21, 1835 
Dear Nephew & Niece [Catherine Anderson Wilkinson Walker (1814-1899)],
I take this opportunity of writing you these few lines hoping they will find you 
Both quite well,  But I have the sorrowfull News to communicate to you of the 
Death of my Dear Brother & your Father [Francis Wilkinson (1792-1835)], 
who died this morning at half past 12 o’clock he was at Berwick yesterday & 
last night returning home,. Perhaps a little tipsy with a heavy laden cart & he 
had fallen off and the cart had run over his breast & crushed him severely, and 
Mr. Davison of Fenwick sent 2 men home with him & the cart, but died about 
2 hours & a half after he got home.  I have wrote Wm. [William Wilkinson 
(1813-1890)] likewise for fear some of you should not get some of the 2 letters, 
we will be glad to see any of you that can come to see him laid in the ground.  
Try to get to Newcastle by half past one on Tuesday for the mail, and I remain 
your Distressed Uncle

 Wm Wilkinson [1784-1869]
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October 1861
Marriage between Barron and Catherine Anderson Wilkinson Walker
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On the back of the picture of Francis J. Walker:

Dear Friends when I am far away I often think of thee
And think of hours I sweetly past Down by the rippling sea 
But since I’ve been so long away In foreign land have roamed
You shall not worry.  I will return To my happy happy home.
F.J. Walker to his home



36

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN THE TRUNK



37

FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

To all whom it may concern:
Know Ye, That F. J Walker in Company A

of the First Regiment of United States Lancers, duly enrolled and mustered into
the Service of the United States, is hereby Honorably Discharged from

such service, the Regiment being mustered out the 21st and 33d
days of March 1862.

Given at Detroit, Mich. March 24th, 1862
M Tillman

Lt. Colonel Commanding.

March 1862:  Francis John Walker mustered out of the United States Lancers
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

$78.00 coin San Antonio July 12th, 1869
Received of F. J. Walker seventy eight
Dollars in full for Surveying.

M. L. Meruk
Winess — Louis Brodowski
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

A
Remembrancer

of the
Confirmation

of
Catharine Walker

at
St. Hilda’s Church, South Shields.

By the Lord Bishop of
Durham,

On the Eighth day of October, 
1869,

and of her first partaking of the
Holy Communion, at

St. Hilda’s Church
On the 10th day of October 1869

Examined and Approved by
T. H. Chester, Vicar
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Catherine Seton “Katie” Walker Gymer (1852-1935)

Catherine proudly wore the mouring ring 
from her third great grandmother, 

Margaret McKlear Seton (1675-1714).
In 1733 Margaret’s sister gave the ring to 
Magaret’s son, Charles Seton (1711-1781)

The ring is in the possession of 
Anthony Seton Hancock.
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Second
Exch for 5 Sterling San Antonio May 17th 1870

Three days after sight pay this second of Exchange
(First and third being unpaid) to the Order of

Miss Katie Walker
Five pounds Sterling

Value received and charge the same to account of
To Mrsses Geo B Kerferd & Co.    Ur. obt Servts

Liverpool, England   John Twohig Esq
No. 94# 

1868 Mrs. Catherine A. Barron

Money
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DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

25 March 1870
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Letter from Brother Frank to his sister, 
Catherine Walker (Katie) 
Nov. 29, 1870

New Orleans, Nov. 29, 1870

Katie,

My darling sister.  I know you will 
greet this news with a thousand kisses.  
I am on my way home.  I expect to be 
in Liverpool by New Years I am on the 
Clipper Barque (?) Captain Holmes.  Now 
get your things ready for I won’t stay long.  
I’ve sent word to my foreman to send 
over a few more pounds.  But not more 
than 20 pounds.  I think you will get it in 
a few days after this so don’t deposit it in 
the bank as I don’t want to be delayed.

Receive this with kisses from your ever 
loving Brother, Frank

Excuse haste. God Bless you Katie
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

This page was written by 
Francis John “Frank” Walker

23 July 1872
I bot of Geo Kennedy
July 23. filed 5 Oc[lock] P.M. 
Deed Bk W-2 page 349 
year 1872. 25th day 
11.o’clock a.m. he bot 
of Caroline Hobely town 
of Homer Claimburn Parish, 
Louisiana in 1871.

Catherine Seton Walker [Gymer]
1870 England
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

5 May 1876
Deed signed by Francis J. Walker purchasing his barber business

in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas



48

FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

This was the place of business of Francis John Walker.  
“F.J. Walker” is written on the awning.  

“Baths” is written above the entrance and above the awning.
Photographer was Henry A. Doerr, San Antonio, Texas
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

George Seaton Walker,
(the younger brother of Francis J. Walker and Catherine Seton Walker Gymer,)

married Isabella Henderson (1852-1878)
on 28 August 1876.

Isabella passed away two years later.

August 1876:  George Seaton Walker marriage in England
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Wedding Song

Respectfully Dedicated
To  A.A. McDonald Esqr.
And his Beautiful Bride.
Chorus by full company                                 

repeat or double repeat at each verse

1st Verse  
Hurrah,  Hurrah,  Hurrah.
For this, the wedding day.
Of McDonald and his bonny Bride.
So let us all be gay.
May sorrow never cross their path.
As through this life they sway.
But peace, and plenty, love, and much 
Rejoicing.

1st Verse, to McDonald.
McDonald, although far from rich.
Yet, in his noble breast.
Is a heart, oh! Such a loving heart,
As ever woman blest.
He’ll work from both late and early,
In sunshine, or in storm,
To keep his wife both happy and rejoicing.

2nd Verse to his Bride

Now here’s to Kate, his loving Bride,
Endowed with modest grace.
She has such a pure, and loving heart,
And such an honest face.
And she has no false, affected, ways,
Like silly girls we see.
She is happiness, and love, with much Rejoicing.

Composed Written and Sung
By Francis J. Walker
San Antonio, Texas

Sept. 3rd, 1878

Francis J. Walker in San Antonio 1867-1881
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DIARY of Catherine Seton Walker

The good and bad days to get Married -
Monday for health,
Tuesday for Wealth,
Wednesday the best day of all;
Thursday for crosses,
Friday for losses,
Saturday no Luck at all.

  C. Walker
   San Antonio, 
        Texas,
 U.S. America

Leap 1880 Year

January 1st A dizzily day got introduced to 
Mr. & Mrs. Shepherd and also to Mr. & Mrs. 
Neff at Mrs. Shepherd’s, also Mr. Murphy.
2nd A cloudy but pleasant day.  Mrs. 
Sheppard & I had a nice long drive in our 
buggy.
3rd Had a heavy rain during the night, 
ceased raining about noon.  Brother George 
Seaton.  Left San Antonio yesterday, noon for 
Cheyenne with a drove of cattle.
4th A damp & muddy day.
5th Cloudy & very muddy.
6th Fine but muddy.  Sent two letters to 
England one to Ma and one to Cousin Katie 
Robson.
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January 1880 
7th A fine day. The mud is drying.
8th Fair weather, but still muddy.
9th Fair & warm weather.
10th  Fair & windy
11th A fine & warm day. We had Mr.& Mrs. 
Shepherd & Mr. Murphy spending the 
evening with us, we had a pleasant time.
12th A dizzily & cold morning, dried by 
noon, & a Norther sprung up.
13th Fair but cloudy.
14th Fair day. Called on Mrs. Shepherd, but 
she was not at home.
15th A beautiful day.
16th A fine & warm day, brother and I spent 
the evening at Mr. & Mrs. Shepherd’s. I got 
introduced to Mr. Nixon there.
17th A very beautiful & warm day.
18th A beautiful day.  Had Mr. & Mrs. 
Shepherd spending the evening with us. 
19th Morning foggy. Fine afternoon & 
evening.
20th Morn do----moonlight. Brother & I 
went & saw John Kellner married at the 
Episcopal Church.
21st Fine & cool day called on Mrs. S.
22nd A very beautiful day rather cool. Spent 
the afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s, had a good 
practice on the piano, got introduced to 
Miss. Raymond there. Frank Sadler, came in 
from the country this evening, got a paper 
from England.
23rd Very beautiful day.
24th began to rain about 10 o’clock this 
morning.  Stopped raining about 4 o’clock 
this afternoon, Frank Sadler went out to the 
country today, brother got him a place with 
Mr. Stanfield.
25th Sunny day, but very muddy.
26th Beautiful, but cool day, roads rough.
27th Fine day, met Mr. Sheppard when I was 
out riding.

28th Brother & I spent the evening at Mr. & 
Mrs. Shepherds.
29th A cloudy & windy day had a good 
practice on the piano.
30th Windy & showery.  Brother had a letter 
from Mr. E.W. Sadler.
31st Windy, cold & rainy.

February 1880
1st windy, cold, rainy & slushy.
2nd Very cold, windy & muddy
3rd Fair, but very muddy
4th Fair weather, the mud is drying some.
5th Cloudy & very cold, spent the afternoon 
at Mrs. Shepherd’s.
6th raining this morning.  Frank Sadler 
came in from Fairview this morning & went 
out to Mr. Parish’s ranch.  I had a call from 
Mrs. Skillman.  It began to hail a little this 
evening.
7th A dizzily day
8th A showery day.
9th A wet disagreeable day.
10th A foggy & dizzily morning, cleared by 
noon.
11th A damp morning, fair afternoon.
12th My darling brother, Frank’s birthday.  I 
got introduced to Mrs. Shepherd & Miss 
. Taylor both recently from England, had 
them drinking tea with me this afternoon.  A 
fine day, but very windy.
13th Fair, but windy.  Sent a Valentine to 
Miss. Storey at Luling.
14th Slight frost this morning, fine & windy 
in the late afternoon, moonlight night.  St. 
Valentine’s day.  Mr. Shepherd got a line ----
from my brother this morning.
15th Cold & frosty this morning, fine 
afternoon but rather windy a fine night, 
roads dry, but very rough.
16th Fine day but rather windy.  Mrs. 
Skillman called upon me today.  Saw Mrs. 
Shepherd from England this evening.
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February 1880 
17th Fine day.  I had a visit from Miss. M. 
Burns, this afternoon.
18th A cold north wind sprung up today.
19th Cold & windy.  Spent this evening at 
Mr. & Mrs. Shepherds, bro & I gave Mrs. 
Sapice??---.
20th A cloudy damp day.  Mr. E.W. Sadler 
came in from Fairview, rec’d a letter from 
Miss. Story.
21st A fine warm day.  E.W. Sadler, Esq. went 
out to Fairview today he came and bid me 
good bye.
22nd A damp & foggy morning, a fine 
afternoon & evening.  Bro & I spent the 
evening at Mr. & Mrs. Blacks.  Washington’s 
birthday.
23rd A damp morning, but fine afternoon 
& evening. Bro & I went & saw the Athletic 
Sports, at San Pedro this afternoon, we 
visited the Barns family and we paid Mr. & 
Mrs. McDonald a visit in the evening.
24th A nice pleasant day, returned Mr. & Mrs. 
McDonald’s shawl this evening
25th Windy & rainy during the night, but had 
a fine warm day.
26th A fine warm day.  Called upon Mrs. 
Shepherd met Mrs. Neff there.  I received a 
Valentine from Miss. Story also a letter from 
Eng. for E.W. Sadler.
27th A fine warm day.
28th A cloudy morning, a northern sprang up 
in the afternoon, followed by showers of hail, 
& rain.  Mrs. Shepherd from Eng. called to 
see bro in the evening.
29th A cold rainy, muddy day.

March 1880
1st A damp, muddy day.
2nd Damp & muddy.  Received a letter from 
Cousin Fanny, from Baltimore.
3rd Fair weather, but still muddy.  Sent a letter 
to Miss. Story at Luliny.

4th  A fine warm ay, trees are budding fast,  
Spring begins to show.
5th A fine warm day, Mr. E.W. Sadler came 
in from the country today, he called to see 
brother, & went out unto the country again 
this evening.  
6th A pleasant day, rather windy.  Brother 
gave Mr. Perry Thompson’s,  E.W. Sadler’s 
letter to give too him when he went out into 
the country.
7th A rainy morning had a shower of hail 
about noon, fair afternoon & evening.  Mr. 
Shepherd came in the evening for brother & 
I to go in his house.
8th A northern sprung up, a rainy morning.
9th A rainy morning, fair afternoon & night.
10th A cloudy dizzily day, I took Mrs.  
Shepherd’s shawl back too her, & stayed a 
while beside her & Mrs. Neff.  
11th A rainy slushy morning, fair in the 
afternoon, a starry night.
12th Fair weather, but rather windy.
13th A Northern, cold & windy.
14th Rainy & freezing
15th Fair, but cold & windy
16th Fair & cold, I visited Mrs. S. and Mrs. 
Neff, I got the loan of a book from Mrs. Neff.
17th  Fair & not so cold.  We got a letter 
from brother George from Miguel, St. 
Patrick’s Day.
18th Fine day.  I spent the afternoon at Mrs. 
Shepherd’s, brother & I spent the evening at 
Mr. & Mrs. Santteben’s ??
19th Fine day, I got my tooth filled with silver 
this morning, by Dr. Lemmon, brother gave 
our pointer dog Trilton, to Mr. Santteben.  
Mrs. Santteben called to see me this 
afternoon, I gave her a setting of eggs to set.

March 1880
20th A cool & rainy day.
21st A rainy slushy day.
22nd  Rainy & very muddy
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23rd Fair weather, but still muddy.  I finished 
myself a night-dress.
24th Fair weather but cloudy.
25th Fair weather. Got some butter at Mr. 
Santteben’s
26th Fine warm day.  Mrs. Neff & Mrs. 
Shepherd, called on me this afternoon, Mrs. 
Shepherd got the loan of one of my music 
lesson books, brother & I took a drive & saw 
Gen’l. Grant.  Mr. E.W. Sadler came in from 
the country this evening, a rather ---& night.
27th A fine warm day.  Mr. Sadler called to 
see me this morning, he accompanied me on 
horseback when I rode downtown at noon, 
he went out into the country this afternoon.

Easter 1880 Sunday, March
28th A fine warm day.  Brother  & I spent the 
evening  at Mr. & Mrs. Santteben’s.  I gave 
Mrs. Santteben a setting of duck eggs.
29th A fine day, Mr. Youngblood came in 
for brother George’s hammer, trowel and 
plumb rule.
30th Fair, but cloudy & rather windy.
31st Cool & cloudy with slight showers.

April 1880
1st All Fool’s Day,, a rainy day, thunder & 
lightening at night.
2nd Fair weather. Mud drying.
3rd A fine warm day.  I took a horse back ride 
to brother’s place of business this evening & 
saw Mr. Moss from Bambro, Mrs. Coppock’s 
brother.
4th My birthday. A fine warm day, brother 
and I called on the Santteben’s, & the Black’s.
5th A fine warm day.
6th Fair, but cloudy.
7th Fair weather, but rather cool.  I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s, brother and I 
went to the Farmers Hall to hear Wilhelmj, 
the great violinist play at night, it began to 
rain heavy when we were at the concert. I got 
a paper from England today.

8th A northern, rained & hailed all the 
morning, faired up in the late afternoon.  I’ve 
got a fearful cold.
9th Fair weather, but still cold.  I’ve been ill all 
day, with headache and fever.
10th Saturday, fair & cool, Brother & I suffer a 
great deal from a cold.  Brother got me some 
of Marners safe liver medicine.
11th Fine day, brother & I took a drive this 
evening and called at the Santteben’s, but 
they were not at home, we called on the 
Black’s & found Mrs. Black ill in bed.

April 1880
12th fine & warmer weather. I’m still 
suffering from my cold, brother’s a little 
better.
13th A fine day, but rather windy.  I took a 
ride on horse back & went & had dinner 
downtown with brother today, I went to 
the Post Office but got no mail, I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s & Neff ’s, Mrs. 
S. gave me a piece of pretty darned netting 
for under clothing.  I paid Dr. Lemon today 
for filling my tooth.  We heard from brother 
George, through Mr. Youngblood’s brother-
in-law today.
14th Fine day.  Spent evening at Santteben’s.
15th Fair weather  & very warm, called on 
the Black’s this evening, Mrs. Black is still ill.
Spent the afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s made 
a shirt on the sewing machine.
16th Fine ay, I took dinner with brother 
today.  I visited Mrs. Spurior, & Mrs. Green, 
this afternoon, Mr. & Mrs. Santteben 
brought us some butter from the country 
this evening.
17th A fine day, but rather windy. I took 
brother some dinner today.  Mr. E.W. Sadler 
drank tea at our house this afternoon.
18th A rainy morning, fine afternoon & 
evening, brother and I went out to Beitel 
Ranch today & had a pleasant time.
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19th A slight northern.  Mr. E.W. Sadler came 
& bid me goodbye, before he started for 
Kansas.
20th A fine day.
21st A fine warm day. San Jacinto Day.
22nd A fine day, I spent the afternoon & Mrs. 
Shepherd’s, we had Mr. & Mrs. Santteben & 
family spending the evening with us.

April 1880
23rd  Fair & very warm weather.  I rode 
downtown & had dinner with brother today, 
I got a paper from Eng., for E.W. Sadler Esq.
24th A fine warm day, moonlight
25th A beautiful day.  Brother & I spent the 
evening at Mr. & Mrs. Shepherd’s it being 
Mrs. Shepherd’s birthday.
26th A very warm day.  Went to Mrs. 
Shepherd’s & sewed some clothes on the 
sewing machine for the bath house.
27th A cloudy & showery morning, a fine 
afternoon, cloudy in the evening, a heavy 
rain & wind during the night, the river 
rose 10 feet & washed some bathhouses 
way, the wind blew several trees down.  Mr. 
Santteben, brought butter.
28th Fair, but cloudy & muddy.
29th A shower of rain in the morning, fine 
afternoon but windy.  Practiced on the piano 
at Mrs. Shepherd’s.
30th Fair, but rather cool, brother & I spent 
the evening at Shepherd’s it being Mr. 
Shepherd’s birthday.

May 1880
1st Thunder, Lightening, windy & raining.
2nd A cloudy, damp, muddy day.
3rd A damp muddy day.  Mr. Buckus, our 
neighbor got 1 day duck eggs to set at 30 
cents per dozen.
4th Damp  muddy weather.
5th Fair weather, Mr. Kenhue got two more 
settings of duck eggs.  Went to Santteben’s & 
got the butter, Mr. Santteben’s fourth child, 

little Ferdinand got his left eye bursted a 
week ago.
6th A fine day.  Frank Sadler came in from 
Boerne with a Mr. Toye. Frank introduced 
Mr. Toye to me.

May 1880
7th Fine day. Mr. G.D. Gould called to see my 
brother today. F.A. Sadler & Mr. Toye went 
out to Boerne today.
8th Fair but cloudy.  I called on the Burn’s 
family & also on Mrs. Skilman, her husband 
is very ill.
9th Fair 7 warm.  Brother and I went to the 
ice cream saloon this evening and had some 
ice cream.  I got a letter from Miss. M. Story 
from Morgan City this morning.
10th Fine day. Brother is busy fixing up his 
‘Bath House” for the bathing season.
11th A fine day.  Mrs. Shepherd & Mrs. Neff 
spent the afternoon with me.  Mr. Skilman 
died at 5 o’clock this morning.
12th Fine weather.  Captain Story’s wife spoke 
to me about embroidery work as brother and 
I were driving downtown this morning, we 
spent the evening at Shepherd’s.
13th Fine warm weather, I called Mrs. 
Shepherd this morning. I drank tea at Mrs. 
Shepherd’s & Neff this afternoon, brother & I 
called at Santteben’s this evening.
14th A fine day.  Miss. M. Barns called on 
me this morning.  I took dinner downtown 
today with Brother.  I got a paper from 
England today.  I did some sewing on the 
sewing machine at Mrs. Shepherd’s this 
afternoon.
15th Fair & cloudy, delightful cool mornings 
& evenings.
16th Clouds, morn, fine warm afternoon & 
cool moonlight night.  Mrs. Black’s third 
child, Eddie chopped off her baby’s index 
finger of the left hand yesterday the 15th, 
while he was playing with a hatchet.
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May 1880
17th Clouds, but pleasant weather.
18th Fair, but cloudy.  Wire was cut on bath 
house, bro. sent a paper to Eng. to dad.
19th Fair, warm, and fine moonlight nights.
20th Showery this morn., fair afternoon and 
night.  Called at Santteben’s tonight.
21st Fair weather, beautiful moonlight nights, 
bro and I paid a visit to the Burn’s, Mrs. B’s 
gave me a bottle full of new milk.  We got 
introduced to Mr. Bundy a nice man.
22nd  A beautiful day.  I finished a breakfast 
sack yesterday.
23rd A fine day.  Took Mrs. B’s bottle back 
to her, bro and I visited the Blacks.  I 
introduced my bro. to Mrs. Skilman this 
evening. The lamp globe and chimney broke.
24th  Showery this morn. Fair but rather 
windy In the afternoon and night.  Mr. E.W. 
Sadler came into S.A. (San Antonio) from 
the cattle trail this afternoon.  He went out 
to Mr. Dawes’s ranch this evening.  Mrs. 
Shepherd from Eng. called to see bro. this 
afternoon.
25th Windy weather, very warm in the 
middle of the day.  Mr. E.W. Sadler took 
dinner at our house today.  He went out to 
Fairview at night.
26th Cloudy & warm.  Mrs. Shepherd  Eng. 
called to see bro. today E.W. Sadler got a 
paper from Eng., for himself,  for me & 2 
postal cards for brother. E.W.S yesterday 
morning.
27th Cloudy, windy & warm. Spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s our neighbor.
28th Cloudy & showery morning, fair & 
windy during the day.  Called at Mrs. Neff ’s 
& Mrs. Santteben’s this afternoon.
29th A warm cloudy day.  I drove downtown 
with brother this morning.
30th Warm & cloudy.  Bro. & I spent the 
evening at Shepherd’s.

31st A fine warm day.
1st Fair, warm, cloudy & windy.
2nd Windy & poured rain, this morning I got 
soaked through when I went downtown, I 
saw F. Sadler & Mr. Toye at bro shop when I 
was there. Fair & windy in the afternoon.
3rd Cloudy but fair.  Bro bought me a dress 
and a pair of slippers this morning. Mrs. 
Neff cut the dress for me & I sewed it on 
Mrs. Shepherd’s machine.  I went to the Post 
Office this morn, but got no mail.
4th Fair but cloudy & very warm.  I rode 
to downtown this morn & I got a bottle of 
Pierce’s Anedical Discovery & Pellets.  I 
spent the afternoon at Shepherd’s.
5th I drove downtown with brother this 
morn, been cloudy all day, had slight 
showers this evening.
6th A fine day, we had the Shepherd’s & Neff ’s 
to supper this evening.

June 1880
7th Cloudy day & very warm.
8th Cloudy & showery.
9th Fair but cloudy.
10th Cloudy & windy.  Drove downtown with 
brother this morn, spent the afternoon at 
Shepherd’s.
11th Rained heavy during the night.  Fair 
during the day but very warm.  Did some 
sewing on Mrs. Shepherd’s machine.  I got 
the butter at Santteben’s, one of the Barr’s 
was seeing brother today.
12th Morn it is pouring of rain now at ¼ to 
12 o’clock & wind blowing strong, fair in the 
afternoon & evening.
13th A rainy & cloudy morn.
14th Dizzily & cloudy morn, warm afternoon 
& evening.
15th Cloudy & warm weather. I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s.
16th Fair & warm.
17th Fair & very warm.
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18th Dry warm weather.  I took dinner 
downtown with bro. today.  I called on Mrs. 
Spurines this afternoon and her mama, Mrs. 
Artz there.  Mrs. Spurior baby is very ill.

June 1880
19th A beautiful day & fine moonlight night.  
We got a letter from Brother George Seaton, 
from Somerset today.  I finished a dress for 
myself this week.  Our George came in from 
this evening & brought a pony with him.
20th A fine day.  Our George went out to 
Somerset today.  Brother bought me a pet 
coon today.
22nd A fine day, but dusty.
23rd A warm dusty day.  Miss Louisa Beitet 
called to see me this afternoon.  I took her to 
see Mrs. Neff.
24th Warm, dusty weather.  Mrs. Santteben 
& I went out into the country to Bennet’s 
Farms & spent the day there.
25th Warm, dusty & rather windy.  I took 
dinner with bro. downtown today.
26th Windy warm & dusty.
27th do. (ditto)
28th Cloudy & very warm.
29th Dusty warm weather.  E.W.Sadler called 
to see me before he went to Weatherford.  
Miss. J. Beitet called to see me this afternoon.  
She rode downtown in our buggy along with 
me in the evening.
30th Dusty & very warm, cool nights.  Mrs. 
Spurior’s baby died today – noon.
-(NOTE)  9 years today since I arrived in 
San Antonio.

July 1880
1st Windy, warm & dusty.  Took dinner 
downtown with bro. today.  I saw Mr. 
Shepherd and Neff today, brother bought 
me a half ‘Lottery Ticket’ in ‘Louisiana 
Lottery’, Number of ticket is (95-487).
2nd Dry windy weather.  I wrote a letter to 
Miss. Story to Morgan City.

3rd warm & breezy. Brother got some letters 
E.W. Sadler & F.A Sadler from England.
4th Still dusty, windy & warm.  Today is a 
great American holiday.  Bro. & I drove 
to “San Pedro” Springs this evening.  The 
Shepherd’s, Neff ’s, & Spurines were there, I 
was introduced to Mr. Lillie & Mr. Fields.
5th I drove downtown with brother this 
morning.  Mrs. Skillman called at noon, 
brother & I went and saw the fireworks & 
heard the speeches and met Messer. Repheal 
Periden, Allensworth, Black, & Fields, 
pleasant day.

July 1880
6th Still hot & dusty.
7th  & 8th  windy & dusty
9th very warm & strong breezes.  I took 
dinner downtown with brother and Mr. 
Santteben I got my horse shoed.  
10th Still warm & dusty
11th Cloudy, warm & dusty.  Bro & I visited 
the Scholer family this evening.  Mrs. Ullrick 
brought me some honey this morning.
12th warm & cloudy
13th hot and dusty day, moonlight
14th A warm cloudy day, had thunderstorm 
& rained a little in the afternoon.  I took 
dinner with bro. downtown today.  I got 
a Posted Card from E. W. Sadler, Esq. for 
brother.  We gave one of our coon, ‘Joco’ to 
Mr. Solcher’s children.  Bro. sent a Postal 
Card to E.W.
15th Warm & cloudy a slight shower in the 
afternoon. I visited Mrs. Ulriche this morn 
our new neighbors.
16th Cloudy, breezy & pleasant, a few slight 
showers in the afternoon.  We had Lizzie 
Solcher, visiting us tonight.
17th Cloudy, dusty & warm this morn. Had a 
slight shower this afternoon.  Mrs. Milburne 
one of our neighbors, called this morn to see 
about Cedar posts. 
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18th Cloudy & rainy day.
19th Cloudy & showery morn.  Had a heavy 
rain in the afternoon.  Mrs. Ulriche called 
and got some eggs, ½ doz.
20th Cloudy but fair.  I rode to the Post Office 
this morn & got a Postal Card from E.W.S. & 
2 papers from Eng., one for him and one for 
F.A.S. & also two do for myself, bro. & I went 
to the Episcopal Church tonight and saw 
General Ord’s daughter united to General. 
Trevino in marriage. Bro. bought a lot of 
grapes today to make jelly.
July 21st Fair but warm.  I visited Mrs. 
Shepherd yesterday afternoon.  Ida Layer 
came and got some eggs for her sister Mrs. 
Ullrick this morning.  I got the buggy 
harness cleaned today.

July 1880
22nd Cloudy, but not so warm, rainy night.
23rd It rained heavy during the night, cloudy 
but fair & cool today. Mr. & Mrs. Santteben 
called & got some grapes from us & also 
brought the butter this evening.
24th A beautiful day.
25th Cloudy but pleasant.  I sent Mr. Skilman 
some yeast cakes this morn.  Bro and I 
visited the Black’s this evening & then took a 
drive to San Pedro Springs.
26th Raining all day.  A soaking rain tonight.  
Mrs. Ulriche got the eggs today, I loaned 
Henry Millburn’s our ladder this afternoon.
31st It’s rained all the week until today.  Fair 
& --- shivering.  E.W.S. Esq. Came in from 
Boerne this evening.

August 1880
1st A beautiful day, but roads very rough.  We 
had E.W.S. spending the day with us.
2nd Fair morn, windy & rainy in the 
afternoon.  S. bid me goodbye this afternoon, 
he went back to Boerne.
3rd Fine day but rather cool Mrs. Ullrick 
came and got some eggs this morn.

4th Fair & pleasant.  I called on Miss. Lizzie 
Nichela, this morning. I preserved some figs.
5th Cloudy, cool & pleasant.  I took dinner 
downtown with brother today.  I called at the 
Post Office but got no mail.
6th A pleasant cool day.  Mrs. Shepherd sent 
word for me to go over to visit her.
7th Fair during the day.  Had a sharp rain at 9 
o’clock tonight.

August 1880
8th A cool fine day.  Bro & I took a drive to 
the S.P. Springs this evening.
9th A fine day.  Mrs. Shepherd sent her 
servant to tell me to go to her house this 
evening.
10th Fine day but cloudy.
11th Fair morns, rained in the afternoon.  Bro 
and I drove down this morn and got a chest 
of tea and some chocolate.
12th Cloudy morn.  I eat dinner with bro. 
today.  Rained a little this afternoon.  I 
visited Mrs.Shepherd this afternoon, it began 
to rain heavy this evening.
13th Rained heavy all day.  Bro stayed home.
14th Rained all morning.  Faired up this 
afternoon.
15th Fair, but cloudy & very muddy.
16th Fine warm day.  Mud is drying.  I cut 
some under clothing for bro. today.
21st Pleasant – all the week we had a few 
slight showers in the middle of the day.  I 
did some sewing for myself on Mrs. Ullrich 
sewing machine this week.  Moonlight 
nights.
22nd Fine day.  Bro and I went out to the 
Bennets Farm today & we met Mr. & Mrs. 
Copeland & their family there & we had a 
very pleasant time.
23rd Fine day.  Had a slight shower this 
morn.  E.W. S. came in from  Boerne this 
afternoon.  Will give me his last  visit??  Mrs. 
Shulte & Annie called to see me today. 
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August 1880
27th Showery the last three days.  E.W.S. went 
out to the country today.
28th Fair but cloudy.  Mr. & Dave Barnes, 
called at our house this evening.   I sent 
some grape jelly to Mrs. Barnes.  I drove 
downtown this morn with Bro & I met Dr. 
Bennett in the plaza,
29th  Fine weather but rather warm.
30th Fair & hot weather.  E.W.S. called to see 
me today.
31st  Fair & very hot, Went out to Bocena this 
evening.

September 1880
1st Hot weather, I took dinner downtown 
with brother today & bought a dress for 
myself.  I visited Mrs. J. Shepherd this 
afternoon.  I give Mrs. Ullrich some quilt 
patches this morning.
2nd Cloudy & warm.  I went to the Post 
Office but got no mail, we went to Santteben’s 
tonight and got the butter.
3rd Hot day.  I got papers from England this 
morn, some for the Measrs. Sadler & one for 
myself, I also rec.d a letter from Miss. Story 
from Hico, Hamilton, Co.  I did some sewing 
for myself on Mrs. Ulrich’s machine.
4th  A cloudy & showery morn, fair 
afternoon.  Mrs. Barns called to see me this 
evening & told me Mrs. McDonald was very 
ill.  I sent some eggs with her.
5th Morn fair & warm, showery afternoon, 
fair night.  I went to see Mrs. McDonald 
this evening I took her some eggs.  Mr. 
McDonald escorted me home.  I went to the 
Post Office this morn but got no mail.
6th Cloudy morn, rained at night.  I saw Mr. 
McDonald this afternoon
7th Fair weather.  Bro saw Mrs. Barns and 
spoke to her downtown today.
8th Fair & pleasant.  I got two letters for 
E.W.S this morn.  Mrs. Shepherd from Eng. 

called to see brother today.  I began to drink 
milk yesterday.
9th Fair weather.  I spent the afternoon 
at Mrs. Ulrich’s and did some sewing for 
myself.

September 1880
10th Fair weather & moonlight
11th Fine day.  I spent an hour or two at Mrs. 
Ulrich’s this afternoon.
12th A rainy day.
13th Fair but cloudy.  The Bendret Family 
spent the day with us, I took ill this evening.
14th Dizzily damp weather.  E.W.S. called to 
see us this morn, he came in from Boerne 
last night.
15th damp & cloudy. E.W.S. spent the day 
with bro. today & drank tea with us this 
evening.  Miss. Ida Layer called this evening.
16th Showery & muddy.  E.W.S. started out to 
Boerne this afternoon.
17th Sun shines today, roads dry but rough.  
I drove downtown for brother this evening, 
moonlight tonight.
18th Fair & warm.
19th Fair, warm, & cloudy.  Miss. M. Barns 
& Mr. McDonald paid us a visit ths evening, 
they came on horse back.
20th Fair & very warm during the day.  Had a 
heavy shower after dark.
21st Fair weather, roads rough.  Mrs. Ulrich 
brought me some honey this evening.
22nd Fine day.  I got a paper from Eng. 
today, I visited Mrs. Shepherd this morn she 
introduced her ma, Mrs. Edwards, to me.  I 
stayed a short while at Mrs. Ullrick’s this 
afternoon.  Bro & I spend the night at Mr. & 
Mrs. Shepherd’s we met Messrs. Edwards & 
Lilie there.
23rd Fair morn & night, heavy showers in 
the middle of the afternoon.  I took dinner 
downtown with bro I spent  an hour or two 
at Mrs. Ulrich’s this afternoon.



61

YEAR-YEAR

September 1880
24th Fine and warm this morn, heavy rain 
this afternoon.  I spent the day at Mrs. 
Ulrick’s, I met her sister Mrs. Bruce at her 
home this evening.
26th Fine day.  Fair & cool  a Northern sprang 
up this afternoon.
27th It rained  this morning but fair 
afternoon and night.
28th A beautiful cool day.  I visited Mrs. 
Shepherds this morn, I got a paper from 
England today.
29th A fine day.  I got a letter for  E.W.S. from 
“Hockhiem,” I took dinner downtown with 
bro.
30th Fine day, I met & spoke to Messrs. 
Barnes & McDonald this morn, I visited 
Mrs. Shepherd she got a fine baby boy this 
morn at 20 minutes past 1 o’clock.  Mrs. 
Barnes called to see me this evening & 
brought me some preserved tomatoes.  
E.W.S. came in from Boerne this evening. 
I made some hair clothes today & finished 
myself a dress also bro and I drove to San 
Pedro Springs tonight.

October 1880
1st  Fine day. E.W.S. & I drove to P.O. this 
morn, he went out to Boerne this afternoon.
2nd Fair but cloudy.
3rd rained heavy this morn, fair afternoon & 
night.
4th Fine & cool.  Mrs. McDonald died this 
morning between 5 & 6 o’clock bro & I 
went to Barn’s this evening to see Mrs. Mc’s 
corpse.
5th A beautiful day.  Mrs. McDonald was 
buried today, I went to the funeral.  This is 
E.W.S. birthday.  I visited Mrs. Shepherd 
this afternoon.
6th A beautiful day.  Mrs. Black visited me 
this afternoon

October 1880
7th A fine day. I eat dinner downtown with 
brother today, I called at Shepherd’s as I was 
going by today noon.
8th Fine day.
9th Cool & pleasant
10th A beautiful day.  Bro & I visited the 
Black’s this evening.
11th A fine day, I got a letter from Miss. Story 
this morning; I sent a letter to Miss. Story 
today.  Brother & I visited the Shepherd’s this 
evening, we met Mr. Edwards there.
12th Damp morning, sharp shower of rain 
this afternoon.
13th Cloudy morn, sharp showers this 
afternoon, a beautiful moonlight night.
14th Fine day. Bro & I had moonlight drive.
15th Fine during the day, I took dinner with 
bro today, I got a letter for E.W.S this morn.  
A Norther sprang up after dark with a 
shower blowing a perfect gale tonight.
16th Fair & cool weather
17th Frosty morn & cool day & night.  Bro & 
I went out to Bennet’s ranch this afternoon.  
We were introduced to Mr. & Mrs. Heap.
18th Cool & cloudy.
19th A pleasant cool day, I called at Mrs. 
Shepherd’s this evening & took her Ma, Mrs. 
Edwards a drive around town.  I got three 
papers from Eng. for the Mr. Sadlers.
20th  Beautiful day.  Got papers for E.W.S.
21st Fair & cool.  I bought two dresses for 
myself today.  
22nd Fine but cool.  Mrs. Edwards cut out & 
fit on my black dress for me, I took dinner 
at Mrs. Shepherd’s today, bro took me to see 
Barnum’s Circus tonight.
23rd Fine & cool, I received a paper from 
Eng. today.
24th A pleasant day. Bro drove Mrs. Edwards 
to see the waterwork this evening, she took 
tea & spent the evening with us.
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October 1880
25th Delightful weather.  I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s.
26th A pleasant warm day.  I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Shepherd’s & Mrs. 
Edwards helped me make a dress for myself.  
E.W.S. came this evening.
27th Rained heavy this morning.  E.W.S. 
called this evening and drank tea with us.
28th Fair but muddy, I was very unwell this 
morn.  E.W.S. spent afternoon at our house.
29th A very pleasant cool day. Mrs. Gould 
eat dinner with me today, she made me a 
present of a pretty handkerchief case.
30th Fine day. Mrs. Gould went to New 
Orleans’s today.  E.W.S. called.
31st Cloudy. E.W.S. spent the day with us.

November 1880
1st Damp & rather cloudy. E.W.S. spent the 
afternoon at our house.
2nd Fresh & cloudy weather.  E.W.S. called, 
it is General election day today E.W.S. took 
horse for bro.
3rd Damp morn, fair afternoon & night. 
Mrs. Barn’s, visited me today, I introduced 
E.W.S. to her, she brought me a bottle of 
fresh cream, Mrs. Gould arrived from New 
Orleans this evening.
4th Fine warm morn, Norther sprang up 
in the afternoon.  E.W.S. called & bid me 
goodbye at noon, he started for Boerne.
5th Cold & rainy. Bro spent the day at home, 
he helped to put the carpet down & also to 
put up the Parlor stove.
6th Frosty weather, Mrs. Gould spent the 
afternoon with me.
7th Frosty morn, warm & pleasant afternoon.  
We had Mrs. Gould spending the afternoon 
& evening with us, bro drove her home.
8th Fresh & rather warm.  Mrs. Gould spent 
the afternoon with me, I drove her home this 
evening.

November 1880 
9th Calm morn, very windy afternoon, began 
to do brother’s washing at home today.
10th A beautiful day.  Mrs. Gould called this 
afternoon, E.W.S. came from Boerne this 
evening.
11th Beautiful day.  I took Mrs. Gould for a 
drive in the morn.  I took dinner with Mrs. 
G today.  E.W.S. took a ride on horse back 
this evening.  Miss L. ---- called at our house 
this morn with a note from Mrs. Mollie 
Rippestine.
12th Rainy & cold. E.W.S. called today, he 
rec’d a letter from Austin from brother 
George.
13th Rainy & muddy. E.W.S. drank tea at our 
house.
14th Rainy morn, fair afternoon & moonlight 
night. Ernest, spent the day with us.

November 1880 
15th Frost, but fair & moonlight.  E.W.S. 
called.
16th Cloudy & showery.  E.W.S. called this 
evening.  I gave him my ‘carte de visite’.
17th Frosty & hailing.  E.W.S. spent the 
afternoon with us.
18th Cloudy, cold & slushy.  E.W.S. spent the 
evening at our house.
19th Fair but cold and frosty.  E.W.S. bid bro 
& I goodbye this morning.  He started for 
Austin, on horseback.  I made a feather quilt 
for my bed today.
20th Cold & cloudy.
21st Continuous cold.
22nd Very cold. Sent ducks to Mrs. Gould 
today. I began to make some under Shirts for 
bro today.
23rd weather cold & cloudy.  I went to the 
‘Post Office’ this morn but got no mail, 
bro sent a letter to Mr. & Mrs. Gould this 
morning.  I spent the afternoon at Mrs. 
Ulrich’s began to rain this evening.
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November 1880
24th dizzily, muddy & cold weather.  I sewed 
bro shirts on Mrs. Ulrich’s machine today.
25th cold & damp a dry Norther beginning 
to blow this evening.  Ida Layer called this 
afternoon ‘Thanksgiving Day’, bro made me 
a present of a pair of riding gloves.
26th Fair morn, began to rain this afternoon. 
There’s a letter from F.A. Sadler at the P.O.
27th Wet, slushy weather. Bro got two letters 
from Ernest, today for me, one from ‘Austin’ 
& one from’ Galveston”, Ernest sailed on 
the 26th (Friday) for England, on the S.S. 
Marlborough, Capt. Sanderson.  Rain 
pouring down tonight.
28th damp & muddy, breezy during the night.
29th  A drizzly day. Bro lost a gold ring today.
30th Rained, thundered & lightened during 
the night, misty morn began to rain in 
afternoon.

December 1880
1st Sunshine today, but very muddy.  I sold 
my hens today at 30 cents a piece.
2nd Bright, clear day, but still muddy.
3rd Friday, a damp foggy day.  I sent a letter 
off to Brighton, Eng to Ernest also a letter 
&  Post Card, from his brother Frank from 
“Hocking”. Brother sick & dizzy all day
4th Misty morn, but fine & warm during the 
day, road & streets still muddy.  Bro was very 
ill during last night, he thought he was going 
to die, so he made his will today for fear 
anything should happen.
5th A beautiful day, streets & roads are drying 
fast, a dry Norther sprang up this evening.  
Bro a little better of sickness but still suffers 
from dizziness.
6th A fine dry day,  Brothers about the same.
7th Fine but rather windy.  Brother’s worse.
8th A fine day.  Brother continues to be very 
dizzy.  We met Mr. Shepherd this morning, I 
went to the P.O. but got no mail.

9th A fine day. Miss. J. Beitel & Willie, & 
Birdie Illg, visited me this afternoon.
10th Cloudy & cool, had some slight showers 
today.  I took bro some dinner downtown 
but he continues to be very unwell & dizzy.
11th A fine day. Bro still continues to be 
dizzy.
12th Beautiful weather. Bro about the same.
13th A glorious day, moonlight nights. Bro a 
little better.
14th A fine warm day. We saw Mr. & Mrs. 
Black this evening downtown.  Brother is a 
little better today.
15th Mornings damp & foggy, fine during 
today.  The surveyors began surveying by the 
back of our lots today for the Railroad.
16th A damp foggy day, fine moonlight night.  
John Edgar Esq. of South Shields, Eng. called 
to see us, with a message from Ma, he stayed 
& had supper with us. Bro drove him to the 
“Manger Hotel” at night.  Brother is a little 
better today.

December 1880
17th Fine warm day, a Norther sprang up this 
evening.
18th Cold & cloudy, rained tonight.
19th Fine but cold & windy. Bro is improved.
20th Fine day.
21st Frosty weather.  We rec’d a letter from 
Mr. Edgar from “New Bruanfels”.
22nd Rainy day.  Wrote a letter to Ma today, 
bro also wrote to Mr. Edgar.  I received a 
“Christmas Card” from “Joico” from Miss 
Story.  Bro is much better.
23rd Fair but cloudy.  Mr. Hunans of “Locks 
Hill” from Sunderland, Eng. called to see 
brother today.  Bro improving.
24th A beautiful day.  I visited Mrs. Shepherd 
I saw Mrs. Ullrick’s Christmas tree this 
evening she introduced Katie Layer to me.
25th “Christmas Day” A glorious day.  Clear 
& pleasant.  I made Mrs. Shepherd a present 
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of a purse and little Lolea Ullrick, a present 
of a money bank.  Bro’s health is improving.

December 1880
26th Fine during the day, a Norther sprang 
up at night.  Bro & I visited Mr. & Mrs. 
Ullrick tonight.  Brother’s health the same as 
yesterday.
27th Cold & cloudy.  Miss. Ida Layer, called 
today, I made Mrs. Ullrick a present of a 
recipe book….Bro’s about the same, he saw 
Miss. Annie Gould today.
28th A cold drizzly day. Bro got a letter from 
Mr. Edgar & one from George this morning.
29th Freezing cold. Bro’s much better.
30th Severely cold, snowing slightly.  I went 
to Mrs. Ullrick’s this afternoon, she brought 
us some venison today.
31st Frosty & extremely cold.

January 1881
January 1st Frosty morn. Beautiful during 
the day & starry night & new moon.  I 
visited the Shepherd’s this morning.  Brother 
is much better  health.
2nd Cloudy & dressily & not so cold.
3rd Cold & damp more windy & hail tonight.
4th A beautiful day.
5th Everything covered with white frost this 
morning, followed by a beautiful clear day & 
starry night.
6th A beautiful day but rather cold.  I got 
a letter from “Ernest” this morning (from 
Eng.) also a “News paper” from Ma, and 
a letter from Mr. S.D. Gould for brother 
returning thanks for the ducks that bro. sent 
too his wife as a Christmas present.
7th A lovely day.
8th Chilly & cloudy.
9th Very cold, snowing & hailing all day.
10th Clear & cold
11th Cold & frosty.
12th frosty morning but warm during day.
I visited the Barns family today, bro & I 
visited the Blacks tonight.

13th  Fine day. I got a tooth filled this 
afternoon with “Diamond Cement” by Dr. 
Lemon.  Brother & I visited the Shepherd’s 
this evening.  A Norther sprang up this 
evening.
14th Cold day.  I spent the day at Mrs. 
Ullrick’s today.
15th A pleasant day, I went to Mr. & Mrs. 
Cody’s
16th Fine but windy.  Bro & I took a drive to 
“San Pedro Springs” tonight.
17th Windy & cold, cloudy & rainy.
18th Windy, showery, frosty.
19th Damp morn, but fine during the after-
noon. I got a paper from England this morn.
20th Beautiful day but rather cold.  I rode 
downtown this afternoon & bought myself a 
dress & got my horse shod.
21st – no entry
22nd Fine weather but cool.
23rd A fine cold day.  I drove to town with 
bro this morn & went to the P.O. got mail.
24th Fine but cold. I got a paper from Ma.
25th Cold & cloudy, raining tonight.
26th A cold damp day.
27th Fair but cloudy.
28th Fair, but cloudy & not so cold. Bro sent a 
E. light to Mr. Edgar.
29th Fine warm day.  Miss. Ida Layer called.
30th A beautiful day.  Brother & I took a 
nice drive this evening, as far as Dr. Herff ’s 
pasture to see the work on the  I.N.R.R. & we 
met Mr. & Miss. Maggie Burn there.
31st A misty damp day.  Mr. Ullrick had his 
mare stolen last night.

February 1881
1st Frosty & windy
2nd Fine clear day.  Bro & I drove to the San 
Pedro and saw the I.N.R.R. this evening.
3rd Fine warm day.  Bro & I drove to the I.N. 
depot this evening and saw the railway men 
working, bro taken dinner at home all this 
week.
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February 1881
4th A warm, cloudy day.
5th Rainy day, thunder, lighting & wind 
this evening.  Mr. Gregory made brother a 
present of a butter & a finger bowl yesterday.
6th  A beautiful day, but muddy.
7th Fine, but cold.
8th Frosty morning, warm during the day, 
moonlight.  I wrote & posted a letter to 
Ernest today.  We met Mr. & Mrs. Spurrior 
this evening.
9th A beautiful day. Bro & I took a drive this 
morning.  I sent a Valentine to Miss. M. 
Story, “Joico”, McLennan Co.
10th Fine day. Bro & I took a drive this 
afternoon & visited Mrs. Santteben, bro 
drove Mr. Steinberg to the “cement works” 
tonight.  A Northern tonight.
11th A clear, cold, windy, day.  I began to 
make a black dress skirt for myself today..
Saturday 12th A beautiful day.  This is 
brother Frank’s birthday.  I got a letter & 
paper from Ma, & also a paper from Ernest 
this morning.
13th Beautiful weather.  Bro & I drove to “San 
Pedro” this afternoon and saw the Pedestrian 
walk, we called at Black’s & Shepherd’s.
14th Windy, Cloudy & rather cool.  “St. 
Valentine’s Day”
15th Cold, stormy day, rained during the 
night. Bro & I rec’d. letters from Ernest 
today, bro wrote a letter & posted it to E.M.S 
to Brighton.
16th Cloudy day, began raining tonight.  
Frank Ashton, called to see bro today, 
bro gave him E.W.S.’s address.  I spent the 
afternoon at Mrs. Ullrick’s.
17th Rainy day, & not so cold.  I went to Mrs. 
Ullrick’s this afternoon.
18th Fine clear day but windy.  Northern 
began to blow tonight.  Bro. sent an Express 
Paper to Ernest today.
19th Beautiful day

20th Delightful day.  Bro & I drove to the 
Cemetery this evening & visited the Black’s.
21st Fair pleasant weather.  I finished my 
black skirt this afternoon.
22nd Fine warm day. Washington’s Birthday.
23rd Beautiful day.
24th Warm & cloudy. Bro made me a present 
of a Scrapbook, cleaned the big lot today.  
Peach trees are full of blossoms.
25th Cloudy day, windy & rainy night.
26th Beautiful weather.  Bro made me a 
present of some hair combs & visiting cards 
& book marks, etc.
27th Fair but cool day.  Bro & I visited Mr. & 
Mrs. Black this evening.
28th Fine day.  Katie Layer called today.

March 1881
1st Fine, fresh, warm day.  Bro sent a letter 
to our bro George per Mr. Battle, yesterday. 
New moon.
2nd Fine and warm during the day, blowing a 
perfect hurricane tonight.
3rd Fine, clear & cool weather, tress 
are budding.  We rec’d. this morning 
from “Chicago” The American Popular 
Dictionary”. of the English Language, from 
H.E. Dean, Chicago, Ill.
4th Frost during the night, pleasant day.  
Bro. rec’d a letter from Prof. Steinberg, 
“Inauguration Day.” of the President of the 
U.S. of America.
5th Fine day.
6th Cloudy & warm. Prof. Steinberg, took 
dinner with us today.  Bro & I took a walk 
downtown tonight.
7th Rained during the night, fine cool day.
8th Fine & warm.  Mr. Khuena, got one doz. 
Duck eggs this afternoon, fine moonlight 
night.
9th Rained during the night & this morning.  
I took dinner downtown to Bro today.  I 
received two papers from Ma.
11th Cold & windy. 
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March 1881
12th Frosty this morning.  I finished myself a 
“Princess Wrapper” today, Annie Milbaim, 
our neighbor’s eldest daughter was married 
this evening to Mr. J. Hermann.
13th A warm cloudy day.  Bro & I took a 
drive to the I.N. Depot this evening.
14th A fine day but damp morning. Bro & I 
visited the Santteben’s tonight they made us 
a present of some salted & smoked sausages.  
P. Thompson arrived.
15th A damp morn & warm cloudy day.  P. 
Thompson Esq. called to see Bro today.  Bro 
gave him E.W.S’s. address.  A mad dog was 
shot near our house this morning.
16th Rained during the night & this morning.  
I went shopping this afternoon & also went 
to Mrs. Ullrick’s her three sisters were there.
17th Fine warm day.  I visited Mrs. Santteben 
this afternoon & met Mrs. & Miss. Lizzie 
Bennet there. T.P. Thompson sent a letter to 
E.W.S. this morning.  I got a paper from Ma 
today.
18th Cloudy day.  I spent the afternoon at 
Mrs. Ullrick’s, a Norther sprang up tonight.
19th Cold& windy.  I went to Mrs. U’s this 
afternoon.
20th Cool & cloudy had some slight showers 
during the day.
21st Frosty morning, windy & cool.  Bro. 
George came to see us today from “New 
Brannfel”.  I introduced him to Miss. Layer.  
I finished myself two kitchen aprons today.
22nd Fine warm day.
23rd Cool & breezy. Bro. George came to 
stay with us tonight.  I’ve been very sick 
today, rained a little today.
24th Cloudy day. I’m a little better today. 
Began to pour of rain tonight.  I was 
introduced to Mr. Gilliland tonight at bro. 
shop.  Thundering & lightening heavy 
tonight.

March 1881
25th Fine clear day.  Ida Layer, brought me an 
apron pattern this evening Mr. Murdsly of 
England arrived in San Antonio tonight.  I 
met him at bro shop.
26th Fine clear & breezy day.
27th Fine cool day. Took Bro George for 
a drive this afternoon, bro & I visited the 
Santteben’s tonight. 
28th Fine but windy.  I rode downtown to see 
the Procession of “Welsh & Land” Circus 
this morning.  I visited Mrs. Shepherd this 
morn, bro George went to “San Miguel” 
to work this afternoon, brother went to the 
circus too.
29th Fine & windy. Mrs. Ullrick got a little 
girl today. I went for her mother-in-law this 
morn, also for her husband this afternoon.
30th Fine, cool & windy.
31st Fine & cool. I visited Mrs. Ullrick & 
Mrs. Santteben today. I took Mrs. S. an 
apron pattern, she introduced me to Mrs. 
Frommer.

April 1881
1st “All fools day.” Weather cold & windy.
2nd Cool, cloudy & windy. Prof. Steinberg 
sent me some currant jelly today.
3rd warm, cloudy & threating rain. Bro & I 
visited the Santteben’s this evening.  Rained 
during the night.
4th A delightful day.  My birthday.
5th  Pleasant but cloudy.  I gave some book 
marks to Ida Layer.  Bro introduced me to 
Mr. S. Barker.
6th Warm but cloudy.  I took some dinner 
to Bro today.  I got a paper from Ma, I was 
introduced to Mr. Corbit.
7th Rained last night. A beautiful day & 
moonlight night.  I took dinner at Mrs. 
Santteben’s today and met Mrs. & Miss. 
Lizzie Bennet there, Mr. Santteben was sick.
8th Beautiful day.  
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April 1881
9th Fine warm day.  Carpenters commenced 
building a house for Mrs. Trinstall this 
morning opposite our house.  Miss. Maggie 
Barns, called to see me this evening.
10th Fine but windy.  We visited the Black’s 
tonight.  Mrs. Black made me a present of a 
beautiful bouquet of flowers.
11th Warm & cloudy.
12th Cloudy & windy.  A Norther tonight.
13th Cold & windy.  I took a drive downtown 
with bro today.  I visited Mrs. Shepherd this 
afternoon and practiced my music, bro & 
I spent the evening at the Shepherd’s & we 
were introduced to Mr. Stacy.
14th Frosty day.  Bro & I had a nice buggy 
drive this morn & evening.  Katie Layer 
called this afternoon.
15th Cool morn, hot & cloudy during the day. 
“Good Friday.” I took dinner to bro.
16th Warm, windy & cloudy.  I rec’d a letter 
from Ernest .
17th Rainy morn, warm cloudy day.
18th Hot day.  
19th warm & breezy.  I met Mrs. Neff at the 
P. Office this morning, I wrote & sent a letter 
to Ernest today to Brighton, England.  Bro 
George came to see us tonight.
20th Cloudy day, rained a little this morning, 
thundered & lightening this evening.
21st Rained & hailed heavy during the night, 
hail stones as big as marbles.  Fair today until 
5 o’clock this evening when we had a heavy 
shower of rain.
22nd Fair, cool & pleasant until this afternoon 
when we had a slight shower of rain.  I eat 
dinner downtown with bro today.  I spent 
the afternoon at Mrs. Ullrick’s, she got some 
duck eggs.
23rd Warm day.
24th warm & cloudy. Bro & I visited the 
Santteben’s tonight.

April 1881
25th Cloudy, thundered & lightening all day, 
began to rain & hail heavy tonight for a short 
while.
26th Fine day, but streets muddy
27th Fine warm day, streets drying up.  The 
house opposite ours was finished today.  Mr. 
Shepherd called to see bro today.  Bro & I 
got some strawberries & cream at Lock’s & 
Lacy’s tonight & filthy strawberries they were 
& also half rotten.
28th Beautiful day.  Eat dinner with Bro 
downtown today.  Prof. Steinberg bought 
the Book of German Scenery from bro 
today for $3.50.  A workman by the name 
of “Tonie Platz” commenced to work in Bro 
shop today.  I spent the afternoon at Mrs. 
Shepherd’s.  I met Mrs. Neff, there.
29th Fair & warm.  I took the Parlor stove 
down & took the carpet up also today.  Bro 
& I spent part of the evening at Shepherd’s, it 
being Mr. Shepherd’s birthday.  We met Mr. 
& Mrs. Neff there.
30th Fair & warm.  Bro & I drove down South 
Floras Street to see the “Sun 
?Setatention road, Frank Sadler, called to see 
my bro this morning.

May 1881
1st Fair, warm, & cloudy.  I’m not well today
2nd Warm, cloudy day.  Bro papered the 
partition in his shop today.
3rd Cloudy & warm & inclined to rain.  Bro 
& I drove to the Government depot this 
morning.  I cleaned bro’s black straw hat.
4th Rained during the night, warm & cloudy.
5th Heavy rain during the night, cloudy & 
muddy day.  Thundering, lightening, pouring 
of rain tonight.  Mrs. Ullrick got the loan of 
my “pleated Basque” Pattern this morning.
6th Rained heavy all last night & this 
morning till noon when it began to fair up.  I 
caught the black horse “Don” that belongs to 
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Mr. Barns running by our house this noon. 
J. Barns came & got him & also Mr. 
McDonald came for him.  The river rose 
high from the heavy rains.

May 1881
7th Fair & warm during the day, began to 
thunder, lightening & rain tonight.  Mrs. 
Ullrick brought the “Basque Pattern” this 
evening.
8th Fair, cloudy & warm.  We had a feast of 
strawberries today.
9th Cloudy, warm day.  I drove downtown 
with bro this morning and went to 
“Lockwood’s” Tea Stores and purchased 
some goods & I got two lottery tickets No.s 
216 & 228, I sewed four hair clothes on Mrs. 
Ullrick’s machine this afternoon, bro George 
came in from the Medina today.  My two 
bros. & I went to the Chost?? Show tonight, 
it was very good.  Bro G. paid me 6 six 
dollars that he owed me.  I got a paper from 
mother today. 
10th Warm cloudy day.
11th Fine warm day.  Bro & I went shopping 
this morning, I bought bro a pair of slippers 
& myself a hat, a pair of low shoes, a pair of 
corsets, 12 yds. of some Irish edging & a dark 
veil.  I eat lunch downtown with bro today.
12th A beautiful day.  My bro’s boarded up 
the Gallery this morning.  I rode downtown 
this afternoon & changed my hat, & corsets, 
for others.  Mrs. Ullrick gave me a corset 
cover pattern yesterday.  I saw Mrs. Shepherd 
& baby today.  I saw Mr. & Mrs. M. Barns on 
Main Street.
13th A beautiful day.  Bro & I went & heard 
“Eli Perkins” lecture tonight.
14th  Fine warm day.
15th Warm & cloudy.  Bro F. took Bro Geo. 
for a drive this evening.
16th Beautiful day.  Bro got a letter & paper 
(the “Whitehall Review”) from E.W.S. today 
& answered it immediately.

May 1881
17th Fine & pleasant day.
18th Warm & cloudy during the day, began to 
thunder, lightening & rain after sun down.  I 
visited Mrs. Fassindge & daughter today.  I 
sold Mrs. Ullrick a frying pan today.  Bro is 
suffering very much with his head.
19th Raining & muddy.  Bro continues to be 
very unwell.  P. Thompson called to see bro.
20th Fair during the day, rained heavy 
tonight.  I met Frank Sadler at bro shop 
tonight.  I eat dinner with bro downtown.
21st Fine cool day.  I rode downtown and saw 
Mr. Illg at bro’s shop.
22nd Beautiful day.  We had T.A. Sadler 
dining with us today.
23rd Glorious day.  Mrs. Ullrick brought 
some grape preserves this evening, bro 
introduced me to Mr. Williams, from 
“Oregon.”  Bro Geo went to build some 
chimneys for the I.N.R.R. Co. today.
24th A fine day. “Queen’s Birthday”.  I saw 
Mrs. Artz this morning.
25th Fair & warm.  I met Mrs. Spuerine when 
I was downtown this morning.  Katie Layer 
called today, F.A.S. was at bro’s.
26th Fair & warm.  We called on Mrs. Artz 
this morn.  I bought myself a lawn dress & 
some lace & under clothing.  Mrs. Fassindge’s 
daughter visited me this afternoon.  I drove 
her home this evening.  I made myself a “Sun 
Bonnet” today.
27th Warm day.  I eat dinner downtown 
today.  I called at Mrs. Sribira’s at noon, bro 
visited the Fassindge’s tonight. I made Ginger 
Beer today.  I met F.A.S. & a Mr. Jacobs at 
bro’s shop.
28th Very warm day, began to rain, thunder 
& lightening & wind blew a perfect 
hurricane for a short while tonight.
29th Hot day, wind, thunder & lightening 
tonight.  Bro & I took a drive this afternoon 
we called at Shepherd’s.
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June 1881
30th Pleasant day.  Mrs. Sribira called this 
afternoon & brought me a dress pattern.  
Mrs. Tuttle sent for 3 duck eggs on credit.
31st Warm & breezy.  Bro introduced me to 
Mr. H. North of Eng. tonight at his shop.
1st Warm day.  I visited Mrs. Phelps this 
afternoon & met Mrs. Fassindge there.  Our 
new neighbors arrived this evening from 
“Gonzales”.  I loaned Mrs. Ullrick a pint of 
vinegar this evening, she brought me milk.
2nd Fair & warm.  Mrs. U. returned vinegar.  I 
eat dinner downtown today.  I called on Mrs. 
Fassindge, bro Geo came from “Atascoso 
Co” this evening.
3rd Very warm day.  I rec’d two papers from 
“Brighton” from Will today.
4th Very warm day.  Moonlight nights.
5th Dusty & warm weather.
6th warm day.
7th warm & cloudy, a slight shower tonight.
8th Very warm day.  Mrs. Ullrick got ‘Lolie’s’ 
hair cut today, by my bro.  I had Mrs. 
Fassindge visiting me today.  I got a paper 
from Ma & a letter from Prof. Steinberg, 
for bro, this morning.  Bro. Geo is working 
for H. Pauly, bro gave Miss. Lolie Ullrick a 
coffee mill to play with.
9th Hot dusty day.  Mrs. Barns called this 
morning, I gave her a Ginger Beer recipe.  
Miss Katie Layer called this evening.
10th Hot & dusty.  I eat dinner downtown 
today, I gave Mr. North, a Ginger Beer recipe 
before he started for “Austin” for his wife.  
I visited Mrs. Shepherd  this afternoon & 
also gave her a recipe for Ginger Beer & the 
“Rainbow Schottische.” (German folk music)
11th Hot & dusty & windy.  Bro Frank sent 
some beer to Mrs. Alexander today.  Bro 
Geo went out on the cars this morning to 
the “Medina.” There was a total eclipse of 
the moon tonight – about ½ past 11 o’clock.

June 1881
12th Hot & dusty.  We had the Shepherd 
family to supper this evening & also Miss 
Brown an English lady, bro took her in 
the buggy as far as the water works this 
afternoon.  Bro Geo came in from the 
Medina tonight.
13th Continues hot & dusty.  Bro Geo started 
out to the Medina this morning.  Mr. 
Ullrick brought me some yeast cakes.
14th Hot & dusty.
15th Hot & dusty, slight shower.
16th Hot & dusty weather.  I eat dinner 
downtown today.  I visited Mrs. Bruce & 
her sister, Miss Katie Layer this afternoon.  I 
visited Mrs. Shepherd this morn.  Bro got a 
letter from Prof. Steinberg this morning.
17th Hot & dusty during day, pleasant at 
night.  I got a paper for “Perry Thompson, 
Esq.” this morning from “Will”.  I made some 
plum jam this afternoon.  I met Mr. Hodges 
& his little boy at bro’s shop this morning.
18th  Still hot & dusty.  Bro Geo came home 
today, he paid me $2 he owed me.  This is 
“Emancipation Day” among the Negros.
19th Very hot & dusty,  Bro gave Mr. Hodges 
bottle of Ginger Beer this afternoon.
20th Still dusty & hot.  Had a few drops of 
rain this evening.  Mrs. Wimberley our new 
neighbor came for tea this morning.  I visited 
the Burn’s this morning.  Miss M. Burns gave 
me a pattern of “Drawers & corset cover”.
21st Dusty & hot.
22nd Very dusty & warm.  I gave Mrs. Ullrick 
some yeast cakes this evening.  I posted a 
letter for Mr. Hodges tonight.
23rd Hot dusty.  I got a letter this morning 
from Prof. Steinberg for brother I visited 
Mrs. Wimberley this morning she was very 
ill, I took over a cup of tea.  Bro & I called 
& bid Mrs. Shepherd a goodbye before she 
started off to “Austin”.
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June 1881
24th Hot & dusty & cloudy.  I got a letter 
from E.W.S. for T.P. Thompson, this morning 
also a “Postal Card” for myself from “Waco” 
from Miss. Story.  I wrote a letter to Miss. 
Story yesterday.
25th Hot, dusty & breezy.  Bro Geo has 
been brick laying at the “Government 
Headquarters” all week.
26th Hot & dusty.  We saw the comet in the 
sky tonight.  Bro made arrangements about 
giving his washing out today.  Mrs. Ullrick 
brought me some honey comb today.
27th Hot, dusty & cloudy.  Mrs. Wimberley 
came over to our house this afternoon.
28th Hot, dusty & windy.  I commenced 
myself a Blouse waist this afternoon, I was 
over at Mrs. Ullrick’s.
29th Hot & dusty.  I eat dinner downtown 
today.  I visited Miss. Brown & Mrs. Palmer, 
English ladies this afternoon.  I got a letter 
from Dr. Cowling for bro this morning.  I 
got some plums for preserves.
30th Hot, dusty & breezy.  Mrs. Gould & 
husband came in from the country today, 
Mrs. G. drank tea with me this evening.  I 
was at Mrs. Ullrick’s this evening she brought 
a bottle of Ginger Beer over.  Henry Bundy & 
Maggie E. Burns were married last night.

July 1881
1st Hot & dusty.  I got a paper from Ma this 
morning.  I eat dinner downtown, Mrs. 
G.D. Gould called this afternoon to bid 
me goodbye before she started for “New 
Orleans”.  I drove her downtown in the 
buggy, she presented me with a fancy cup & 
saucer as a memory.
2nd Hot & cloudy, rained sharp tonight.  I 
made some plum preserves today.
3rd Warm & cloudy, a heavy shower of rain at 
noon.  Bro Geo gave me a $1.00 for myself 
& $2.00 two dollars to keep for him.

July 1881
4th Warm cloudy & showery.  Today is a great 
holiday in a America.  Bro & I visited the 
“Black’s” this evening.  Moonlight tonight.  
Prof. Steinberg came to San Antonio on 
Saturday & left on Sunday morning, he paid 
bro what he owed him for the book.
5th Warm & cloudy.
6th Warm & cloudy.
7th Warm & cloudy. Bro & I visited 
Santteben’s tonight.
8th weather warm.
9th very warm.  Frank Ashton was at bro’s 
shop today.
10th warm & cloudy.  We visited Black’s 
tonight.  Bro Geo had a fever all this week, 
he wrote a letter to mother today.
11th Rained during the night & this morning.  
Bro stayed at home this morning he did not 
feel very well.
12th Fair but very warm.
13th Hot weather.  Mrs. Ullrick’s well was 
finished today.
14th Hot day Mrs. Fassindge spent the 
afternoon with me, I drove her home at 
night.  I met a Mr. Gallin from So. Shields, 
Eng. at bros shop tonight.
15th Hot & sultry.  I got a letter from Miss. 
Story, from “Waco” this morning.  We visited 
the Santteben’s to night to see their new 
“Piano” they’ve got.
16th Hot & Fair this morn, began to rain 
heavy in the afternoon & also tonight.  I got 
a letter from Mrs. C.D. Gould  from “New 
Orleans” this morning.
17th Fair, warm & cloudy.  Mr. Shepherd’s 
friend called this evening.  Bro brought Mr. 
Banks from “Oregon” to our house tonight 
and introduced him to me.
18th Warm day.  Miss Brown visited me this 
morning, Mrs. Ullrick called this evening.
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July 1881
19th Hot day.  I got two papers from “Waco” 
from Miss Story.  Miss K. Layer called today.
20th very warm.  I met Mr. Banks & his 
partner at bro’s shop tonight.
21st Warm but breezy.  Mrs. Teed & 
Wimberley were over today.  Bro Geo paid 
bro what he owed him today.
22nd Hot day.  Bro wrote to Miss. Story for 
me today.  We got The Buggy wheel fixed.
23rd Very hot today, a slight shower tonight.
24th Hot & cloudy.  We visited Mr. & Mrs. 
Subira tonight.
25th Sultry day.
26th Hot day.  Bro Geo started for “Austin” 
today, he was very unwell.
27th Hot day.  I had Miss. Brown spending 
the evening with me, bro drove her home.
28th very hot.  Mrs. Subira spent afternoon 
with me.
29th Hot & sultry, slight shower this evening.  
I spent the afternoon at Mrs. Ullrick’s.
30th Hot & cloudy.  I was at Mrs. U’s today, 
I met Mrs. Bruce there.  I got a paper from 
Ma, on the 29th yesterday.
31st Hot & cloudy.  Bro & I called on Mrs. 
Palmer & Miss. Brown this evening.  I visited 
Mrs. Shepherd this morn & welcomed her 
from “Austin”

August 1881
1st Slight showers this morning, warm & 
cloudy during the day.  
2nd Hot & cloudy.
3rd Hot day.  I went & saw Mrs. Geiser this 
morning.
4th Hot & cloudy.  I spent the afternoon at 
Mrs. Ullrick’s.  We called at the Santteben’s 
tonight.  I left a bookmark for “Sophie” & 
our visiting cards for Mrs. Santteben.  Fine 
moonlight night.
5th Very hot
6th Hot & sultry, rained heavy last night.

August 1881
7th Cloudy & a Norther blowing.  Miss 
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. Palmer & children spent 
the evening with us.8th Cloudy & showery & 
not so hot.
9th Cloudy & cooler.
10th Fair & not as hot.
11th Cloudy.
12th Cloudy & cooler, a slight shower of 
rain this afternoon.  I eat dinner with bro 
downtown.  Bro called on Mrs. Geiser 
tonight.  I saw Mrs. Tass & daughter today.
13th warm, breezy.  I met Mr. Palmer at bro’s 
shop this morning.
14th warm day.  I introduced bro to Mrs. 
Teed this morn, we visited the Black’s this 
evening.
15th warm day.
16th warm & breezy.
17th warm & cloudy.  I visited Mrs. Fassindge 
and her daughter this afternoon at Mr. 
William’s.
19th warm day.  I got a letter from bro 
George this morn, from Austin, & bro 
Frank answered it today.

Back cover –
“Will’s” address.
      E.W. Sadler
       “Keynsham”
           29 Norton Road
             West Brighton
                  England
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September 1881
1st Hot & dusty during the day but cool 
at night.  I called on Mrs. Fassindge this 
morning she was moving across to the San 
Pedro.
2nd Hot, dusty & cloudy.  I eat dinner 
downtown today. Bro & I met Mrs. 
Maltsburger’s daughter at Mrs. Shoemakers.  
At dinner bro introduced me to his new 
workman Mr. Handcock this noon.
3rd Hot & cloudy.  I got some hair oil for Mrs. 
Ullrick this morning.  I rec’d. three papers 
from Ma, yesterday, from England.
4th Hot & cloudy.  I sent a letter to E. – at 
Brighton, Eng. tonight. I visited the Palmers 
& Miss Brown tonight.

5th Cloudy & threatening rain this morn, did 
rain a sharp shower this afternoon.  
Mrs. Ullrick gave me some trout this 
morning for breakfast, moonlight nights.
6th Cloudy & warm. Bro & I visited the 
Santteben’s tonight.

September 1881
7th warm & cloudy. Bro & I had a nice drive 
tonight, we rec’d a letter from Bro George 
today, bro Frank answered it.
8th Warm & cloudy.  Mrs. Ullrick & I and 
the children drove to her mother’s and went 
fishing.  Bro & I visited Mr. & Mrs. Sonbira 
& visited Mrs. Fassindge tonight.
9th Cloudy and showery & warm.  I eat 
dinner downtown with bro, he bought me a 
pair of calf skin boots for rough weather.
10th Warm & cloudy.  I rec’d the “London 
Graphic Semmer” from T.H. Gallon Esq. of 
So. Shields, Eng. who is staying with Capt. 
Edgar at “Duval” near “ Austin” TX. This 
morning it began to thunder, lightening & 
rain heavy tonight.  Bro didn’t come home 
tonight on account of the storm.
11th Fair & pleasant today.  I rode downtown 
on horseback this morning.
12th Fair & warm. 
13th Fair & warm during the day, it stormed 
& rained thunder & lightening heavy this 
evening.  
14th A Norther blowing & cloudy.  Bro. & I 
called at Mrs. Pitts this morning to see Miss 
Brown from Brown’s Ranch.
In Atascosa County but did not see her as 
she & her Uncle had gone downtown.
15th Cold & windy day.  Bro & I drove to see 
Miss. Brown at Mrs. Pitts this morning.  Bro 
eat dinner at home today.  He finished a 
moss mattress for my bed this afternoon.
We received a paper from Ma & a letter from 
Bro George & bro F. answered it today.
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September 1881
16th Fine cool day.  Bro & I called on Mrs. 
Black this morning.  She got a little son ten 
days ago.  We also visited Mrs. Shepherd, Bro 
eat dinner at home today.  I wrote a letter to 
Mrs. R. Spress of So. Shields, Eng. today, we 
found a “bowie knife’ while out driving this 
evening.
17th Cool mornings & nights, warm during 
the day.  Miss. Sophie Santteben visited me 
today.  I drove her home & spent the evening 
at her ma’s house.
18th  Fine day.  Miss Brown spent the day 
with us, bro drove her to Mrs. Pitts this 
evening.  Bro wrote & posted a letter to E.W. 
Sadler today.
Monday,19th Fine day.  I met Mr. Williams 
from “Portland” Oregon tonight at brother’s 
shop.  T.P. Thompson Esq. called to see bro 
on Friday afternoon 16th

September 1881
Tues. 20th Fine day.  I loaned my Tidy Frame 
to Mrs. Ullrick this afternoon.  Bro sent a 
weekly “San Antonio” express to T. A. Gallon 
Esq. ‘Duval’.
21st warm day.  I got a letter from bro 
George today, I called on Mrs. Fassindge, 
& Mrs. Bruce this morning.  I showed Mrs. 
Ullrick how to make a ‘Tidy’ this morning.  
T. P. Thompson was at Bro’s shop today.  
“President Garfield” died on the night of 
the 19th of September.
Thurs. 22nd Warm day.  I wrote & posted a 
letter to bro George today.  Mrs. Teed came 
over for some water today.
Friday 23rd Cloudy & Warm, rained slightly 
this morn.  Mrs. Wimberley, brought a piece 
of cake at noon for me to taste it, Mrs. Teed 
fit me on a high corset cover this afternoon.  
This evening at 6 o’clock began the ‘Jewish’ 
‘New Year’s ‘ day and will end tomorrow 
evening at 6 o’clock.

Saturday 24th Cloudy & warm. Mr. Favill 
arrived today, I saw him at bro place of 
business.
25th Sunday A cloudy warm day.
26th Monday, cloudy & warm.  The places of 
business in San Antonio were closed part of 
the day on account of the “President’s Burial’, 
bro eat dinner at home today.
Tues. 27th Cloudy morn & breezy.  Miss. 
Brown of “London” visited me this evening.
28th Wed. cloudy warm & breezy, sprinkled 
a little the morn, bro got a ‘Postal Card’ this 
morn from the Rubber Co.
29th Cloudy & showery.  Mr. Milbaum’s son 
‘Willie’ was fined $5.00 this morn for using 
obscene language to Mrs. Wimberley last 
week.
30th rainy & cloudy.  I made myself a kitchen 
sack jacket today.

October 1881
1st Saturday. Rained heavy during the night 
& all day today, fair and moonlight tonight.  
Mrs. Ullrick bought a carpet broom from us 
today for 35 cents.
Sun. 2nd Showery day, streets muddy.
Mon 3rd Fine day & moonlight night.  Mr. 
Shepherd commenced to build a house for 
Mrs. Turstall opposite ours today.  I spoke 
to Miss. Aggie Barnes today. We got a letter 
from Bro Geo from ‘Corsicanna’? 
Tues. 4th Fine day.  Bro & I visited the Blacks.
5th Wed. Cloudy & warm.  E.W. S.’s birthday, 
bro & I visited Miss. Brown & the Palmers 
tonight, Mrs. Wimberley, left Mrs. Turstall 
house today & moved to North Floras Street.  
Brother rec’d his Rubber Rope for ‘Brushing 
Machine’ this morning.
6th Thurs. Fine day.  Bro bought me a new 
dress today, we visited the Shepherd’s tonight 
and me Mr. & Mrs. Neff & child there.
7th Fri. Cloudy & cool.  Bro bought me a pair 
of calf skin boots this morning.  
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Mrs. Ullrick brought some milk this 
morning it began to rain this afternoon.

October 1881
Sat. 8th rainy day.
Sun. 9th Showery & muddy during the day 
& ceased raining this evening.  Bro rode to 
town on horseback this morn.
Mon. 10th Fine day
Tues. 11th Pleasant day.
Wed. 12th rained this morn, faired up during 
the day.
Thurs. 13th Showery day.  I rec’d a letter from 
E.W.S. this morn.
14th Cloudy but pleasant.
Sat. 15th Fair day.  I visited Mrs. Palmer & 
Miss. Brown this morning,
Sun 16th rained during the night & a short 
while this morning. Miss Brown spent the 
evening with us.
Mon. 17th  Fair & warm.
Tues. 18th rainy day
Wed. 19th Fair, muddy & Norther blowing.  
I spent the afternoon with Mrs. Palmer & 
Miss. Brown, the latter is making me a dress.
Thurs. 20th Cold damp morning, fair during 
the day.  I wrote to ‘Corsicanna’ to Bro Geo 
today.  I gave Mrs. Ullrick a bottle of our 
new beer.
21st dirty rainy day.  I eat dinner downtown 
with bro today.
22nd Sat. A rainy day.  I received a letter 
from Mrs. R. Spoors of South Shields, Eng. 
& I answered it today & bro receives a letter 
from E.W. Sadler & one enclosed for Alfred 
Giles.
Sunday 23rd Showery day, windy tonight & 
lightening very much.
Mon 24th Fine day.
Tues 25th Showery day.  Mrs. Shepherd 
bought a spade of brothers for 75 cents this 
morning.  I cook a Bufatret?  for Mr. Palmer 
today noon.

October 1881
Wed 26th Damp day.  Bro sent a letter & Post 
Office Order to E.W.S. to ship Street Post 
Office Berth???.
26th Bro sent a letter to our George to 
Palestine this morn.  Bro got a draft on 
“Bennet & Thornton’s Bank’ from Prof. 
Steinberg this morn.  Miss. Brown brought 
my dress & spent the evening with mw.  I 
drove her home, Mr. Williams of Oregon 
called to bid Bro & I goodbye tonight before 
he started for Oregon.
Thurs. 27th  Fair & slight Norther blowing.  I 
made myself a ‘Petticoat’ of shaker flannel.
Fri 28th Showery during the night.  Fair & 
warm today.  Moonlight.
Sat. 29th Fine & breezy today.  I rec’d a letter 
from Miss. M. Story of ‘Waco’ this morning.
Sun 30th Fine cool day.  We visited the Blacks 
tonight.
31st Beautiful day.  Mrs. Neff ’s baby was 
buried today.  We got some new neighbors 
opposite our home today.

November 1881
1st Tues Fine breezy day.  ‘San Antonio’ Fair 
commenced this morning at the San Pedro 
Springs. Bro sent a letter to Miss. Alice Black.
2nd Wed Showery day, fair and moonlight 
tonight.  We called on the Palmers & Miss. 
Brown tonight.  I visited Mrs. Shepherd & 
Mrs. Neff yesterday.
3rd Thurs.  Fair but cool.  Bro & I drove a far 
--- “San Pedro” Springs this afternoon.
4th Fri Cold & cloudy.  I bought myself 4 prs. 
winter hose yesterday morning at Sehrany’s.  
I loaned our New Neighbors Mrs. Genr’l 
Frank a cup of sweet milk this afternoon.  
Bro & I drove to the Springs to see the Races 
this afternoon, bro got a man to help him 
today.  Began to rain tonight.  Bro saw T.P. 
Thompson today.
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November 1881
Sat 5th Rainy & slushy.  Bro walked 
downtown today & home at night, ceased 
rain tonight.
Sun 6th Cool & fair, but muddy day.  We had 
Miss. Brown spending the evening with us.  
General & Mrs. Frank also Mrs. Perry, our 
new neighbors call on us this evening.
Mon 7th damp, cold morn, fair afternoon & 
night & moonlight.
Tues 8th damp, cold & windy.  I teased some 
moss for Bro mattress today.
Tues 8th Some new neighbors are moving 
into Mrs. Tunstall’s new home just finished.
Wed. 9th damp & cold day.
Thurs. 10th damp & muddy.  Bro walked 
home tonight.  We rec’d a letter from Eng. 
for our George, bro also rec’d one from 
Alice Black.
Fri 11th Fine day but roads very rough.  
Bro wrote & sent our George’s letter to 
‘Palestine’ tonight.
Sat 12th Fine but cold .  We put the carpet 
down & the Parlor stove up today.  I finished 
bro’s mattress tonight.  Mrs. Frank brought 
back my ‘London’ Papers this morning; I had 
her taste my ginger beer. I spent part of the 
evening with Mrs. Frank & Mrs. & Mr. Perry.  
I gave Mrs. P a bottle of ginger beer.
Sun 13th Fine but cold day.
Mon 14th Fine day.  I loaned Mrs. Frank& 
Mrs. Perry my recipe book for ginger beer 
this morn.  Bro & I spent part of the evening 
at Palmer’s tonight.  I began a Tidy this 
afternoon.
Tues. 15th Fine day.  I took Mrs. Palmer for a 
drive this morning, Mrs. Perry returned my 
recipe book this evening.
Wed 16th Beautiful day,  I was introduced 
to a young man just from England who is 
staying at the Central Hotel.
Thurs. 17th  Breezy & cloudy.

November 1881
Fri 18th warm during the day, a wet Norther 
began to blow this evening.  I gave Mrs. 
Perry some soap powder this evening.  
We got a letter from our bro Geo. this 
morning, bro sent a Postal Card to 
Palestine and a letter to Athens, where Geo 
said he was going.
Sat 19th Cold, stormy day.  A year today 
since E.W. Sadler left San Antonio.
Sun 20th Fine but cold day.  Mrs. Frank 
returned our Gaerion Game this morning.  
John Hancock, paid bro partly for his 
watch & took it with him.
Mon 21st Cold & windy.  Genr’l & Mrs. 
Frank left San Antonio for St. Louis today.
Tues. 22nd Fine but cool.  Mr. & Mrs. Perry 
were over to see me this morning.  T.P. 
Thompson, Esq. & his bro were by to see bro 
today.  Mrs. Perry brought me some soup 
Julian.
Wed 23rd Cold windy day.  Bro brought Mr. 
Clark to look at the house this afternoon.  
Miss. Brown visited me today she took my 
red wrapper to cut out, I lent her a pattern.

November 1881
Thurs. 24th  Fine but cold day.  Bro & 
I drove as far as the San Pedro Springs 
this afternoon, he got an order from Mr. 
Kennedy this morning.  ‘Thanksgiving day’.
Fri 25th Cold & freezing. I met Mrs. Teed at 
Mrs. Ullrick’s this morning.
Sat 26th Fair but cloudy
Sun 27th Cloudy & rather damp & warm. 
Miss Brown & Master Charles Palmer called 
to see me this morning.  I sent the ‘Fair 
Catalogue’ to Mr. Palmer.
Mon 28th  Warm drizzily day.  Bro sold his 
place of business to Mr. Bowsky today & 
got $200 two hundred dollars, cash towards 
payment for it.  Bro gave Judge Smith a 
ginger beer recipe today.
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Tues 29th warm during day.  A Norther at 
night.
30th Wed Cold day.  Bro sold some things 
to Mr. Pleasant today.  We visited the 
Palmers & Miss. Brown tonight.  We had the 
express delivered at the house this morning, 
‘Bowsky’ settled with bro today.

December 1881
1st Thurs.  Fine but cool & windy.  We visited 
Mrs. Garcia tonight we Met ‘Logan’s ---.  
Post Office this morning, he said bank or 
book will be here in a few days, but we’re no 
faith in him.
Fri 2nd Damp & rather cold.
Sat. 3rd damp during the day, but fair at 
night.  We went to the Post Office tonight & 
met Mr. Elbers, he loaned bro a paper from 
“Washington Territory”.  Mrs. Lockwood & 
her Ma, Mrs. Tunstall called to see bro this 
evening on business.
Sun. 4th A drizzily day. 
Mon 5th  Fair weather.  John Copeland, & 
Mr. Herron called to see bro this evening 
about buying some of his lots.
Tues 6th Damp day.  We rec’d from Cousin 
Katie Robson a letter from Liverpool, 
England. 
Wed. 7th Fine & warm day.  Bro loaned horse 
book to Mr. Pleasant today.
Thurs. 8th Foggy morn, fine during day.  Bro 
& I visited Mr. & Mrs. Pleasant tonight.
Fri. 9th Fine day.  Mrs. Pleasant was over at 
our house this evening, bro gave her some 
book marks & soap powder.
Sat. 10th Cloudy day. Mrs. Ullrick and 
children were at our house this morning.  
She bought some soap powder.  Mrs. 
Pleasant paid brother for the Ducks this 
morning.  Mr. Lee brought some butter this 
morning.
Sun. 11th Fair & warm.  Mr. Black called
to see us this evening.  Miss. Brown spent 

the evening with us, bro drove her home in 
the buggy.
Mon. 12th Damp & cloudy.  Mrs. Ullrick 
bought one of our table lamps today, bro 
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rec’d a letter from E.W. Sadler tonight from 
Brighton.
Tues. 13th Damp morning, fair afternoon & 
night.  Mr. & Mrs. Pleasant spent the evening 
with us.  Bro sent a letter to Judge C. Upson, 
M. C. Washington, D.C. today.
Wed. 14th Fine but cold & windy.  Bro got 
several papers from Mr. Elbers, at the P.O.  I 
spent the afternoon at Mrs. Ullrick’s, bro & I 
visited the Palmer’s & Miss Brown.
Thurs. 15th Fine but cold & not so windy.  
We bought our Christmas groceries for to 
make our fruit loaves & mince meat this 
morning.  We got a letter from Bro George 
this morning from ‘Palestine’.  Alfred Giles, 
‘Architect’ & Miss. A.L. James were married 
this morning.  Bro wrote to Geo. 
Fri. 16th Cold day.  We made our mince meat 
today.  Bro gave Mrs. Ullrick the recipe to 
make it.
Sat. 17th Frosty morn.  Cloudy day.  I gave 
‘Nancy’ her specked hen today.  A Mrs. 
Smith, widow, called to see bro about his 
house & lots today.

December 1881
Sun. 18th Cloudy & slight showers.  I loaned 
Mrs. Pleasant a cookbook this morning.  Bro 
& I visited the Black’s family tonight.
Mon. 19th  Foggy day.  Bro wrote to Miss. 
Story at ‘Waco’ today.  We rec’d a letter from 
Mrs. Spovrs of So. Shields, Eng.  Bro showed 
Mrs. Ullrick how to mix the mince meat. We 
saw ‘widow’ Smith’s boy shooting near our 
house this evening.
Tue. 20th Rain heavy during night, cold 
damp & windy today.  Mrs. Plseant returned 
cookbook.
Wed. 21st Fine day.
Thurs. 22nd Beautiful day. Bro got a letter of 
recommendation from Judge Smith today, 
Judge of Bexar County Court. [See the 
letter on the following page.]

23rd Cool & Cloudy.  Mrs. J. Shepherd got 
little son this morning.
24th rained during the night & showery 
all day.  I sent a present to Judge Smith’s 
children today.  We got a letter from our 
Geo & bro answered it today, bro saw 
Pickering 
the evening.  I called to see Mrs. Shepherd 
tonight.
25th Sun. “Christmas” day, damp in the 
morning, fine afternoon & moonlight night.  
Miss. Brown, spent the evening with us.

December 1881
I sent a mince pie, & some sweeties to Mrs. 
Palmer’s children, bro got some nice water 
cress & some beautiful pieces of Mistletoe 
this afternoon.  Bro gave Miss. Brown a 
bottle of anchovy sauces & some book 
marks, I got a pretty Christmas card from 
Miss. Brown.
Mon. 26th Frosty & Foggy this morning.  A 
Mr. Buchanan called to see our house & lots 
this afternoon.  We spent the evening at the 
Shepherds, Mrs. Edwards had just arrived 
from Austria.  I gave Mrs. Sadler jar of plum 
jelly.
Tues. 27th Fine mild day.  Bro got a letter 
from Mr. Buchanan. Mr. Elbers introduced 
my bro to his father-in-law from Oregon, 
W.T. Mr. G.W. Lang.
Wed. 28th Delightful day.  Mrs. Ullrick & 
children were over at our house this evening.  
Bro & I went over & saw their Xmas tree 
tonight.
Thurs. 29th  Fine dry weather.  Black’s 
children visited us this afternoon, we made 
them presents of some things for ‘Christmas 
Gifts’.  We had Mr. Edwards spending the 
evening with us.  I called on the Palmers 
tonight.
30th Fri. Fine day.  We visited the Santteben’s 
tonight it was the 11th anniversary of their 
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wedding day.   We had a pleasant time.
31st  Fine day.  We got a letter from bro 
Geo this morn.  Mr. Shepherd was at our 
house this afternoon.  We got some more 
new neighbors opposite our house today, 
an Englishman & family by the name of 
‘Franklin’.  Bro went to assist ‘Bowsky’ today.  
Mrs. Ullrick brought us some goodies off 
their Xmas tree.

January 1882
Jan 1st Sunday  New Year’s day.  A beautiful 
day.  The ‘Ullrick’ family called this morn, 
also Misses. Ida Layer, Sophie Santteben, 
& Minnie Wagner.  We had Miss. Brown 
spending the evening with us.  We’ve spent a 
very happy New Year’s Day.
Mon. 2nd  Glorious day.  We visited the 
Black’s tonight, Mr. Black made me a present 
of a ‘Traveling Shawl Strap’.
Tues. 3rd Fine weather but rather windy.  Bro 
wrote to our Geo at Palestine this morning.  
We took the measure of our trunks straps
to Mr. Black’s tonight.  I gave Mrs. B. a small 
pox remedy; she gave me a recipe to make 
‘chocolate creams’.
Wed. 4th Warm & cloudy.  We visited the 
Shepherd’s this evening & met Mr. & Mrs. 
Neff there.
Thurs. 5th Cloudy & showery day.  Dr. John 
Herff tonight.  
Fri. 6th A cloudy damp day.  I went over to 
Mrs. Ullrick’s this morning.  I received a 
New Year’s card this morn from someone in 
San Antonio.

Sat. 7th Foggy morn & drizzly day.  I finished 
my dressing gown today.
Sun. 8th Cloudy but fair, a Norther sprang 
up this evening.  Mrs. Smith & her son 
called this afternoon.  Miss Brown spent the 
evening with us.
Mon. 9th  Cloudy & damp & muddy.  I 

finished a frame tidy today.
Tues. 10th Cold & rainy.
Wed. 11th drizzly day.
Thurs. 12th Sunshine, but muddy.
Fri. 13th a damp cold day.
Sat 14th damp & muddy.
Sun 15th Fair, but streets very muddy.  The 
Ullrick family were over this afternoon.
Mon. 16th Fair & rather warm during the

January 1882
day a Norther sprang up in the evening.
Tues. 17th Cold windy & raining during the 
night, fearfully cold & everything covered 
with ice today.
Wed. 18th Raining, cold & freezing this 
morn, fair during the day & starry night.  
Thurs. 19th Fair, but cold.   
We had a man looking at the house this 
morning.
Fri. 20th drizzly and damp day.  Today is St. 
Agnes’s Eve, tomorrow the feast of St. Agnes.  
Bro brought his tools from ‘Bowsky’s’ today.
Sat. 21st Fine day, mud drying up. Bro cut 
Mr. Franklin’s & his little son’s hair this 
morning.  New moon tonight.
Sun. 22nd Beautiful day but rather cold & 
windy.  Mrs. Ullrick brought some sausages 
for us to taste them, I gave her one of our 
pickled pigs feet & some of my fruit loaf to 
taste.
Mon. 23rd A delightful day.  Bro & I drove 
downtown today, bro got two letters, one 
from Galveston & one from Dr. Davis, about 
the dale of the house.
Tues. 24th Drizzly, damp day.  I called to see 
Mrs. Grace who was visiting her 

January 1882
daughters, Mrs. Peasant’s & Delespin.  Dr. 
Bennet was at our neighbors this evening.
Wed. 25th Damp drizzly day.  Mrs. Delespin, 
got a little son tonight.
Thurs. 26th Fair weather.  Dr. Bennet, 
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From Judge Smith to Brother - 
    Mr. Francis Walker
    San Antonio, Texas

Office of
County Judge Bexar County,

San Antonio, Texas, December 22nd, 1881
Bexar County -
San Antonio Texas

This will be presented by Mr. Francis Walker, 
who, for the fourteen years last past, has been a 
resident of our State and County, and who goes 
abroad now accompanied by his  sister, with the 
view to obtain for her and himself some relaxation 
from almost continuous labor, throughout that 
period of time.

I found Mr. Walker and Sister residing here 
at the date of our removal from Gonzales Co. to 
Bexar Co. which in 1872, and since that date have 
known him intimately and well; and take pleasure 
in saying that he has, by reason of his steady 
industry decipious(?) of character, accommodating 
and kindly disposition now for him-
self and his family, a place in the esteem of our 
people which in these days, is difficult to reach and 
which being our vacant – it is equally difficult to 
fill.

I feel that I am only expressing the common 
sentiment of the entire circle of Mr. Walker’s 
acquaintances, when I say that upon his departure 
we take our leave of him as an old tried ….. and 
earnest man and friend and that, no matter with 
whom he may be brought in contact or what 
section of the country he may, either from purpose 
or by chance, visit he will approve himself to be 
what he has been here.  Be speaking for Mr. Walker 
and sister, the kind consideration of all who may 
chance to read this I am truly.

F.A. Smith
Co. Judge Bexar Co., Texas
San Francisco   July 15th, 1884

Katie living in San Antonio from 
1871-1881
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vaccinated bro & I this morning.  Mr. 
Bowsky, came for bro this afternoon.
Fri. 27th Fine & warm today.  I visited Mrs. 
Delespin this evening, bro & I also called on 
Mrs. Franklin tonight.
Sat. 28th Fair & warm during the day, a 
Norther began to blow today.  A Mrs. Reed 
called to see the house this evening.  We 
visited the Shepherd’s tonight.
Sun. 29th A cold drizzly day & rather windy.
Mon. 30th Drizzly morning, faired up this 
afternoon.  The “Franklin” family moved to 
the “Vance Hotel” this noon, they came and 
called on us before they left.  Mrs. Elbers 
gave bro a ‘Walla Walla’ paper today.
31st Tues. Damp drizzly day.

February 1882
Wed. 1st  Beautiful day.  Dr. B. called.
Thurs. 2nd A rainy day &very muddy.

February 1882
Mrs. Erastus Reid died this morning.
Fri. 3rd Rained heavy all last night & this 
morn with strong west wind. Ceased to rain 
this afternoon, streets slushy & very muddy.  
Dr, Bennet is ill.
Sat. 4th Fine breezy day, streets and roads 
very muddy.  Clavin, Druggist was buried 
today.
Sun. 5th  Fine day, but streets still muddy.  
Mr. McMurphy & family just arrived from 
‘Croydon’, Eng., came to see our house at 
noon.  Miss. Ethel & Master Charly Palmer, 
called to tell us that their Mama got a little 
daughter last Thursday night.
Mon. 6th  Fine breezy day, but roads still 
rough.  I saw Dr. Bennet at our neighbors.
Tue. 7th  Fine breezy day, windy this evening.
Wed. 8th Fair & strong S.W.winds blowing, 
very windy & rained heavy during last 
night,  I visited Mrs. Palmer & Miss. Brown 
today, bro bought himself a checkered suit of 
clothes.

Thurs. 9th Beautiful day. Bro & I drove 
downtown this morning & saw the “Odd 
Fellows” procession, we visited the “Subiras” 
family.  We met Dr. Bennet downtown.

February 1882
Fri. 10th warm & cloudy.  Bro got some 
printed matter from Gov. McEnery of 
“New Orleans” today.  I aired my trunk & 
clothes in the sun today.  Bro received a 
document from Senator Upson yesterday, 
from Washington, D.C.
Sat.11th Fair & warm day.  Bro sent a letter to 
the M.M.A.A. of New Orleans today.  Mrs. 
Ullrick brought some milk this morning.  
Bro gave her some hen nests.
Sun 12th Warm & showery,  Bro’s birthday.
Mon. 13th Fair & warm weather today.
Tues. 14th A rainy & muddy day.  “St. 
Valentine’s Day”.
Wed. 15th Cloudy & showery, streets & 
roads fearfully muddy.  Bro & I drove 
downtown this afternoon to Dr. Bennet, I 
got revaccinated, as my former vaccination 
did not take.
Thurs. 16th A fine warm day.  I made beer.
Fri. 17th  Cloudy & warm today, like 
springtime.
Sat. 18th Warm & cloudy weather.  Bro got 
two letters from the P.O. this morning, one 
from our Geo & one from “New Oleans” & 
answered both today.  He sent twenty five 
$25 by P.O. & registered letter to 
the M.M.A.A., $16 membership fee, & $9 
nine dollars surplus to pay assessments 
should they accrue while he is traveling.
Sun 19th Windy, warm & cloudy today.
Mon. 20th Rained during the night, a 
Norther began to blow this morning.  I 
called on Mrs. Pleasant this evening Miss. 
Brown spent the evening with us.  A Mr. 
Hassack called to see the house & lots this 
afternoon.  I loaned Miss. Brown a pattern of 
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a kitchen apron today. 
February 1882

Tues. 21st Beautiful day.  Bro took a drive to 
Mr. Lyons Ranch.
Wed. 22nd Beautiful weather.  “Washington’s 
Birthday” We visited Mrs. Black this evening. 
Miss. Katie Layer called this afternoon.
Thurs. 23rd Fine day.  I drove downtown 
with bro this morn, Miss. Lottie Grace spent 
the evening with us.
Fri. 24th A misty damp day.  We got a 
letter from bro Geo & answered it today.  
Bro met T.P. Thompson Esq. in town this 
morning also Mr. Murphy from Croydon.
Sat. 25th Damp & cloudy day.  Bro received 
his “Policy” from the M.M.A.A. of New 
Orleans and also a paper from Ma, from 
England today.  Bro & I went to see Mrs. 
Geiger tonight.
Sun. 26th  Damp day.  Bro went and saw 
some ‘Negros’ baptized in the river this 
afternoon.  Miss. Brown spent the evening 
with us.
Mon. 27th Cloudy day, thundered & 
lightened & rained accompanied by strong 
west winds tonight at 10 o’clock.  Bro sent 
20$ twenty dollars to Governor McEnery 
of the M.M.A. Association of New Orleans 
today.  Bro & I visited the Santteben family 
tonight.

Tues. 28th A clear delightful day & beautiful 
moonlight night.  Mr. & Mrs. Black, Eddie & 
Frank visited us this evening.  I drove Mrs. 
B. & children home, I gave Mrs. B. a ginger 
beer recipe.

March 1882
1st Beautiful weather, Mr. Black & bro went 
fishing tonight.  Bro gave Mr. B. some 
washing crystal & new ___ tonight.
2nd Delightful day.  Bro got some mail from 
the M.M.A. Association this morn.  I visited 

Mrs. Subira today & met her Ma there.  I 
drove her Ma home in the buggy.  I also took 
Mrs. Subira for a drive.
3rd Fri Warm and cloudy weather.
Sat. 4th Warm & cloudy, trees are budding.  I 
commenced myself a pair of night shoes. 
Sun. 5th Sultry & warm all day, Norther 
sprang up this evening.  I was awakened 
during the night be a Mexican shouting & 
talking very loud near our house.  We got a 
letter from our Geo from Palestine.

March 1882
Mon. 6th  Cold windy & rainy day, began to 
thunder & lightening this evening. Bro got 
a letter from the M.M.A.A. this morning & 
sent an answer this evening.
Tues.7th Rained in torrents with heavy 
thunder & lightening during the night.  
Damp, cold & slushy day.
Wed. 8th Drizzly, slushy & cold weather.  I 
made myself a pair of ‘Night shoes’ today.
Thurs. 9th Frosty during the night & this 
morning. Fine & clear weather during the 
day.
Fri. 10th Beautiful day.  Bro & I drove 
downtown this afternoon, we met Mr. 
Shepherd.
Sat. 11th  Cloudy & rather damp.  Bro & 
I drove tot the ‘San Pedro’ Springs this 
afternoon to see Miss. Nelly Barker, ride 
against Miss. Mollie Layer for $1000 stakes.  
We called on Miss. Brown & Mrs. Palmer 
this evening.
12th Sunday Cloudy & rather damp. Miss. 
Nelly Barker won the race yesterday.
Mon. 13th Fair & warm.  Bro George arrived 
this evening from ‘Palestine’.  
Dr. Bennet was at our neighbors today.
Tues. 14th Warm & cloudy.  Mr. Burns 
paid bro Geo $2.00 that he owed him this 
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afternoon. Bro Frank bought bro George a 
suit of grey clothes & a pair of boots today.

March 1882 
Wed. 15th Warm & cloudy.  My two bro’s & 
I were taken in Group picture this morn, 
brothers with their guns & I on my pet 
horse, “Rob Roy’.
We all went to see Miss. Nellie Burke ride 
against Mr. Beardsley in a ten mile race.  
Miss. Burke won the race by a quarter ¼ of 
a mile.  Bro F. & I visited the Santteben’s this 
evening.  I visited Mrs. Pleasant this evening 

also.
March 1882

Thurs. 16th A very warm day.  Bro’s & I went 
& had our picture taken in Group without 
the horse this morning.  A Mrs. Clifford & 
son called to see our house this evening.
Fri. 17th Warm & cloudy day, “St. Patrick’s 
Day”  Brother Geo started out to the
“Pecos” this morn to work.  Mr. Clifford & 
son called this morn to see brother.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Santteben called this morning.  I taught 
Mrs. Santteben how to make Ginger Beer & 

George Seaton Walker (1855-1896) 
Catherine Seton Walker [Gymer] (1852-1935)

Francis John “Frank” Walker (1840-1866)

Taken March 15, 1882
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also gave her the recipe.
Sat. 18th warm & cloudy weather.
Sunday 19th A delightful day.Mon. 20th A 
very pleasant day.  New moon tonight.  Bro 
took the dogs to the river this morning.

Tues. 21st March 1882 
Cold, cloudy & windy, a strong Norther 
blowing.  Bro & I went & got single pictures 
taken of ourselves this morning.  We visited 
Mdms. Shepherd & Black when we were out 
driving.
Wed. 22nd  Cold, cloudy & showery day.
Thurs. 23rd Cloudy but pleasant weather.  
Bro went to Mr. Layer’s to catch fish this 
morning.
Fri. 24th Cloudy & heavy weather.  Bro got 
a letter from Palestine [Texas] for our Geo 
this morning.
Sat 25th Rainy day.  Bro Geo arrived from 
the ‘Pecos’ this evening. 
26th Sunday  Fair & Pleasant but streets very 
muddy.  Ida Layer, called this afternoon as 
she was passing.
27th Monday Fine day but strong west wind 
blowing, streets drying up, bright moonlight 
night.

28th  March 1882 Tues.  
Beautiful day.  Bro & I drove downtown this 
evening, we got some of our small ‘carte de 
visistes’.  We went to Mrs. Artz to get some 
vinegar to try it.  Bro Geo [George Seaton 
Walker (1855-1896)] got a letter from
Cousin Mary Carr, from England.  Bro Geo 
went to work for Mr. Angus, today. 
29th Wed. Delightful day.  
Thurs. 30th A beautiful day.  My two Bros & 
I spent the evening at ‘Layer’s.’ Bro got me 
pictures from the photographer today.  He 
got some papers from England.
Fri. 31st A very fine day.  Bro got a Postal 
Card from ‘Laredo’ this morn and a letter 
from Palestine for our George.  We spent the 

afternoon & evening at Mrs. Layer’s.  “Ida’ 
gave me some nice mulberries for a pie, bro 
met Mr. T.P. Thompson in town this morn.

April 1882
1st Sat.  Cloudy day, began to rain sharp 
this evening for a little while.  We sent our 
pictures to England & wrote a letter to our 
mother today in England.
Sun. 2nd Cloudy day with heavy showers.  
Bro Geo started off to ‘Laredo’ this 
morning.
Mon. 3rd Cloudy & showery today.  Brother 
wrote to our old friend, E.H. Bryson, Esq. of 
Liverpool, England today.
Tues. 4th  Cloudy but very pleasant today.  
Mrs. Ullrick gave me some mulberries today.
Wed. 5th Cloudy but agreeable weather.
Thurs. 6th Cloudy day.  Miss Ida Layer called.
Fri. 7th Cloudy but pleasant.  Bro & I drove 
downtown this morning & we called on Mrs. 
Shepherd.  Today is Good Friday.
Sat. Fine but rather warm day.
Sun. 9th Very fine day, Easter Sunday.  Bro & 
I visited Mr. & Mrs. Black & family.
Mon. 10th Fine but warm weather.  I visited 
Miss. Brown & Mrs. Palmer this afternoon, 
we received a letter from ‘Laredo’ from our 
Geo & bro answered right off.  

April 1882
Tues. 11th  Cloudy & warm today.  We visited 
Mr. & Mrs. Santteben tonight.
Wed. 12th Warm day, a Norther sprang up 
about 5 o’clock this evening.  Miss. Ida Layer 
called this evening.  We spent the night at 
Mr. & Mrs. Pleasants.
Thurs. 13th Cold & cloudy & windy day.
Fri. 14th Quite cold all day.
Sat. 15th Fine day, but cold.  Bro went to see 
Mrs. Giear, on business today.
Sun. 16th Beautiful day.  Mr. Black & Frankie 
visited us this evening, Mrs. B sent some 
mulberries & Eddie a bouquet of pretty 
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Francis John “Frank” Walker (1840-1866)
Catherine Seton Walker [Gymer] (1852-1935)

 George Seaton Walker (1855-1896) 

The New Instantaneous Picture by N. Winter, San Antonio, Texas

Taken March 16, 1882
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flowers.
Mon. 17th Cloudy & rather windy.
Tues. 18th Fine day.  New moon tonight.  We 
got a letter from Geo from ‘Laredo’ today, 
we visited the Shepherd family tonight.
Wed. 19th Sultry & warm during the day.  
Bro wrote to New York to the Royal Baking 
Powder Co. for some books today.
Thurs. 20th Fine day.  Bro wrote to Geo 
today, he visited Mrs. Black tonight

April 1882
Fri. 21st  Very warm day.  We took the parlor 
carpet up today.  This is ‘San Jacinto Day’.
Sat. 22nd Beautiful clear day, very stormy 
during the night though.  Mr. Hossack, 
brought Mr. Dillon & another gentleman 
to see about buying bros. property this 
morning, bro & I went to Mrs. Artz’s tonight. 
Sun. 23rd Fine day.  Bro went to the church 
near to the park on our street tonight, 
Camdon Street.
Mon. 24th Beautiful day.  A Mr. Krause called 
to see about buying bro house & property 
this evening.  We visited the Shepherd’s 
tonight & Mr. Murchie & Mr. Barber, also 
Mr. & Mrs. Neff & her mother & sister & 
those other gentlemen whose names I don’t 
remember were there & had a very pleasant 
time.
Tues. 25th  Fine warm day.  Mrs. Grace was 
at our home this evening.
Wed. 26th A very warm day.  Bro. got a 
letter from our Geo today & answered 
it this evening.  Miss. Brown brought my 
patterns back this morning.  Mr. Hossack 
& Capt.  Coit called at our house this 
afternoon, Mr.  & Mrs. Pleasants came over 
& spent the evening with us.
27th Warm & cloudy.  We were at the 
‘Pleasants’ this evening.
28th Warm today, lightening & thunder 
tonight.  Mrs. Black with three of her 

children visited us this afternoon.
29th Cold, cloudy & windy, a Norther 
blowing.
30th Fair & very pleasant day. Miss Brown 
& I had a nice walk this afternoon, & bro & 
me took a long moonlight walk tonight.  Bro 
gave Mr. Pleasant a lot of weekly Illustrated 
papers this evening.

May 1882
1st Monday A very pleasant day.  Bro & I 
met Mr. Buchanan, Minister of the ‘Madison 
Presbyterian Church’ & his son while we 
were out walking this evening.
Tues. 2nd warm & breezy.  Bro visited Mr. 
Buchanan this evening.
Wed. 3rd Warm dusty day.  We drove 
downtown this morning & visited Mrs. 
Subria, she was sick in bed, we met her 
mother there.  We visited Miss. Brown 
tonight.

May 1882
Thurs. 4th Warm & Cloudy day
Fri. 5th Windy, dusty & very warm day.  
Mr. Hoffarth called this afternoon & 
paid brother $400 four hundred dollars 
as part payment towards the house & 
two of his lots.  My brother spent the 
morn over at ‘Palmer’s’ fishing.  About 6 
o’clock this evening the clouds began to 
gather & it thundered and lightened & 
began to rain very heavy.  I finished an 
‘Antimacassar’(additional cover for the back 
of a chair) tonight.
Saturday 6th Fair, but cloudy & windy.  
Bro got a letter from E.H. Bryson & I got 
a letter from Mother, from Eng. today 
acknowledging the receipt of our ‘Carte de 
visites’.   My brother sold several household 
things today to the amount of $59 dollars.
Sun. 7th  Fearful rain storm with strong wind 
during the night, it damaged the Lumber 
‘Church’ near our house & nearly blew it to 
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pieces but it has been fine & pleasant all day.  
Mr. Pleasants called to see bro this morn.
Mon. 8th  A very warm day. We have 

May 1882
had several people buying household things 
from our home today, & we got $20.00 
dollars part payment towards the buggy.
Tues. 9th Warm clear day.  We got a letter 
from our Geo today, my bro wrote & sent 
our photos to our Dear friend E.H. Bryson, 
Esq. of Liverpool, Eng.  Mrs. G.D. Gould 
dined with us today.  Mr. & Mrs. Black 
visited us this evening & purchased a few 
kitchen articles.  My dear young friends 
Miss. Alice & Clara Black sent a pretty 
autograph album as a present by their Mama.
Wed. 10th Warm day.  Mrs. Hoffarth & her 
son called to see the house this morning; we 
had Miss. Brown spending the day with us.
Thurs. 11th Warm during day but cold at 
night.   Mr. & Mrs. G.D. Gould drank tea 
with us & spent the evening with us.  My bro 
wrote to our Geo today to ‘Laredo’.
Fri. 12th Bright clear & pleasant day.

May 1882
Mr. G.D. Gould called to see us while he was 
riding this morning.
Sat. 13th Cold & cloudy, feeling in fact like 
winter weather here.
Sun. 14th Cool & cloudy day.  Mr. Gould 
visited us this afternoon.
Mon. 15th Fine day.  Mr. Gaspard Hoffarth 
paid my brother $600 six hundred dollars  & 
got his deeds of the property that he bought 
from my bro.
Tues. 16th A pleasant day.  We went to see 
Miss. Katie Layer married tonight.
Wed. 17th  Fine weather.  Our Geo. arrived 
from ‘Laredo’ this noon.  I visited Mrs. 
Fassindge & daughter today.  Rev. Mr. 
Buchanan called to see my bro on business 
this afternoon & about buying the horse.

Thurs. 18th Cloudy morn, rained in the 
afternoon.  Our Geo. left for Palestine this 
morning. 
Fri 19th Cloudy & showery today.
Sat. 20th Cold & rainy.  Bro sold my ‘pet’ 
horse ‘Rob Roy’ to Capt. Irving, Commander 
of this post for $100 one

May 1882
hundred dollars, ‘Lawyer’ Copeland got our 
Pointer dog ‘Tritton to keep.
Sun. 21st  Cold & Cloudy and roads rather 
rough.  Mr. Black & 3 of his children called 
this afternoon.  Aggie Burns & Mrs. Bundy 
called this evening.
Mon. 22nd  Beautiful day.  Bro got the ‘Royal 
Bakers’ today & also visited Col. Lee.
Miss. Brown, came to bid us goodbye & 
spent the evening with us.  Mr. & Mrs. Black 
came to bid us goodbye tonight.
23rd Tues. Cloudy & warm, began to rain 
in the evening.  I went & bid the Palmers 
goodbye.  Bro & I went to bid the Black’s 
goodbye, Mr. Black came to the Station 
to see us leave, we left San Antonio at 8 
o’clock P.M. We arrived & changed Wed. 
morning.
24th at ‘Koenig’ near Houston at 8 am 
stopped 10 minutes & took a cup of coffee, 
went and stopped 15 minutes at Hearne 
and took dinner at 2 P.M. then went on 
until we  got to ‘Corsicana’ stopped 20 
minutes & had supper went on got to 
Dallas at 10 P.M.

May 1882
Stayed all night at the Union Hotel.
25th Fine morning.  Had a sharp shower 
before dinner, fine afternoon.  After 
breakfast we took the street cars part of 
the way & walked part of the way around 
Dallas, to see the town, it is a very nice 
busy place.  Came back to the ‘Hotel’ had 
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dinner, bro did some correspondence, I 
some stitching, will take another walk this 
afternoon, come back to the ‘Hotel’ have 
supper will take the 12:20 P.M. cars & start 
for El Paso.
Sat 27th Hot weather.  We arrived at 
El Paso after dinner, stayed overnight 
boarded at Demming Junction at 2P.M. 
had dinner changed cars again for San 
Francisco from Demming to San Francisco 
697, we went on through wild  prairie & 
monotonous country, arrived at ‘ Tucson’, 
Arizona, 29th Monday at 12 a.m. & eat 
dinner & we eat supper at a section on the 
road .
Tues. 30th  Arrived at ‘Yuma’ about 8 a.m. 
& had breakfast & saw a lot of Indians 
going around all painted.  Boarded train 
again crossed the Colorado River, went 
on, stopped at a section on the road & got 
dinner.  Started again on our

From Los Angeles to San Francisco 
442.2 miles

journey, arrived at Los Angeles in the 
morning of the 31st, about 5 o’clock a.m.  
We went over the principle parts of the 
city & found it to be a most beautiful place 
with lemons & orange tress & all kinds 
of flowers growing all over the place.  We 
found it to be a perfect garden.  We got 
breakfast & left ‘Los Angeles’ about 8 a.m. 
boarded the train again went on, arrived 
at ‘New Hall’ took dinner, started again, 
stopped at ‘Mojave Junction’ got supper, 
started on again and traveled over the 
sandy desert & through the mountains of 
‘California’, weather very hot & dry.

June 1882
1st Thurs.  Weather chilli in the morn, & eve, 
hot in the middle of the day.  Took breakfast 
at ‘Tulare’ started again, over plains & 
through mountains, arrived at ‘Lathrop’ at 

9 p.m..  Took supper & at ‘Lathrop’ about 
2 hours then started again through some 
beautiful scenery and arrived at Oakland 
at 4 o’clock a.m.
Fri. 2nd  Waited some time & took the 
steamer for ‘San Francisco’ arrived at the 
latter place at 9 a.m., took rooms at the 
American Exchange Hotel, one for brother 
& one for me, we got breakfast, after that 
bro went out on business & I laid me down 
to sleep as I was completely worn out with 
traveling.  After ‘Luncheon’ we took a stroll 
around the ‘city’ to see the sights, It is a 
great place.  There is anything & everything 
to be had in “Frisco’, fruits, meats, game, 
vegetables & clothing of every description, 
also all kinds of place of amusement for 
peoples enjoyment.  Climate pleasantly cool, 
people wearing winter clothing, heavy furs & 
Ulster’s, everyone seems to be well clothes & 
fed & happy looking.
Sat. 3rd Misty morns & evenings, pleasant 
during the day.  We took a walk & delivered 
some things we had in our charge from ’El 
Paso’, came back to ‘Hotel’ had luncheon 
walked out again, took cars & we went & 
visited Mr. F. Stewert, Jeweler on business.  
Came back to hotel rested, then went to 
dinner, after that took a stroll about the city 
& made some purchase of things that we 
needed.
Sun. 4th Pleasant weather, we took the 
‘Train’ & went to ‘San Jose’, it is a very 
pretty place.  It is a place of canning 
Factories, where there is a great deal of 
fruit canned for exportation, the trip from 
‘Frisco’ to ‘San Jose’ & back again for my 
brother & I was $5.00 five dollars, $2.50 a 
piece.

June 1882
Mon. 5th Beautiful morning.  Bro went to 
Stewart’s.  I arrived at Mrs. Stewert’s house 
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tonight to stay until my bro comes back from 
Washington Territory.
Tues. 6th Fine day.  Bro got our baggage 
brought to where I am staying & he himself 
came to see me.
Wed. 7th  Fine day.  Bro & I went to the 
“Pacific Bank” & drew $125 dollar’s out of 
$200 dollars, leaving $75 deposited in my 
name, to be drawn at my pleasure or when 
I need it, bro gave me $25 dollars & he kept 
a hundred for himself.  I bought myself an 
“Ulster” when downtown.  We visited Mr. & 
Mrs. Inker.
8th Windy & dusty today.  Mrs. Stewart’s girl 
servant came & got some of her clothing 
tonight.
9th Fri. Fine day.  My bro came to see me & 
got something’s out of his trunk to take with 
him to “Washington Territory”.
Sat. 10th Fine but windy.
Sun 11th Fine day.  Mrs. Stewert’s cousin 
Mr. Mitchel spent the day with Mr. & Mrs. 
Stewert he stays at the ‘American Exchange 
Hotel’.
Mon. 12th A windy, dusty day.  I rec’d a letter 
from my bro this morning from ‘American 
Exchange Hotel” saying he would leave for 
Olympia on Saturday gone June 10th.
Tues. 13th Fair weather.
Wednesday 14th Do.  Mr. & Mrs. Stewert 
went to the ‘Theatre’ tonight.  Mrs. White, 
Mrs. S. Mother spent the evening with me.  
She told me of a cure for Neuralgia.  Tobacco 
& vinegar applied hot as a poultice - was 
splendid.

1886
April 4th
San Francisco, California
Sunday, April 4th 1886
A beautiful day.  My birthday, also, my 

wedding day.
Today I was married to George A. 

Gymer, at 2 P.M.  Those present at our 
wedding were my two brothers, Frank 
Jr. and George Seaton, Mr. Halifax, also 
Miss May Keane, and Mrs. Ball, and the 
minister’s mother.
Monday 5th.  We took a trip to “Stockton” 
by steamer.  J.C. Walker, and arrived early 
Tuesday morning.  We went through the 
Asylum Grounds, also got a permit to 
go through the Asylum and see the poor 
insane creatures that were confined there.  
We breakfasted at the Grand Central Hotel 
and dined at the ‘Eagle Hotel’ and spent 
the afternoon there in conversation, and 
piano playing and singing.  Left Stockton 
at 4 p.m. for San Francisco, began to 
rain heavy after we got on steamer and 
continued during the night.  We arrived 
back to San Francisco on Wednesday 
morning April 7th.
Sunday 11th.  My husband and I went to 
visit some friends of his in Oakland, per, 
invitation.  Mrs. Harlow, and daughter and 
spent the evening with them and had a very 
pleasant time.

Catherine Walker Gymer
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April 3rd for the 4th, 1884
To

Katie Walker 
[Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)]

Wishing you a most happy birthday
And may you live to enjoy many more.

With
Health; Wealth; Plenty; Joys and pleasure.

Keep this token As a treasure
From one whose love Is most sincere.

And stronger grows From year to year.
Who dreadful dangers Would go through.

If it would make A joy for you.
Whose heart for you Beats true and fast.

And will do till It beats its last.
You’ve tested him.  He’s tested you.

And sure that each No more could do.
When you are happy I’ll never fret.
My true, my faithful Darling pet.

Our faith in each Has stood the test
Now may you be Forever blest.

Who sent you this I need not tell.
I’m sure you’ll know it. Just as well.

San Francisco, California - May 7th, 1884

Francis J. Walker in San Francisco
1884
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My Brother’s Second Wife
While fun is rife.  Upon my life.
My Brother, took his second wife
Not he, but she! A letter sent.
And told us of, the great event.
Her letter first, though very fine
To answer it, I did decline.
Until I wrote himself, in view,
To know if all, were false or true.
Yes, he wrote, and, my letter sore.
Had cut his wife, to her hearts core,
Had he good sense, why he’d known better,
But he had’nt. So he showed my letter,
Response then, to my brothers call.
I wrote his wife, and told her all.
When she, the facts did plainly see.
Forgave, and answered cheerily.
Her letters first, were nice and fine.
To answer quick (prompt), I did incline.
I wrote to her, both plain and free.
She did not answer, punctually.
I waited, over fifty days.
With slim excuse, for past delays,
Relations had, been them to see.
And had no time, to write to me.
I answered not, her pilfering note,
She; then to my sister wrote,
My silence seemed, to grieve and fret her, 
She said, I owed to her, a letter.
Did I not write, she didn’t propose,
That when we meet, She’d pull my nose.
I wrote again, by urged requests,
And spoke of slights, and past defects,
She answered quick, with vain resort,
By sending stamps, as a retort.
And said we did not think, that she,
Was good enough for our family.
I answered, it was no such thing,
She did to us, injustice fling.
What object, motive, could have she,
In writing so unjust to me,
Her acts, and words, to me a man.
Appeared to be, naught but a sham.
To write to such, and be a tool,
I’d feel myself, a senseless fool,
From now henceforth, I’ll just agree,
To act to her, as she does to me.

From Facts   -  By  Francis J. Walker
Sept. 3rd 1878

George Seton Walker living in Texarkana 
in 1883
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Katie,

My only Dear Devoted loving and ever 
faithful sister.  I got home Sunday evening 
at 10:45 and so tired that I enjoyed good 
night’s sound sleep.  On Monday I received 
a letter from Sister Mollie, and answered it 
forthwith.

She has had the fever and ague and 
has been quite ill.  Bro. George is still 
at Atlanta, he has had a doctor and his 
mouth is getting well.  I told Mollie you 
had written to her last week.  She says they 
have had a letter and papers from mother 
and she wants you or George to go home.  
Mollie says its roasting hot in and burning 
everything up, and she wants to get away 
from Texas.  

She didn’t say anything about their 
chickens this time, but we can very well 
guess the troubles they likely have with 
them dying, chicken lice, and hot weather 
combined.  Experience will teach them 
much better that any advice we can give.

Mrs. Dean says, if nothing prevents, 
they will be over on Thursday afternoon.  
So you may expect them.  

My Idolized Pet I will now conclude 
with my best and sweetest XXXXXX and 
may God Bless, Spare, Protect and Preserve 
you, is the very worst wish of your ever 
True and Faithful Old Brother.

Frank
San Francisco    Dec. 24th  1884

To Catherine Seaton Walker 
from Francis John “Frank” Walker
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Memories of the Past
To Mrs. Nellie Stewart

Dear Friend when you, these lines do see,
You’ll be surprised, they are from me, 
While mind & thought, Is clear & free,
Brim full of fun, and jollity.
I’m thinking of the times gone by,
We had such fun, both you and I.
In winning games, from Frank & Will,
We laughed so much, could not keep still.
To see Will Mitchell, serious! Sad,
Banged the table, got so mad
Oh, Frank! He’d say, His words impressing,
In cards I must, give you a lesson.
Oh Frank, Frank; Frank; Raged, Will, would say,
When I throw off; Trumps, you should play.
I threw off them, there; you did sit.
And let it pass; they took the trick.
Poor Frank would rub, and scratch his head,
Would want to quit, and go to bed.
Twas fun to see, Will’s looks, at times,
Declare he knew. We played by signs,

He looked as though, He had the mumps,
When I made spades, You had the trumps,
He said twas clear, as clear could be,
We had our signs, both you and me.
Poor Will looked downcast, grieved & vexed,
His looks were puzzled, and perplexed,
Will told Frank, in manner sly,
He saw us winking, with our eyes.
We’ll give to Will, All credit due,
But of our signs, He never knew.
How they were gave, He could not see,
To him tis yet, a mystery.
To know our signs, He may yet try,
He’ll often think, of you and I.

 
On Christmas Day, Thursday, 

Written by Francis John Walker
1840-1886
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Dec. 25th, 1884

To My Devoted and only living sister,
Katie Walker

Dear Sister, do not feel forlorn,
Hear! Popping guns, and tooting horn.
They speak, for kindly hearts, that cheer.
And welcome, Merry Christmas here.
Now Only Sister, do this day,
Drive all dull thoughts and cares away,
For brighter days, we yet may see,
If so, we’ll pass them merrily.
There’s Brother George, with his wife too,
We’ll think, and talk, of I, and you.
They’ll wonder what, may come to pass.
And how we’ll spend, next Christmas.
Oh yes, they’ll think and talk their spell,
But cannot, truthful facts, foretell,
Of what may happen, thee, or me,
Or of their own, Futurity.
So let’s be happy, sister dear, 
And full enjoy, this Christmas Cheer,
And what may happen, Thee, or me,
Henceforth, is time enough to see.
Let us no more, our mind distress.
We still have, each one, to caress.
May thy pure soul, be filled with bliss.  
Receive this with my sweetest kiss.
To thee, my only sister dear,
Tis from thy ever, faithful Chere Frare,

By  Francis J. Walker
Dec. 24th, 1884

P.S.  I’ll try to be over by 4 o’clock p.m.
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Katie

My only living sister.

Dearest, only sister, mine,
Heart; so pure, Love; so divine,
Wishes, Kisses, Joys combine.
With love, Receive this Valentine.

By and From
Your devoted, Loving & ever Faithful

Brother Frank,
Written on his Birthday.

Feb. 12th 1885
In San Francisco, California

My Treatment for a Mean Woman

I tease her, I’d grieve her.
I would always deceive her,
In fact I’d do all.
In my power to displease her.
When she need me most,
That’s the time I would leave her.

My Treatment for a Good Woman

I’d bless her, caress her.
I’d never distress her.
I’d fondle and kiss her.
And to my heart press her
I’d do all in my power.
To beautifull dress her.
When she needed me most
I’d sleep neer and be with her.

By Franics J. Walker
San Francisco, California
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

April 4th, 1885

Sister, this is thy Birthday
My hearts so full, of joy and glee.
I’d bless this day, and think of thee.
The fourth month, the fourth day,
I love it, it’s my Pet’s Birth Day.
Memories and Fond Impressions

Thy love’s so pure, I here write on it.
How dear I prized.  Just read my

Sonnet.
My sweet, and only sister dear.
I love, thy smiling face.
To loose, thy love, I have no fear,
For naught, can it efface.
They say twas sang, by Bards of old,
Along with Lute, and Lyre,
A pure, and faithful, sister’s love,
Was that, which did, inspire
I know full well, that such is thine
It’s stood, the strongest test.
With every wish, dear sister mine.
May thou be ever blest.
No Boon on earth, where e’re I rove,
Is greater than, my sister’s Love.
San Francisco, Cal.  April 4th, 1885
   Francis J. Walker
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Jose Cassiano Ed. Guilbeau
Dep. Collector Collector

~Office of~

Tax Collectors, Bexar County
Court House, Soledad Street.

San Antonio, Texas…Feb. 2, 1886.

Mr. Francis J. Walker.
 San Francisco, Cal.
Sir,
 Yours  of the 22nd  Ult. at hand
 and contents noted.
 Your taxes for 1885 amount to
$1.97/100 One Dollar Ninety Seven 
Cents.
 Very Respectfully
 Jose Cassiano
 Tax Collr.   Co.
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DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

4 April 1886 — San Francisco
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DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

Diary of Mrs. Geo A. Gymer - 1886 - Small  brown 3”x5” book
 The Germania Life Ins. Co., San Antonio, TX

John Mangum
Wesson, Miss.

Diary
Of Mrs. Geo A Gymer
Nee Miss. Katie Walker
  Sister to the late Francis J. Walker

July 7th 1886

I sent a S.F. Chronicle with brother 
Frank’s death notice in it to Mother this 
morning.  My dear brother died on June 
23rd at ¼ to 6 P.M. & we buried him on 
the 26th he died of Bright’s disease of 
the kidney’s, after a long illness, the poor 
fellow suffered patiently, he was brave 
to the last & oh how my poor darling 
did suffer.  I miss him so much, I’ve got 
heartache all the time since my idolized 
brother dies.
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October 3rd 1886
I got a paper from mother this morning.
8th I sent a letter to my mother today.  
Sister-in-law was spending the day with 
me I’m very unwell and have been for 
the past week.  I got a letter from Father-
in-law on the 5th and a letter from 
Cousin William Wilkinson on the 6th.
13th I sent a letter to John H. Copeland 
& one to Hosack in San Antonio, Texas 
today.
15th I sent a letter to cousin Fanny

October 14th 1886
Berkeley, we moved here into the Odd 
fellow’s Building on the 13th of July 
last.  On the 19th of Aug. I sent a letter 
to Mrs. Blacks & one to E.H. Bryon, I 
got a paper from mother on the 21st of 
Aug.  I sent a letter on the 24th I got a 
letter from “Dad” in ans to the one my 
husband sent on the 23rd of June.
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October 31st  1886
I had my head examined 
today.  By Prof. G.W. Anthony 
Phrenologist, 1113 Broadway, 
  Oakland, Cal.
I also got a chart of my head & 
my husband got one also of his 
head.

November 1886
4th We went to Miss Lucy I. 
Harlow’s 

Birthday Party and had a very 
pleasant time.  We made her a 
present of Christmas Stories by 
“Dickens’s”.
7th We dined at the “Dean’s” 
this evening & met Miss. 
Mamie Tillmar there.
8th Monday. We went to Judge 
Swaim’s this afternoon to see 
about getting my brother
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1887 Smith’s Bile Bean Advertisement
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Frank’s will probated.
November 1886

10th My husband wrote a letter to 
mother and sent 2 small photos of 
himself & me.  Enclosed.  We went 
to see R.M. Swaim today.  Also we 
went & had a hot saltwater bath & 
met Mrs. Collins of 23rd Street S.F.  
We also met Mr. Carl E, White on 
the Ferry “Amador”.  

We paid R.M. Swaim, atty $5.00 
five dollars today, part payment 
for his services in attending the 
probation of bro Frank’s will.
11th We met Mr. Lange, from S. 
Antonio, Texas, near our store 
this afternoon, he lives at North 
Berkeley near Berryman’s Station.
12th My husband got a letter from 
Attorney,
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R.M. Swaim, to send our bro 
Frank’s will.

21st March 1887  
We sold our place of business to 
Mr. H.B. Lamb today.
24th We went to Oakland and 
stayed at Mrs. Stewarts 2 days, bid 
all friends goodbye in Oakland.
26th Came to Mrs. Thayers, stayed 
two days, visited the Keanes, 
The Tilllman’s, & Dr, Moody, & 
McGurdy’s & bid them farewell.

27th Spend the evening at the 
Keane’s.  On the 26th Mrs. Collins 
(Nee) Ball went with us to bid my 
dear brother Frank’s grave goodbye 
& we eat dinner with her.  She 
made me a present of a breast pin.  
I made her a present of Pilgrims’ 
Progress by Bunderson. As a 
memorial.  Mrs. Thayer made me 
a present of an apron.  Miss Lucy 
Harlow
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March 1887
Gave my hub & I two small 
mementos when we went to bid 
her mother & she goodbye.
28th Went & bid Messer’s. Keane, 
Dean & Tillman at Main & 
Winchester 214 Battery Street, 
San Francisco goodbye & settled 
up our business with the banks.
Oakland, we went & bid Mrs. 
Howard goodbye.  She gave 
us a lunch basket with some 
refreshments

28th March 1887
To take on our journey.  Mrs. 
Collins was at the Oak. Station to 
see us off.  We left at 4:50 P.M.
29th  Arrived at Los Angeles this 
morn, we met a lady by the name 
Mrs. Jdg. Conway.  She took my 
address as she wished to send me 
some spirit pictures.  We stayed at 
Los Angeles over night.
Wed. 30th We left Los Angeles at 
8 a.m.
Thurs. 31st El Paso, arrived 



107

YEAR-YEAR

31st March 1887
here in the afternoon.  Change 
cars for San Antonio, Texas.  
Arrived in San Antonio April 1st 
at 8 P.M.  Went to Mrs. Black’s 
stayed there while in San Antonio.  
Called at court house got Tax 
receipts and had brothers will 
filed and recorded.  Visited Capt. 
Hosack, Lawyer Copeland, and 
several old acquaintances, went 
to see my former home, Mr. 
Hofforth and family now live 
there also 

saw ‘Don’ one of our dogs that 
we left in their care.  He didn’t 
remember me.  We spent most 
of out time at Mr. Angnol 
Santtlebins house and had a very 
pleasant time.  Mrs. Lanttleben  
put up a nice luncheon to take on 
our journey.

Monday, April 4th, 1887
My birthday.  My husband made 
me a birthday present of a Gold 
Fob Chain and charm to wear 
with my watch
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San Antonio, Texas
April 7th 1887

Thursday.  We left S.A. at 8:50 
P.M. for New Orleans, La. We had 
to change cars at 8 a.m., Friday, a 
few miles from Houston at a place 
called Davvas on account of a train 
wreck that happened at 12 P.M. 
Thursday.  We saw a poor Negro 
crushed to death in the wreck.  
Fri. 8th New Orleans, La.  We 
arrived here at 10 P.M., Sat. 9th My 
hub 

& I went through some of the 
markets where everything a person 
needs is sold.
Sat. 9th I sent a P.C. to Mrs. Black, 
in San Antonio, TX.  Left New 
Orleans at 5:40 P.M.
Sun. 10th Arrived at Memphis, 
Tennessee, at 10 A.M. looked 
around town and left at 6 P.M. for 
St. Louis.
Monday 11th arrived at St. Louis at 
½ past 7 a.m. & left for Chicago at 
10:10 a.m.
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April 1887
Arrived at Chicago, Ill. At 7:30 P.M.  
My hub got a room close to the 
station where we stayed one night.
Tues. 12th  My husband took me 
to see some friends & school mates 
of his.  Mr. & Mrs. Knight, very 
nice people indeed.  Have 2 sweet 
daughters, we are staying here 
while in Chicago.
14th We saw Frank Stewart 
tonight, we went to the Board of 
Trade today & the 

some of the principle 
buildings today.
15th My hub took me to 
see the Stockyards today 
& we eat dinner with 
F. Stewart & he took 
us to see the Museum 
he made my hub & I a 
present of each a nice 
finger ring also 
a collar button.
16th Left Chicago 
at 3”25 P.M.
Sun 17th Arrived at Detroit 
at 5:25 in the morning.
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Mon. 18th April 1887 
Left Detroit, Mich. 
At 6:25 a.m. we went 
to see Miss Anna Eva Fay the 
Medium at Detroit Opera 
House last night.  
We stayed at the St. 
Charles all yesterday, 
a very nice Hotel, Detroit 
is a very nice place.  
We arrived 10:25 a.m. 
London, Ontario, Canada, 
visited Miss Brown & 
eat luncheon with her.  
Left London at 4:30 P.M. 
arrived at Toronto

18th April 1887
At 7 P.M.  Went to the 
Union Hotel had 
supper walked around 
town, a very pretty place.
19th  My husband went 
to see several friends, we 
spent the day & stayed 
overnight at Mr. 
S. Hobbs.
20th We left on the 8:
40 a.m. train.  Arrived 
in Montreal 10 a.m. 
on the 21st.  Walked around 
town, we saw part of the 
Ice Castle remaining 
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& went through several churches, 
eat dinner and left in the 
afternoon.  Reached Richmond in 
the evening.  Father-in-law and 
little Freddy was at the station 
to meet us.  We were rec’d very 
kindly, we stayed 6 days.
27th We left Richmond at  7 P.M.
28th Arrived in Boston at 10:45 
a.m. Tired.
out.

29th April 1887
We  left Boston at 6 P.M. on Old 
Colony Train for Steamer Pilgrim 
to take  us to New York via “Fall 
River”.  The Pilgrim was a perfect 
floating palace.
30th We arrived in New York 
about 2:30 P.M. got our luggage 
off Steamer & put on Ferry for 
New Jersey.  Arrived at New 
Jersey about 12 a.m. had our 
luggage to Ocean Steamer, City of 
Berlin of the Inman Line.  We



112

DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

30th April 1887
Went to visit Mr. & Mrs. 
Hawkey, friends of my 
husband’s father & mother 
& stayed there all night, they 
treated us extremely kind.

1st May 1887
1st We left “Jersey City”, N.J. for 
Liverpool per Inman Steamer, 
City of “Berlin” at 10:30 a.m. 
& arrived in Liverpool on the 
10th about midday after a most 
delightful passage, 

after having our luggage 
examined by custom house 
officers, & sent to railway 
station, we went & called on Mr. 
E.H. Bryon & went to his home 
& stayed 4 days, visited Cousin 
Kate Robson & stayed one night.
15th Liverpool at 11 a.m. for 
“Bambro” J.W. Robson & E.H. 
Bryson came to see us off.  We 
arrived at New Castle at 5P.M. 
& changed for Billon.  Changed 
there 
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for Lucker Station for “Bambro” 
arrived at Bambro about 
7:30P.M., tired out, my stepfather 
was at the station to meet us.

16th June 1887
16th  We left Bambro to go to 
Shields to start Business to day.
16th We opened our Hair 
Dressing Parlors today.
19th Anna Eva Fay 

of America, the great Spiritual 
medium & her husband & child 
visited us today.  We attended 
their séances while they were 
here.  She is wonderful.
21st My husband & I went to 
Sunderland and drank with Mr. 
& Mrs. Pingree “Anna Eva Fay” 
& had a very pleasant time.  Our 
bathroom was finished today.
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A Grand Concert
Tuesday, February 7th, 1888

Song, with Guitar Accompaniment
“For goodness sake don't say I told you”

Mrs. G.A. Gymer
South Shields, Northumberland, England
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Woodbine Cottage, Bambro
March 28th, 1888

We arrived here today from So. 
Shields, after selling out our 
business on account of our health.  
Climate don’t suit us.  My husband 
& I completely broken down.
April 9th  Got a letter from bro 
Seton informing us of his wife’s 
death in San Bernardino, Cal.
8th Wrote to Seton today.
Wed. 18th My husband went by 
the Trip to So. Shields 

today, from there he will go to 
Liverpool to take the steamer for 
America.  I wrote to Mr. Bryson 
and informed him of my hub 
going to Liverpool & to expect 
him Thurs. 13th.  I wrote to 
Mrs. N. E. Stewart today.

Fred Kaucher
No 15 Rausch St.
Bet 7 & 8 Howard & Folsom 
      S.F.,Cal.
--------------------
Richard, Aug. Emile.
Gaebler Hairdresser
-------------------
J.H. Hancock began work 
on the 31st of August
-----------------
Sept.22nd
Stock on hand
19 in my work ?
6 new knives ?
6 shears
1 pr ? use shears
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George Augustus Gymer traveled from Liverpool to New York - April 25, 1888



117

YEAR-YEAR

Menu on R.M.S. “Britannic”  April 1888
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

George Seaton Walker (1855-1896) came to the United States from England.  
He was naturalized on 20 June 1888 in Los Angeles, California

He signed his name as Geo. Seaton Walker
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Richmond, P. Q.
Oct. 5th, 1888

My Dear George
 I have lost your address but remember that it was San Jose 
therefore chance this finding you.  In the first place I leave here 
tomorrow on my holidays and am going to visit your Brother 
Williams at Earlington, Ky so concluded to write you before I 
start.  We received your letter and was pleased to hear that you 
were in __________and likely to do well and hope you will 
soon be able to obtain a home again for yourself and Kate.
I knew well what your trip to England would result in, nothing 
but loss of money and time, but its no use crying over spilt-
milk, the only thing now is to put your shoulder to the wheel 
and go in and win what you have lost and get Kate with you as 
soon as possible, which I sincerely trust you will do.  I received 
a letter from her in which she says she expects to become a 
mother.  This leaves her with hands tied and you must depend 
on your own escertives but I will not say anymore on this 
subject as you will I am sure do so.
 I received an illustrated paper from you a few days ago. 
If you have any papers to spare please send them.  I am happy 
to say we are all well except poor Charley.  He is the same this 
fall as he is every year.  Mary, her baby and husband are all 
well, they were up as far as Toronto last week, and also called 
on Uncle Sparrow Port heder they returned last Monday.  We 
have had wretched weather for the past two months, rain nearly 
everyday and frost on September 6th and several since then and 
a little snow also.  The crops are low and provisions will be dear 
this winter.
 The Secretary of our lodge received a letter from Durvell 
in which he asks where you live.  He is in Washington Territory 
and has been in British Columbia, you may see his some day.  I 
am informed by those who know that he is a reformed man and 
a staunch Temperance man and is doing well.  I have no more 
news to give you only to say that your mother and all the rest 
- send their love to you.  I should like you to write as soon as 
possible and let me know if you get this letter.
 Yours affectionately,
 G.G. Gymer
Bosc 68 Richmond Station, Province of Quebec, Canada

October 1888 letter to George A.G. Gymer from his father, G.G. Gymer
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George Gayden Henry Gymer
(1835-1907)

Mary Ann Castle Gymer
(1833-1902)

Parents of George Augustus Gordon Gayden Gymer (1857-1920)
Grandparents of Estelle and Francis Gymer
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Steilacoom, W.T.
21 Nov. 1888
Friend George,

 Your welcome letter received.  I was 
very glad to hear you were so near to us, 
when I was in Frisco a little over a year ago, 
I often thought of you and said to myself 
little did I think a year or two ago I would be 
trudging over the same ground as George.  
I was often at Oakland, Alameda and I was 
very near buying a home in Berkeley.  

 I am awful glad to hear from you and 
would like to see you very much.  I can’t at 
this writing give you a full description of 
things that has happened since last I heard 
from you suffice to say at this writing that 
we have met with the greatest of success 
wherever we played, this coast suits me to 
a T for fishing & hunting.  I have bought 
considerable property and am settled down 
for life in a nice snuggery I built on the 
shore of the Sound.  We are now about to 
start out for 3 months Portland, Seattle, and 
Spokane Falls.  Then we return home, if I get 
good inducements to play Frisco for 4 weeks 
I may take that in also.
 George excuse a long letter this time 
will give you more particulars in my next.  
My wife and family (5 children) are in 
excellent health and all join in the best 
wishes they can give for your good fortune, 
so I will close hoping to see you soon.
  Yours as of old,
  Frank Derville
  Steilacoom, W. T.

November 1888 letter
to George A.G. Gymer

from his friend Frank Derville
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Grass Valley, Nevada County California
April 14th 1889
My Dear Wife,

I received your loving and welcome 
letter of March 25th the day before 
yesterday, and today being Sunday, I 
take it as my first and best opportunity 
to answer it without being disturbed.  
I have been working up to 3 o’clock 
without having had any dinner, and 
took in $4.00 for Sundays work, after 
which being too late for getting a meal 
at the hotel, I went to work and cooked 
a meal for myself, as I cannot get even a 
decent meal in any of the restaurants for 
50cents.  Thanks for the papers.

And so now my darling, even 
although I feel very tired and it is now 7 
o’clock in the evening, the greatest desire 
of my heart, impels me through my love 
for my dear 

2nd

wife and child, to answer her letter while 
I have a period of quietness, in which 
to concentrate my thoughts.  Katie 
darling there is an old saying, “talk of 
the Devil and he will be sure to appear”.  
I have just been talking of having a little 
quietness in which to concentrate my 
thoughts, and no sooner do I finish 
the last word, than that nuisance of 
an institution called the Salvation 
Army, which parade the streets with an 
apology for a brass band, every night, 
rendering the very air hideous with their 
discordant noise, just about the same as 
they used to in South Shields, only more 
vigorous, and imagine they are praising 
God by disturbing peaceful folks, with 
such hellish music.

They are building a large barracks 
here, large enough to hold  

Box 296 Richmond
1316 G Street
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3rd

500 or 600 hundred people, and 
between them and the churches of 
which there are 7 or 8, people here 
ought to stand a fair chance of getting 
to heaven, for there are services held in 
some of the churches every evening of 
the week, and the people here are very 
religious apparently.

But although the people are so 
religious, the “Devil” also holds the fort, 
and is represented by the vast number 
of saloons, every other business house 
nearly on the business streets being 
a saloon, or barroom, besides liquor 
being sold in the groceries, by the 
bottle.  In fact Grass Valley contains far 
more churches and saloons for its size, 
than any town of its population that I 
know of, but that seems to be the way of 
it nearly all mining towns, 

4th
an even mixture of good and evil.

Nearly all the people of this 
town are English miners, and like 
their Northumberland and Durham 
brethren, they spend considerable of 
their earnings in the saloons, and public 
houses, as they call them in England, 
and consequently there is considerable 
drunkenness here the same as at South 
Shields.  Now darling, for all that that 
bit of local tattling, you are indebted to 
the Salvation Army having disturbed 
the general tide of my thoughts, and 
so as peace reigns again, I will again 
try and say what was uppermost in my 
mind, previous to the disturbance.  My 
Darling it fairly made my heart sink, 
when I read in your letter, that you 
anticipated remaining in England for 
another year, as I was look-
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ing forward to your coming out here, 
some time this summer, and I have been 
making all the preparations possible to 
receive you and have things somewhat 
home like when you arrived here, and 
have also written to father for his advice 
as to what he thought would be the best 
way to have you come out here, by what 
line of steamers, and whether he could 
purchase a ticket for you in Montreal, 
from the Allan Steamship Line, sailing 
from Glasgow, Scotland, to Québec, 
and forward the ticket to you from 
Montreal by registered letter, as to send 
the money to England, cost considerable 
for commission of exchange of money 
between this country and England.  
However my darling, you may be right 
in saying that it might be dangerous for 
baby and yourself to cross the ocean so 

6th

soon, and so if you think you and baby 
will not feel strong enough to cross 
the water, and you think you can be 
contented for a year happily, why then 
my darling, rather then have anything 
happen to either baby or yourself, I will 
try and live alone, and do the best I can, 
for the love I have for you both, but, 
even now, I can feel, and realize that 
I shall have to undergo a vast amount 
of anguish of mind, in the sacrifice of 
my lonely condition.  However darling 
I shall willingly undergo the sacrifice, 
if it pleases mother and Rogerson, to 
have you and the baby there, for that 
length of time, and so long as you are 
made comfortable, and your company 
is appreciated, and our darling little 
one is not in anyone’s way.  Last week I 
attended 
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7th

an auction sale of household furniture, 
and bought a splendid walnut bedroom 
set, consisting of a large high backed 
bedstead, a large double bureau, with 
a large mirror attached, a washstand 
with commode for chambers, and a 
table all for $10.25, and I also bought 
a lot of large pictures, for fitting out 
my shop, for about one tenth of what 
they were worth, and I anticipate 
attending another sale tomorrow, if 
I can get away and am not busy, to 
purchase some other things I am in 
need of.  Darling, when I took the shop 
I am now in, has proved the best one I 
possibly could have made, and besides 
having been occupied by the business 
for nearly 25 years, previous to my 
taking it, the stand 

8th

is the most centrally located of any 
other establishment in town.

Last night one of the brass bands 
of the town, played some very choice 
selections of music, from the veranda 
of the Electric light and gas company’s 
store which is on the opposite side 
of the street from by shop, and I 
understand they are going to continue 
practicing there every Saturday night, 
throughout the summer season.  I am 
getting acquainted very fast with some 
of the best people of the town, and they 
all seem to be highly pleased with my 
workmanship, I am being very highly 
spoken of among them, and I am 
certain that although there are so many 
shops in town, I get a full share of the 
trade besides attaining the best class of 
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9th

the business.  Today ends my 2nd month, 
and although the month has been a very 
stormy one and most people complaining 
of things being dull, my receipts footed up 
to $110.25, being but 50cents short of last 
month.

Of course my expenses are as yet 
correspondingly heavy from having so many 
things to purchase in fitting out my place 
both shop and household, and therefore I 
am not yet able to lay anything by, in the 
shape of a bank fund, but then by the time 
you come out here I hope to be somewhat 
comfortable settled, and before long hope 
to be able to save something, but it cost me 
nearly double to live, to what it would if you 
were here, because as business is now, I have 
to pay high for my living as I cannot 

10th

procure my meals regularly, and have not 
the time to cook for myself, as I did when I 
first started.  My pet, I am very much pleased 
to hear that you pleased the people at the 
Bamboro’ Concert, and there is considerable 
local amateur talent in Grass Valley, and 
Nevada City, the county seat, about 4 miles 
from here I think that is one thing that will 
tend to make you like Grass Valley, and 
nearly everyone here of any standing, has a 
piano in the house, and there are frequently 
local concerts and parties.

Now my pet, as I am rather tired, I will 
close with my warmest love, and kindest 
regards, to mother and Rogerson, and 
everlasting Love and kisses, for my dear wife 
and sweet little daughter from your loving 
devoted husband, 

G.A. Gymer  
May God bless you all.  G..A.G.
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Santa Barbara, California
August 9th, 1889

My Dear Wife,
I have just received you letter of July 

21st this afternoon, and although at first 
I thought of not answering it till Sunday 
afternoon, when I would have a better 
opportunity and more leisure time, but 
as it is rather dull in the way of business, 
I thought I would try and do my best to 
answer it at once.  My darling pet I am 
very sorry indeed to have caused you so 
much anxiety on account of my delay in 
writing sooner, but my pet it was really 
unavoidable under the circumstance, of 
which it is unnecessary for me for me to 
repeat here, for as you well  know of my 
nature, I always dread any reiteration of 
the unpleasant past, 

2nd

the remembrance of which I always like to 
forget, except that in so far as it serves to 
teach a lesson to ones profit in the future, 
but I do not like to brood over unfortunate 
circumstances of the past, for to me it is 
like a child crying over split milk, and 
only tends to complicate matters, and as 
for getting any one else to write my letters 
for me, that is another thing I very much 
dislike, unless it be some near friend or 
relative, so I postponed it until I was able 
to write for myself.  My darling you ask me 
if I can send you a paper with the account 
of the Grass Valley fire.  I regret to say 
that now I cannot do so, although I might 
have done so at the time, as there were full 
accounts of it in both Grass Valley and 
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San Francisco papers, but I was too 
much worried and upset at the time 
to think of anything except what was 
immediately necessary, to get myself on 
my feet again, but Mrs. Stewart read the 
account of it in the S.F. papers, and she 
told me she was going to write to you, 
and I presumed by this time she has 
written you an account of it.  I thought 
I gave you an account of it in my last 
letter, but as I was rather unsettled 
when I wrote my last letter, and you ask 
me in your letter how the fire started, 
it seems that I could not have done so.  
The fire started in a restaurant next to 
the Post Office, burning that and nearly 
the whole town, which was built mostly 
of wooden material, and to make 
matters worse one of

4th

 the principal mines employing over 
500 men caught on fire at the 1000 
feet level, underground, in which 3 
men lost their lives.  The fire has been 
burning from that time until about 3 
weeks ago, destroying the mine and 
thereby throwing all the men out of 
employment, and making Grass Valley 
full of idle drunken men who are rough 
at the best of times, but when idle and 
drunk are simply despicable.  It was 
very fortunate through that the fire was 
discovered when it was, or the loss of 
life would have been something terrible.  
The men of what is called the day shift, 
had just quit work, and were returning 
home, and the night shift, or men who 
work all night and relieve the day men, 
were just going 
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down into the mine when the fire was 
discovered, and the alarm given by 
some of the miners who had already 
gone to the 1000 feet level, and about 
2 dozen of them overcome by the gas 
and brought up in an unconscious 
condition, and one poor fellow had the 
top of his head completely severed by 
being jammed between the hoisting 
cage, and the timbers of the sides of the 
shaft of the mine, and two poor fellows 
were overcome entirely, and had to 
be abandoned to their fate, and their 
bodies were only recovered about three 
weeks ago, in the water at the bottom of 
the 1000 ft. level.  My darling I received 
the letter containing our darling little 
ones hair, and that was the last ones I 
received until the one I received today, 
so I presume it must have gone 

6th

on to Grass Valley.  I wrote there 
when I first came here, asking them to 
forward my mail matter on here, but as 
yet have not received any from there, 
but I guess they are rather upside down 
in the Post Office there since the fire, 
as I know they had only a temporary 
fitted up place, when I left there.  If I 
did not acknowledge the receipt of the 
letter containing our little pets hair 
darling, it was simply an oversight, 
from being so much worried in mind 
at the time I wrote.  What a lovely 
head of hair she must have, and oh my 
darling you can only imagine how I 
long to clasp you both in my arms, in a 
long and loving embrace.  Concerning 
little Estelle’s hair darling there is one 
request I wish to make and that is, that 
you will 
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never have her hair cut, as you will find 
the hair will grow more silky and longer, 
if never cut.  I am very much pleased 
to hear that our little pet is liked so 
much by everybody and more especially 
pleased to hear that she is so much 
liked and loved by her Grandmother 
and Grandfather Rogerson, and that 
the child grows fond of them both, and 
that you are living so happily together.  
Today I sent by mail 4 photographs and 
a pamphlet describing Santa Barbara.  
Two of them are on the beach and one 
of them are is an old Spanish living here 
108 years old, which I thought would 
please mother and tell her from me that 
if she wants to live to 100 years, both 
her and Rogerson had better come to 
Santa Barbara, 

8th

and end their days with us in this 
peaceful and lovely city by the sea, 
where the climate is lovely, and the 
flowers grow perpetually winter and 
summer and old age is enjoyable and 
heavenly.  My darling I am not at all 
sorry that I left Grass Valley, for not 
only was the climate changeable and 
uncertain, but the society of the place 
was anything but desirable for persons 
of refined tastes, in fact it was very 
much like the mining class of people 
of Shields, rough and fond of bar-
room associations.  About the only 
redeemable feature about the place was 
that the people were inclined after their 
own fashion to be musical, even to the 
Salvation Army having a large brass 
band, out of which they seemed to try 



131

1870-YEAR

9th

to compete with each other as to who 
could produce the most inharmonious 
sounds, while under the impression they 
were producing the most harmonious 
music.

Among the women, there certainly 
were some with very fine voices, and 
Grass Valley can boast of having turned 
out at least one very fine vocalist, via 
“Emma Nevada” who was born there.  
Now Santa Barbara is just the reverse of 
grass Valley in every respect, there being 
here a lovely sea beach, fine drives, a 
lovely climate, in fact it is acknowledged 
to be the finest climate in the world, 
by all eastern and European tourists 
and there is very fine society and it is 
remarkable free from the usual vice of 
large cities.  In all the places I 

10th

was ever been in I never saw so many 
lady horseback riders, as there are 
galloping along the wide, well paved 
main thoroughfares of Santa Barbara, 
which extends from the wharf and Sea 
Shore, for nearly 3 miles being evenly 
paved its whole length.

There is also a very fine public 
library here, and a museum of natural 
curiosities.  The library contains a very 
fine and choice assortment of books 
on all subjects, by eminent authors.  
One can live here just as cheap as in 
San Francisco, and command what in 
England, only the rich can command, 
with their wealth.

Fruits of all kinds almost the year 
round, but I will not dwell any further 
on
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 this topic or people in England may 
think I am fabrication what they 
term a Yankee lie.  However, as the 
have mostly a great reverence for the 
statements of the Clergy as a class, 
I have sent you a pamphlet written 
by one of their members, which 
will perhaps have more place of 
argument, than any thing I may have 
to say in praise of the subject, and 
so I will only add that I can vouch 
for the truth of every statement the 
author has made there concerning 
Santa Barbara.

By the way darling I forgot to 
mention concerning the photos I 
sent, that one of them is a Chinese 
funeral, and further up on the same 
side of the street, in a low one story 
build-

12th

ing, which I have marked with a cross 
of the pen like this X, just under 
the front of the sign, which if you 
observe closely you will recognize it 
is the shop in which I am now trying 
to build up a business, and get on 
my feet again once more.  Business 
is very dull indeed just now all over 
California, and it is especially dull 
just at present in Santa Barbara, and 
everyone said I had grit in attempting 
to start in business, while things are 
so dull, but as I have a great desire to 
make Santa Barbara my permanent 
home, and there not being any 
opening for work in my line, and 
having brought a chair with me, I was 
bound to crowd on top somewhere 
even at the risk of being thrown 
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down again in my struggle to gain a 
footing and for the 1st month everything 
seemed very blue, and I came out a 
little behind, but now I am gradually 
beginning to gather a little firmer 
hold, and this month the business 
prospects seem somewhat brighter, as 
I have made a few friends, and I am 
beginning to acquire a little trade with 
the electricity, having paid my rent this 
month with my battery alone, in treating 
my landlord who is suffering from the 
same complaint poor Frank died with, 
viz “Brights Disease of the kidneys”, and 
from attaining some success with him, 
I have another patient in hand, and am 
progressing very favorably with him also 
and as he has considerable influence 
being in the undertaking business, I may 
by and by ac-

14th

quire in that way some business more 
especially as I have discovered a new and 
improved methods of treating various 
diseases, through the medium of the 
electric current, invented by a physician 
of New York City, and which is more 
scientific than any method heretofore in 
use, and preeminently more successful.  
However, I am applying all my energies 
very close to business, and trying 
faithfully to do the best I can, and if I do 
not succeed it will not be my fault as far 
as a close application to business go to 
make one successful, and the very idea 
of trying to get a home for my darling 
wife and child is the main ambitious 
thought, that spurs me on to increased 
energy.  You  ask me darling if I received 
a letter from Mr. Carter, Yes, my 
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love, I did, while in Grass Valley and 
a big scare it gave one on receiving it 
from the fact of its being enclosed in a 
very deep boarded mourning envelope, 
with the North Shields post mark, I was 
at a loss to know who it was from and 
I could scarcely open it from nervous 
anxiety.  However from circumstantial 
disquietude of mind, I have been unable 
to answer it, but the first time I get a 
little leisure that does not demand my 
attention to something more important, 
I will answer it, as the information he 
request me to supply him with requires 
some time to answer, to do the subject 
the proper justice. 

In regard to Mrs. Stewart she has not 
got her divorce yet, but thinks she will 
have no trouble now in procuring it in a 
short time, and also for Mr. White’s.  

16th

She and Mr. Potts are still together 
and they both showed me the kindest 
hospitality when I visited them, and 
seem very jubilant over their prospective 
success in the courts.  She wrote to me 
a while in Grass Valley asking me if 
I would testify if required, as to what 
Frank Stewart told me while in Chicago, 
but my testimony will now not be needed 
so her lawyer says as they will have 
significant evidence without it.  Yes, my 
dear I shall do as you say and not get any 
more house hold furniture, until you 
come out, and then we can as you suggest 
consult each other and purchase what we 
need together.  With my warmest love to 
mother and Rogerson and yourself and 
little Estelle love and kisses

I remain your devoted husband
XXXXXX Geo. A. Gymer XX
P.S.  I have not yet heard from Seaton.
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916 State St.
Santa Barbara Cal Jan 10th 1890
Many thanks for your nice Xmas Card. 
G.A.G.
My Dear Wife
 I received your loving letter of 
December 5th abt our darlings birthday, 
and I thought of her on that day and 
longed very much to be able to caress 
her, and it seemed very hard for me 
to be parted from my wife and child, 
and the child a year old and I've never 
yet seen her nor had an opportunity to 
even get one kiss from her.
 My darling I guess you will get this 
letter almost as soon as the one I wrote 
before Christmas, as there has been 
no mail sent from or arrived in Santa 
Barbara, since before Christmas, on 
account of the heavy floods with wash 
outs, which 

swept away and destroyed nearly all the 
rail road bridges, and tracks, all over 
the country, making a most complete 
stoppage to travel and business of all 
kinds, so that I only got your letter the 
day before yesterday, together with one 
from Mr. Ramsay concerning the Taxes 
and which I should have got on the 31st 
of Dec.  The letter itself I herein enclose, 
as it will explain itself.  Mr. Ramsay says 
that there seems to be some error in 
the assessment for 1889 and requests 
that I send him last year's tax receipts, 
and I have sent them to him today by 
registered letter.  By the bill head of 
his letter he seems to have obtained an 
office in the Comptroller's Office, in 
Austin, Texas.
The weather all over California has been 

January 1890 letter to Catherine Seton Walker Gymer from her husband, George A.G. Gymer
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something very unusual and 
disagreeable this winter with 
floods and landslides all over the 
Pacific Coast, such as has never 
been known before in the memory 
of its oldest people while on the 
Atlantic Coast the weather has been 
unusually mild, and even where 
father lives in Canada he writes me 
there has been a green Christmas.  
From the effects of the weather and 
other causes business of all kinds 
has been almost at a standstill, and 
very few are even paying expenses.  
For a week now the rains have 
ceased, caused by a change of the 
wind, which now blows very strong 
from the north, and last Sunday the 
hills and mountains about Santa 
Barbara were covered with snow, 
some

thing that has never been seen 
before around Santa Barbara, and it 
renders the air wretchedly cold and 
disagreeable.   Although there are 
a great many giving up business in 
despair, my partner and I manage 
by the very strictest of economy to 
keep our heads above water, but 
even we would have had to give 
up, if it had not have been for my 
electric business, which I have so far 
managed to pay my shop rent with.  
However, we intend to try and hold 
the business down until next March 
or April, and then we intend to both 
go to San Francisco, and try and 
get started in a small way there, as 
business in Santa Barbara is always 
very dull in the summer
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season, the winter here being the 
busy season, when the tourists are 
here, in November, December, 
January, February, and March, but 
this winter the severe storms and 
floods have knocked everything on 
the head completely, and thrown 
things back so far as Santa Barbara is 
concerned, at least 5 years, as regards 
future prospects for business.  I think 
anyway Katie, that take everything 
all in all, San Francisco will be the 
best place for us to live, for although 
I would not be able to make so much 
money, I certainly can by using the 
same economy I am obliged to do in 
country towns, from the high prices of 
everything, save more, and it is what 
one is able to save, and not what one 
makes, that tells

in the long run, and besides in San 
Francisco if I found business at a 
standstill, I could nearly always 
manage to get work in some of the 
large down town shops, at some kind 
of wages, but I would always much 
rather have a business of my own, be 
it ever so small, as one is more sure 
thereby of steady employment even 
if things are dull and discouraging 
sometimes.
I am very glad to hear my dear that 
you are on such good terms with your 
distant relative Monsignor Seton the 
Catholic prelate and Rector of St. 
Joseph's Church Jersey City N.J. as by 
cultivating his acquaintance he may 
be of some service to you when you 
arrive at Jersey City, and also may at 
some time in the future there
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is no telling but what something of benefit 
may result from such an acquaintance, 
to yourself and our dear little daughter 
anyway the cultivation of the friendship 
of such an eminent gentleman and divine, 
can certainly do no harm.
Where the Rev gentleman's Rectory is, 
is not very far from where Mrs Hawkey 
lived, as the street cars to Jersey City 
Heights, passes where they lived on the 
same street.  The Hawkeys poor things, 
have been very unfortunate indeed as 
they were burned out of house and home, 
losing everything they had in the world, 
and to make matters worse Mr Hawkey 
poor fellow, was struck by a passing 
locomotive engine, on the morning after 
the fire, and had both his legs and and 

arm broken and is now in the hospital, 
and they are being taken care of by 
the Odd Fellows, in which order, he 
fortunately was in good standing 
financially.  From times being so dull and 
business being so slack, I have had a great 
deal of leisure time at my disposal which 
I employed studying up and reading, and 
lately I have been reading the life and 
incident in connection with the life of 
Mary Queen of Scots.  
Before now, I have never been sufficiently 
interested in Scottish history accept as 
I have come across it incidentally in 
connection with the history of England   
But of late, having so much leisure time 
on my hands, and from thinking of my 
dear wife and little one, and their being so 
prominently connected with 
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Scottish history in the past through the Seton 
family, I took it into my head to hunt the 
public library over for some good records of 
the “Seaton family,” and a reliable history of 
the incidences in the life of Mary Queen of 
Scots.  At last, after hunting the whole library 
over I came across a very reliable history, 
and record of incidents of Mary Queen of 
Scots, by Agnes Stricland, who is herself 
connected with the nobility of Scotland, and 
therefore a very good and reliable historian, 
and the work is published form Edinborough, 
Scotland.   It was to the wedding of her cousin 
that I attended by invitation in Summerland, 
The Spiritualist Colony 5 miles from Santa 
Barbara, last summer, and where I told you 
in one of my letters, I wrote to on horse back.  
Well my 

darling, I found a great many histories in the 
library purporting to give an account of Mary 
Queen of Scots, and in which the Seton’s 
were mentioned but the name was spelled, 
“Seaton” and in none was the name spelled 
right except in the one above mentioned in 
which I have now in my possession, having 
exchanged it for some other books I had by 
me, thinking that some of the information in 
it may sometime prove of some value in the 
future to yourself or our child, and thereby 
my trouble may prove valuable.
In it I find that Lord George Seton, was 
grand master of the royal households of 
Mary Queen of Scots and was one of the 
commissioners appointed to go 
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over to France to settle the terms of 
the marriage between Mary Queen of 
Scots, and the Dolphin Francis, son of 
the King of France.  On the way over to 
France, the vessels were ship wrecked, 
one off the Abbs Head, on the coast of 
Scotland and the other off the coast of 
Boulogne in France, and ll except tow of 
the Commissioners, were drowned and 
among the drowned was Lord George 
Seton who was the father of Mary Seton, 
who was maid of honor to Mary Queen 
of Scots.  I also learned from the record 
that when Mary Queen fled from her 
own castle, with Lord Darnley after the 
murder of Rizzio in the castle, that they 
took refuge in the Seton castle and also 
that a banquet was given to the queen 
by Lord Seton, brother of Mary Seton, 
and who was also Grand Master of the 
Queen’s Household, and also that, while 
in 

her trouble, the Pope of Rome sent over 
to the queen from Rome ₤ 8,000 as a 
present to the queen, and that the ship 
was wrecked on the coast of Bamborough 
and the Earl of North Umberland got the 
money and claimed that he had a right to 
keep all that was wrecked off the coast.  
But Bamborough was afterwards broken 
into by robbers from Scotland and the 
money taken possession by them, after 
the refusal of the earl of Northumberland 
to give the plunder up to its rightful 
owner, Mary Queen of Scots.   The 
history also says the Queen Mary 
surrounded herself with somber images, 
and emblems of  mortality.  Among other 
things she had a watch in the shape of a 
coffin for her own use, and another 
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in the form of a helmeted death head, 
which she presented to her favorite 
maid of honor, Mary Seton.  Both 
are still I existence.  The first is in 
the possession of Sir Peter Murray 
Threipland, Bart. Of Fingask Castle 
Parthshire, Scotland, the other in 
that of Sir John Dick Lauder, Bart of 
Fountain Hall, who inherits it from 
the Seton Family.  It is of filigree silver 
and the emblems, and imagery, of this 
interesting relic of the royal Mary and 
her faithful attendant; Mary Seton, 
are the most exquisite workmanship, 
representing the trespass of Adam and 
Eve, and introduction  of death into 
the world by them, in consequence of 
their disobedience.  
 The King of Terrors, a grim 
skeleton occupies 

the foreground.  Above is a Latin 
motto, declaring that the punishment 
of sin is eternal perdition, while the 
hope of refuge from that doom is 
shown by the cross, implying the 
redemption of the world through the 
atonement of Christ.  The works of 
the watches still perform their office, 
and the bell under the dome of the 
skull strikes the hour, in tones as clear 
and as true as when it reminded Mary 
Seton, and her royal mistress, of the 
lapse of time, nearly 3 centuries ago.
 The maker name is Moyce of 
Blois, France.  The Rev. James Machill, 
of Penny Ridge, Scotland, has a water 
colored drawing of the Seton watch.
 Now my darling I have given 
you the full details of my research, 
thinking it would perhaps 
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prove interesting to mother and 
yourself, as I can assure my darling, it 
has certainly proved very interesting 
reading to  me, and helped me to pass 
away the dull hours of my leisure time.
 Now my darling I want to tell you 
of a resolution I have come to with 
myself.  You know it has always been 
my ambition to become a first-class 
physician, and scientist, and you know 
how hard I have always studied to attain 
my ambition.  Well I have made up my 
mind to cast my ambition to the winds, 
and from now on to study as hard how 
to make money and save it, as I have for 
my ambition to attain fame and honor.

 So when you come out here, do not 
be surprised to see me working at some 
rough sort of work, for I intend to take 
hold of anything no matter how low 
down the social scale it may be, so long 
as there seems to be any chance in it to 
make the most money, and I think there 
will be, more chances for me in a large 
city like San Francisco, than in a small 
place, and so I shall do the best I can 
where I am, till about March or April, 
and then get to San Francisco.  I have 
not heard from Seton [George Seton 
Walker (1855-1896)] lately, although I 
have been trying to obtain a job for him 
here, and I partly had a job and wrote to 
him about it, but he has not answered 
it.  I will now conclude with my best 
and warmest love, and kindest wishes 
to yourself and out darling Estelle also 
to Rogerson and mother, and hoping 
that God will bless and prosper you all 
are ever the prayers of your devoted 
and affectionate husband.
XXXXXXXXXX Geo. A. Gymer
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 George Augustus Gymer was the last person listed on the second page of the following ship manifest for passage from London to 

Melbourne in October 1890. 
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30 September 1894
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

San Francisco - 16th May 1895

Dear friend George!

I suppose you will surprised receiving the present letter from me as you have given 
me up, after such a long spell of writing to you, but dear friend there are times in the 
periods of  human live, that you think of your friends only like in a dream.  You get 
stranded by the circumstances that you hardly know if it is fit to write to your friends 
the position, and you choose the easiest way of not writing.

I am not lazy to write as so many others but I owe to be in good circumstances to do it.  
I like to let my friends know, when I am getting on well, so George you will understand 
that the reason, why I did not keep up with you a lively correspondence is that I had 
hell in this, I mean in your bl: country since I landed here, and hope to God to once get 
out of it and go to a country to live amongst white people, that is Australia.

I don’t think (not guess) that there is any hell, Siberia or Hindoo country to be 
compared to this bl. Country in lawlessness, corruption and brutality. pst!

I hope to sail on next steamer for Auckland and settle down for good there, no 
more shifts for me.  This bl. Country has given me a lesson and should I ever meet a 
Chinaman after I land in the colonies I will take off my hat before him esteeming him 
as one of the best class I have met in my travels fit to be an U.S. citizen, and will make it 
as my duty to recommend any Fook On or On War Yang to go the bl. Land of the free 
and the Home of the Brave!

I have seen your letter to Kerkhoff in which you remind me, I am sorry for you 
friend George to see you in Hi-lo or Lo-Hi just as much as I am sorry for myself to 
be in this shit where I am now, cheer up friend and try to get out of it and let us go 
to live amongst men. Who is the man you meet when you awake in the morning? 
A Chinaman, an American, a Jap?  Is that a society for a man of your and my age to 
associate with?  We have been amongst better people and let us go and live the rest of 
our lives amongst men.

Should you want to write to me address to C.O. Auckland, New Zealand; I hope you 
will take my advise and do the same as I and should I be able in course of the time to 
pull you out of the position in which you are at present be sure I will do it, at present 
I am unable to do anything for you, but I will not forget you are cornered in the 
wilderness.  Write to me and I will answer,

Your friend,

E Ruhm??
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KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

Elizabeth “Lizzie” Walker Walton
Elizabeth Walker Walton was the older sister of 
Francis John Walker, Catherine Seton Walker 
Gymer and George Seton Walker.  Francis 
was 25 years old when his sister Lizzie passed 
away.  Catherine was 13 years old when Lizzie 
passed away and George Seton was 10 years old 
when Lizzie passed away.  Found in the trunk 
is this photo of their dear sister.  In the family 
Bible, her death is recorded as Elizabeth Walker 
Walton as 17 April 1865 in North Shields, 
England.  The bible also has her birthdate 
listed as 12 November 1841 in North Shields, 
Northumberland, England. 
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 June 1896: Death of George Seton Walker (1855-1896)

 George Seton Walker was the younger brother of Francis John Walker and Catherine 
Seton Walker Gymer.  His first wife, Isabella Henderson Walker (1852-1878), died just two years 
after they married.  In 1884, his brother wrote a poem called “My Brother’s Second Wife.” From 
this poem, it can be determined that George Seton Walker married his second wife around 1883.  
 George Seton Walker (1855-1896) fathered two children:  George Francis Walker (1888-
1950) and Kathryn Walker Fraser Roskelley (1892-1966).  The family bible in the posession of 
the Anthony Seton Hancock family includes the death date of George Seton Walker as 19 June 
1896.  For some reason, both of these children were taken to the Children’s Home Society in Los 
Angeles.  Kathryn was raised by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fraser and after the death of both the 
Frasers, Kathryn was raised by the William Thomas Brown family.

George was in touch with Catherine Seton Walker Gymer, his aunt.  George mentions in a letter 
that he had been in contact with her around 1909.  He would have been about 21.
She was listed as his emergency contact in his military file.  She had a photo of him around age 
10.  She received a letter from him in France.  He had no contact with his siter Kathryn Walker 
Fraser Roskelley until after        when William Thomas Brown connected them. Kathryn was 
the person listed as his next of kin in the 1942 “Old Man’s Draft” and then she was the one who 
ordered his headstone after his death.
Kathryn Walker Fraser Roskelley married 
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4 February 1899

Mr. W. H. Harbord
Saloon,

S.S. “Parisian”
J.W.R.
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Liverpool to Canada                       New England to California:  November 1899
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Richmond, Pro of Quebec
Box 296
Canada
Dec. 26, 1899
Dear Sister Kate

As I have not much to do and I am just 
getting over an attack of cold on my chest 
– I thought I could not do better than drop 
you a few lines, particularly at this season 
of the year.  Father [George G. Gymer 
(1835-1918)] is just in receipt of a letter 
from George [George Augustus Gordon 
Gayden Gymer (1857-1920)] giving a full 
account of his doings for some time past 
and I see by the address that he still has 
the old 

fault of moving from place to place.  He is 
now in San Diego, 1316 G. Street  Cal.  He 
also sends us a business card and the sight 
of which does not much look like ‘hard 
times.’ He thinks the future of this city he 
is now in will be better in time to come 
and it is a promised land to him.  Well my 
only hope is that it will only prove so but I 
always say, as soon as George gets enough 
to move to the next town, off he goes and 
we hear of him again in some other place 
in it he mentions 

From Frederick Herbert Gymer (b. 1874), 
brother to the husband of Catherine Gymer
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you and the trouble you’re 
having about your rights 
over your mother’s will.  I 
hope it may be settled by now 
but dear Kate don’t let these 
wolves (lawyer’s I mean) get it 
all,  better give up a little that 
does rightly belong to you 
than to go to law and let them 
get it all.  I don’t know. I may 
be wrong in judging lawyers 
in England but that is what I 
think of them in this country.  
George also says in his letter 
he would like Fred to drop a 
line by way of consolation. 
Well now, that is just the 

opportunity I have been 
waiting for.  I gave him to 
understand that if he wanted 
me to write to him, he would 
have to settle down and not 
be running about the way he 
was doing, for I did not make 
it a practice of writing to the 
“Dead Letter” office through 
a second party, for when I 
did, I would do it personally.  
And as for troubles and hard 
times, I pointed out his own 
Brother Bill’s [William E 
Gymer (1857-1940)] family.  
He is one that has had more 
trouble than any one of our 
family.  He has lost three 
children through death 
altogether, besides having 
a lot of sickness and Willie 
[William John Gymer (1881-
1929)] losing both of his legs, 
but 
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thank God he is spared to us 
and may prove a benefit to 
his mother and father yet, for 
Bill intends to send him to a 
college in Evansville to take a 
thorough Business Education 
and he is also learning 
telegraphing and as Willie 
is a bright lad, he may prove 
a business man.  I suppose 
by this time your Xmas is all 
over and the children been 
visited by Santa Claus and 
received their usual amount 
of presents, inside this letter 
you will find a small ring. 
Please put it on Estelle’s finger 
for me. I hope it may fit for I 
am not much judge of such 
things.   I am now 

6
promoted to engineer and I 
have been running an engine 
for the past month. Last 
Saturday I came in on the 
Montreal morning mail and 
express.  This is something 
unusual for one so young as 
myself and I brought it in on 
time.  A good many would 
not undertake the job but as I 
had the experience last winter 
training on that train, I was 
not one bit nervous about 
taking it.  They have some 
of the largest engines on the 
Grand Trunk at present, as 
large in fact as any of 



155

1870-YEAR

their kind in America.  You have 
some idea of this as I suppose you 
have seen some of these when you 
were in America.  They are not 
much like their wash boilers you 
have over there.  The capacity of 
hauling of these engines are on 
a level 60 cars with a capacity of 
600,000 lbs. to each car.  Mind you, 
this is not rating in the weight of 
the car, but just the carrying of the 
car.  Can they beat that across the 
water?  If so, take them out and 
let us have a look at them.  But I 
suppose you do not take 

enough interest in such things to 
bother yourself about them.   

I am trying my hardest to raise 
a mustache and you ought to see 
my attempt.  It puts me in mind 
of a railway map. “A hair at every 
station”.  It is making me round 
shouldered carrying it around so 
I guess I will have to shave it off 
again.  I don’t look much like either 
of my brothers.  

I think I have spread this letter 
out as far as I can. I will now bring 
it to a close hoping you may soon 
have an end to all your troubles by 
surmounting them and enjoy good 
health.  Father and Mother [Mary 
Anne Castle Gymer b. 1833)]  send 
their love to you and the children 
as do all the rest, including myself 
and wishing you a merry Xmas and 
Happy New Year.

I remain your affectionate 
brother,  Fred  [Fredrick Herbert 
Gymer, born 1874] 
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 Fredrick Herbert Gymer (born 1874)
brother-in law of 

Catherine Seton Walker Gymer

Dorothy Mary Francis Gymer
(1903-1998)

Daughter Fredrick Herbert Gymer 
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Dora Flora Estelle Walker [Loutitt] 
(1902-1987)

and
Juliet Marjorie Walker (b. 1906)

Tea Party February 1908
Going to school December 1912
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Mary Ann Gymer [Fletcher]
(1868-1971)

Tintype of
Mary Ann Gymer [Fletcher] on right



In the margin:  P.S. I will send some railroad maps and 
the best route for you to come when you are ready.  
Please let me know when to send them. G.A.G.

1316 G. Street
San Diego California

Sunday Eve, Jan. 14th, 1900
My Dear Wife
[Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)],

Your ever welcome letter of the 17 Dec. ’99 came 
duly to hand the first part of the week, but I have had 
so many things that needed attention in my business 
affairs, that I could not find time to answer it during 
my ordinary business hours, and usually at nights 
what with one thing and another it is very late before 
I get through, and I then feel too tired and sleepy, and 
Sunday nights are the only hours I can devote to it, 
so as to concentrate my mind away from necessary 
business channels.

My darling I am very much pained and anxious 
to know that you have been caused so much 
inconvenience and worry through that apology 

2
for a man Rogerson [William Rogerson (1826-1909)],
and he has certainly turned out what I always 
considered him to be, a selfish ignorant Bour, with 
no more intelligence of the world than a Hottentots, 
and less feeling and humanity in his composition 
than a Digger Indian, but my darling do not allow 
yourself to be worried by such a man (save the mark) 
but simply keep as cool a head as possible and ignore 
his presence as much as possible and let him do his 
worst, which you will find will avail little with such an 
empty scull and lack of brains and surplus carcass as 
is attached thereto.

I am very much worried and sorrowfully anxious 
to learn of poor little Estelle’s [Estelle Seton Gymer 
(1888-1937)] sickness poor little darling.  I do hope 
sincerely that she may be completely recovered by this 
time and 
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that no after effects will result from the 
serious siege she has been compelled to 
undergo, and that she should have had such 
a disappointment in not having her usual 
birthday party.  Oh how much I sincerely 
regret that I could not have been near you  
to assist and comfort you all in your trouble 
and affliction, but I sincerely pray the 
Almighty may grant you all speedy relief in 
all your troubles and the many difficulties 
with which you are being confronted, and 
open a way by which we may soon be all 
re-united under pleasanter and happier 
conditions in this beautiful climate of San 
Diego, for my darling you can have little 
conception how unhappy and miserable I 
have been these many years of our enforced 
separation, and how weary and tired I am 
getting of living alone, nor how difficult 

4
it is to accomplish anything tangible in 
business, under such worried and unsettled 
conditions.  Oh do try and get your affairs 
settled as soon as possible, or my mind 
will give way under such pressure and for 
God sake, Katie, as you are the only woman 
whom I have ever loved, don’t keep writing 
about the paltry advantages you might 
have with the little your mother [Catherine 
Anderson Wilkinson Walker Barron Rogerson 
(1814-1899)] left you if you remained in 
England with it, and the fear of losing it if 
you should come to California, for I feel 
sure we could in a very short time have an 
opportunity of getting together much more 
than 3 times all your mother has left, if we 
only harmoniously pull together and have 
more faith and confidence in each other than 
we have in the  past, for although I have not 
made a success from 



5
a money standpoint in my past, you must 
remember the various circumstances 
and obstacles I have had to contend with 
since we have been married, and I feel 
sure that if we had been together and 
pulled harmoniously and remained in this 
country, we might have at least been living 
under happier conditions at the present 
time than the mere acquisition of what 
your mother has left, if you allow yourself 
to be made miserable from fear of losing 
it, or having our children as you so often 
express it, come to poverty.  So my darling, 
if you love me, listen to my advice in this 
matter: settle what has been left to our 
children by your mother yourself, if you 
can, as quick as possible, and if you cannot 
do so yourself so as to have control of it for 
them, then leave it in the hands of the legal 

6
trustees, or someone whom you may see 
fit to appoint and then settle your own 
affairs as expeditiously as possible, and 
don’t be too particular in trying to obtain 
what you may deem your just rights, but 
make a sacrifice of the minor things, and 
save yourself the worry and excitement 
that may not be worth the nervous strain 
for the results obtained, and then come 
out to me as soon as possible, for I have 
made up my mind to settle in San Diego 
even if I can only make a bare living and 
a bare living in San Diego is better from 
my standpoint than a comfortable living 
in the miserable climate of Old England, 
but I feel sure things are going to improve 
in and about San Diego in the very near 
future, and of that I have always had the 
profoundest faith and all the predictions of 
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San Diego’s becoming a prosperous city that I  
have always made in the past are, I am almost 
positive, about to become fulfilled and I am 
more than anxious to try and be on the ground 
floor when the time comes.

The question you have asked me as to 
whether I was not in San Diego a few years 
ago and found everything at a standstill and 
the Banks closed.  Yes my darling, it is the 
same place but San Diego was no worse off 
as regards the banks being closed than every 
other city and town on the Pacific Coast, as 
there was a general depression not only on the 
Pacific Coast but also all over the United States.  
But the whole country of the Pacific Coast is 
much better off now and in a more improved 
condition than it was then, but still it is far 
from being in a prosperous condition yet but 
there is every prospect for the near future, so 

8
far as business is concerned and as far as 
climate, it has no equal in the whole world, 
and I think I have had experience enough to 
consider myself a competent judge, so I hope 
my darling that hereafter you will not, if you 
love me, you will not keep writing in such a 
dispiriting tone about ‘not’ liking to come to 
a half dead place, and putting what little your 
mother had left you in jeopardy and having to 
work hard in your old days.

Even if you remained in England, how 
long do you think what little your mother 
has left you would last at the present rate 
of Combination of Capital and industrial 
pursuits not only in England but all over the 
civilized world when every small business 
will be compelled to give way to the larger 
combinations and trusts and you would never 
be able to 
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compete and make a living against modern 
Combinations of Capital, but you would simply 
become swallowed up in Modern business competition.  
Not having studied modern industrial conditions, you 
are as ignorant as a little child of the modern business 
world in which you are living, and you would be taken 
advantage of at every turn you made, simply from a 
lack of knowledge of modern methods of business and 
commercialism, so my darling, I cannot too deeply 
impress upon you the importance of studying modern 
industrial conditions, if you do not wish to be taken 
advantage of with what little you have, for I assure you 
will be taking as many chances of jeopardizing it in a 
‘half dead’ town or village in England with less chance 
of making any returns than in California, where even 
although the trusts are crowding nearly every small 
business to the wall 

10
as they are in every country, still there is some chance 
in every new country through the upward tendency 
of real estate through the increase of population, than 
there is in old countries where the bulk of real estate 
is in a few hands and certainly real estate in a new 
country where the tendency is ever upwards, is a much 
better and safer investment than to place money in a 
business, competing against trusts or placing money in 
a commercial or saving’s bank where it is subject to the 
fluctuations of commercialism.

Now my darling, in conclusion I hope you will 
take what I have written in the spirit of kindness and 
affection in which it has been penned and may find it 
worthy of your serious consideration.  I have received 
a letter from Bro Fred in which he has given me quite 
a lecture about having a loving disposition and I 
intend to answer it as soon as I get time.  He certainly 
is developing into a fine young man and his letter was 
a surprise.  With my warmest love for yourself and 
Estelle and Francis [Francis Seton GYMER (1891-1904)] 
hoping poor Estelle has fully recovered I remain as ever 
Your devoted and affect. husband,

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX  G.A. Gymer 
[George Augustus Gordon Gayden Gymer (1857-1920)]
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1316 G. Street
   San Diego, California
      February 25th, 1900

My Dear Wife 
[Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)].

Your ever welcome letter just to hand, and today 
being Sunday I hasten to embrace the opportunity 
of the only leisure time I have (Sunday afternoons) 
when I really ought to be taking some out-door 
exercise and air but I feel it my duty to remain in and 
answer your letter, as I find from experience that if I 
postpone it to week days I am sure to be interrupted 
by business during the day, and at nights I generally 
get too tired and sleepy after I close my business.  
Last Sunday morning I was very sick indeed, I 
awoke with a splitting sick headache, after a very 
hard Saturdays work, and it continued to grow worse 
until I almost got crazy from the intensity of the 
throbbing until finally I got sick at the stomach and 
commenced vomiting after which I felt somewhat 
relieved, but it left me very weak 

2
and nervous.  But as my customers kept coming in 
I had to keep at it although I felt several times that I 
should be compelled to close up and lie down from 
sheer pain and exhaustion.  However,  I did my 
best to overcome the crisis by force of will power, 
till finally the noon hour came, when I closed 
business and laid down and fell asleep, completely 
exhausted from weakness, but when I awoke after 
about 2 hours sleep I felt very much better but still 
very weak.  However, I dressed myself and took the 
ferry boat for Coronado Beach, where I remained 
till night enjoying the delicious ocean breeze of the 
delightful seaside resort.  Over at Coronado Beach 
which is across bay from San Diego (with ferry 
boats going back and forth similar to those between 
Oakland and San Francisco) there is a very large 
hotel at which there are at present over 800 tourists 
stopping for the winter months to escape the severe 
winters of the Eastern States.  The grounds 
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surrounding the “Hotel del Coronado” are 
beautifully laid out and park like, with all 
kinds of animals and sea lions together with a 
large ostrich farm, and a large bath house and 
swimming tanks and altogether it is a most 
lovely place,  Where the ocean breeze is always 
deliciously blowing direct from the ocean.  
Since I have been in San Diego I have confined 
myself so completely to business in order to 
try to get ahead, that last Sunday was the first 
time I indulged myself when really I should go 
out every opportunity, but my mind had been 
so completely absorbed in my business that I 
always had something or another to keep me 
in even when I had no letter writing to do, but 
I begin to find that I must get out more for 
outdoor exercise, if I am to retain my health but 
of late years I have been very ambitious and the 
keenness of competition in all lines of

4
has been such that it is indeed a hard struggle for 
a bare subsistence by any of the ordinary lines 
of business, and the only thing one can hope 
to get ahead now-a-day, is through speculative 
methods in which the risks of loss are greater 
than those of gain and even then one has to 
take advantage very often of underhand means 
to attain success, and subject oneself to more 
worry and excitement than his nervous system 
will stand and such things will grow from 
worse to worse till Christian Socialism controls 
national governments and to that end we can 
only work, watch and pray to hasten the coming 
millennium.

My darling I am very sorry you have been 
having such misfortunate conditions as the 
sickness of poor little Estelle poor child she 
certainly has been having quite a siege of it, and 
then for poor Francis to have met with such a 
serious accident, and your own illness too, I fully 
realize 
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my darling that you must have had indeed a very 
hard time of it, and from my very heart you have 
my earnest sympathy and it makes one feel sad 
indeed that I could not be near you to help and 
sustain you in your trouble.  However, I am very 
glad to learn that you are all improving, and I 
can only pray that the Almighty will sustain and 
grant you all a revival of good health, and finally 
open a way by which we may all soon be united 
under harmonious conditions.

I am also glad my darling to learn that you 
and Rogerson are on better terms together, for 
it certainly is very miserable living in the same 
house with one whom you can’t agree with, but 
it is much better to pour oil on troubled waters 
than to risk your ship in a storm and the wear 
and tear of your machinery.

I am very sorry indeed to learn that you are 
suffering so much from the piles and I have a 
remedy called “Resinol”.  

6
It is an ointment and it has been the only remedy 
that I have found any relief from and the cost is 
50 cents for a small glass jar, and if I find it will 
be allowed to be sent by Express I shall purchase 
a jar and send it to you but I find I cannot send 
it that way I shall remove it from the jar and 
put it into some kind of flat tin box and try and 
smuggle it to you with some newspapers and take 
my chance of its reaching you that way for I feel 
certain if I can only manage to send it you will 
at least obtain some relief from its healing and 
soothing nature.  It is the only Remedy that has 
ever given me immediate relief in the “itching 
piles”.  

I am very much pleased my darling that 
you have learned from your lawyer something 
definite in relation to the disposition of property 
your mother has left our children and in regards 
to what will be the best to do in the matter 
whether to put it in the hands of trustees 
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or to have an agent look after it for you I cannot 
nor would I care to advise you therefore you 
must use your own best judgment but I would 
suggest that perhaps Capt. Scott or someone else 
in whom you could place confidence, might be 
indeed to act as agent for you when you come to 
California, and that they might forward to you 
the rents and , but my darling whatever you do I 
want you to please try and settle it as soon as you 
possibly can, and come out to me for you have 
nothing now but that to keep you in England, 
and I don’t think it is the best interests for either 
ourselves or our children that you should remain 
in England any longer on account their interests 
there, for one certainly has a duty they owe to 
themselves to fulfill as well as to their children.  
We are both getting pretty well advanced in years 
now and I think we have sacrificed our comforts 
and happiness

8
quite long enough by our long separation for 
what may be gained for the benefit of our 
children, for it is invariably the case that when 
birds leave the nest they take very little interest 
in the future welfare of the parents, and while I 
believe it to be the duty of the parents to do all 
in their power to rear and educate their children 
till they are of age and can do for themselves still 
I think it not only an injustice to themselves but 
absolutely sinful for parents to make a sacrifice 
of their own lives and happiness merely to 
accumulate wealth and capital in the shape of 
money or other property to perhaps quarrel and 
wrangle over after the parents are dead.

Now my darling you say you dread journey 
as I want to point out to you the fact that it will 
not be nearly such a journey as you imagine the 
way such a trip can be done now-a-day and the 
easy way it can be accomplished through the 
efforts of the managers 
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of the different railway companies in compe tition with each 
other for the patronage of the traveling public.  There are now 
personally conducted second-class tourists excursions on the 
different lines of railways from Montreal, Boston, New York, 
or Philadelphia, direct to ‘San Diego, Cal.’ without changing 
cars, with a conductor to personally look after the welfare 
of passengers and also a provision made for making coffee, 
and getting ones own meals, good bedding and everything 
provided for comfort of families traveling 2nd class the price 
of the ‘tourists’ sleeper from Boston or Montreal to San 
Diego being about $8.00, additional to the 2nd class fare.  The 
different Steamship routes are as follows via the Allan Line 
from Glasgow, Scotland to Montreal, or Boston.  The ‘Cunard 
Lines” from Liverpool to Boston, and from either Montreal 
or Boston, direct via the Santa Fe Railway Tourist excursion 
to San Diego, Cal.  The Agencies of the “Santa Fe’ excursion 
tourists train is S.W. Manning 332 Washington St., Boston or 
D.W. Hatch  138 St. James St., Montreal, Quebec.  

10
On application to either of those agents of the “Santa Fe” 
R.R.Tourist Excursion they will see you on board the train 
direct for San Diego without change of cars.  However, my 
darling I will send you a “Santa Fe” excursion folder and you 
can then study it over, and use it for further reference and 
information.

If you went by way of Montreal direct from Glasgow, father 
might meet you at Montreal and you might then go down to 
Richmond Que. and stop at mothers for a time, and take a 
rest before resuming your R.R. journey from Montréal to San 
Diego, as the distance from Montreal to Richmond is only 
about 77 miles.  If you go to Boston you would have to pass 
through Richmond on the way to Montreal over the Grand 
Trunk R.R. but you would have to come on straight through 
as the train would only stop at Richmond for refreshments.  
And in that case you would only be able to see the folks while 
the train remained.  Now my darling I think I must conclude 
for this time with my warmest love and kisses to Estelle and 
Francis and also yourself and tell them I have 2 lovely canary 
birds for them when thy come to California and now may 
God bless you all is the fervent prayer of Your ever affectionate 
husband and father,  G.A. Gymer
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Written on back of photo:
Mr. Thomas Lishman [1850-1918]
my cousin’s second daughter
Miss Maggie Lishman [1880-1964]
76 Dilston Road
New Castle-Tyne, Northumberland, England
March 1900
C. Gymer [1852-1935]
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25 Grafton Road
Whitely Bay, England

Thomas Lishman Home
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1316 G Street
San Diego Cal  May 20th, 1900

My Dear Wife [Catherine Seton Walker 
Gymer (1852-1935)],

Your ever welcome letter of 3rd 
inst, came duly to hand yesterday, and 
to-day being Sunday I hasten to take 
it as my first opportunity to answer it, 
although the day is such a delightful 
one, it is a big temptation to get out 
of the air and outdoor exercise.  I so 
badly need, and which I have had very 
little of since I have been in business in 
San Diego, so much has my mind been 
preoccupied with my business affairs, 
to the neglect of my own health, but I 
have been so anxious to make all the 
headway possible under such adverse 
conditions.

I sent you a letter in answer 

2
to the one you wrote concerning your 
trip to Belford, and gave you what 
further information I could.  I am 
very much pleased my darling that 
you have favorably considered my 
suggestions in relocation to the money 
deposited in the building Society, and 
I want you also to feel confidence in 
me, in that whatever advice I give is 
purely unselfish, and what I earnestly 
desire for your own good and 
happiness and which I will always be 
my most-earnest endeavor to further 
with all my love, my soul and my very 
being, and my advice again is to get rid 
of all the interests you possibly can in 
England because I honestly believe all 
business interests in England are going 
to suffer a great set back, as 
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a result of the Boar War in South 
Africa, the expense of which to the 
tax-payers and workers of England will 
be an enormous burden for very many 
years to come, the burden of which 
will have to be bourn by the working-
class, as the rich and money-class 
will transfer their interests in stocks 
abroad, viz America, Australia and 
Africa and therefore will not have to 
trouble themselves with the enormous 
war tax, and so my advice is when you 
leave England bring all the interests 
you possibly can with you and have 
them placed where you can personally 
attend to them and don’t pay any heed 
to those who in advising you otherwise 
have a “business”  if 

4
not a personal interest to serve.

In relation to your procuring 
a through ticket from Glasgow to 
San Diego as advised by the agent at 
Richmond with the privilege of lay-
over at Richmond I have already given 
you my opinion in my last letter but I 
will here repeat it that if you purchase 
a through ticket at Glasgow I doubt 
whether you will be enabled to take 
advantage of the personally conducted 
tourist train from Montréal, whereas 
if you get your steamship ticket from 
Glasgow to Quebec, and then purchase 
a railroad ticket from Quebec to 
Montreal, you could then get a lay-over 
privilege at Richmond just the same 
and then you could purchase your 
ticket at the regular Santa Fe agency at 
Montreal.
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However my darling you can make 

inquiries of the agency in Glasgow, 
the address of which you will find in 
the “Santa Fe” folder, I sent you and 
they will give you all the necessary 
information.

Now my darling I hope you will 
be able to get ready by the middle of 
June for that is the best season of the 
year to come, not only for the ocean 
voyage, but also for the overland trip, 
but if you leave the ocean trip till latter 
on, you will then experience rougher 
weather.  My darling wife I am very 
sorry you have been so unwell with 
the beastly piles.  I bought a large 
dollar box of the Resinol ointment I 
told you of but I am almost afraid if 
I attempt to send it by mail it might 
not reach you, but tomorrow I will see 
whether 

6
I can send it by Wells Fargo Express 
Comp.  and  if so I certainly will send 
it, no matter what the cost but an old 
California with whom I was talking 
to told me that he used to be greatly 
troubled with bleeding and protruding 
piles, and an old Mexican told him to 
use common brown wrapping paper 
soaked in vinegar and apply it to the 
piles at night on retiring.  Keeping it in 
place with a bandage, and that it cured 
him entirely.  The remedy is certainly 
cheap enough, and well worthy of a 
trial so I thought it well to tell you.

I received the N.C. Lenders O.K. 
and for which many thanks, but the 
strings were all undone so I presume 
by what you say of the 
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papers I sent containing the nickels 
that it was done by the English P.O. 
authorities to find out if anything 
was enclosed therein.  Enclosed 
you will find an extract from 
the newspapers of a remarkable 
speech of Lord Salisbury on the 
gloomy outlook of England, and 
also one containing the favorable 
impression of an English stock 
holder and shipbuilder concerning 
the future prospects of San Diego 
Harbor and Bay.  I will also send 
you some papers by same mail.

Now my darling I must draw 
this to a conclusion, as I am getting 
sleepy having had to finish this 
letter at night and 

8
I feel weak yet from my last attack 
of the grip, but I am gradually 
improving with the improvement 
of the weather the spring having 
been every unusually changeable 
for San Diego.

And now with my warmest 
love to Estelle and Francis and 
my eternal love and kisses to you 
all that the Almighty’s blessing 
may rest upon you all and that we 
may all soon be together under 
happier and more favorable and 
harmonious conditions is the 
prayer of

Your ever devoted and yearning 
husband.

Geo. A. Gymer
XXXXXXXXXXXX



175

1870-YEAR

Pro. Quebec, Canada
July 25th, 1900
My dear Hub.

Last night my mind was 
relieved by the telegram rec’d by 
father in answer to the one he 
sent to you.  As I was in a most 
miserable state of mind, I received 
a letter from you on Sunday 22nd 
in answer to the one I wrote you 
from England June 27th informing 
you of my going to Sail in the 
Parisian, to Quebec 

on the 5th of July and of course 
I expected you would send me a 
letter to Richmond in answer to it, 
and not receiving any on Sunday 
I thought perhaps you were ill.  
Therefore I got Father to send a 
wire to you as I wanted to be sure 
you were in San Diego and all 
was right before I undertook the 
journey there.  Well my dear, we 
will leave Montreal on Thursday 
week Aug 2nd on the Lorasti Tea 
so be on the look out for us
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and in the mean time if anything 
should happen to prevent me 
from coming I will send you  a 
wire.  I expect you have rec’d. my 
letter I sent you when I arrived 
in Richmond.  I will be glad 
when I get to you and be settled.  
The children are having a grand 
time with these cousins.  With 
committed love I close as I want 
to catch the mail.  Now my dear 
be sure and look out 

4
for us coming you will know 
when we will arrive.  We will leave 
Montreal on Thursday the 2nd 
of August.  I will send my heavy 
baggage by train ahead of us, so as 
to be cheaper.  There will be four 
pieces, my big trunk, your trunk, 
and two boxes, a large one and a 
small one, so be on the look out.

From Your loving and faithful 
wife,

Catherine Gymer [Catherine 
Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)]
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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We the undersigned, for and 
in consideration of a valuable 
consideration, Do hereby sell and 
convey unto Mrs. Catherine Gymer 
of the City of San Diego, all the 
furniture as located in the house 
and on the premises we own at this 
date, situated on the NORTH 10 feet 
of Lot I and SOUTH thirty feet of 
Lot “J” in Block numbered five(5) in 
Horton’s Addition to the City of San 
Diego, (except such portions thereof, 
as has been heretofore Reserved unto 
ourselves as per schedule attached).
    Witnessour  hands.
  W.H. Dougherty
  J.W.T. Black

Attached Schedule of exceptions.
Pictures and Fans  5 Rugs  Chair 
Covers, Small Rocking Chair  Lounge 
covering and Lounge Mattress  
cupboard Curtains, 2 Bedroom 
Curtains  2 Bedsprings upstairs some 
house pieces of Carpet.  Upstairs 2 
Washtubs & washboard, Dishpans 9 
chickens 1 Pile wood

J.V. Richardson

San Diego, California  August 15th A.D. 1900

Purchases of Catherine Gymer near the land where the future “Seton Arms” was built.
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244 South Bunker Hill Ave. Los 
Angeles
1st September, 1903

Mrs. G.A. Gymer [Catherine Seton 
Walker Gymer (1852-1935)]
San Diego

Dear Mrs. Gymer:
I was sorry to learn from my girls, 

who returned yesterday from their 
visit to San Diego, that Mr. Gymer had 
not made much progress apparently 
towards recovery.  I sincerely hope that 
the little improvement that is noticeable 
may continue.

Perhaps you think me a little slow 
in sending particulars of the treatment 
which I spoke to you about.  I have 
not hurried in the matter as I doubted 
whether it would be prudent to do 
anything that might lead Mr. G. to 
give up the treatment he is now taking, 

which he might feel inclined to do if its effects did not come up to his expectations, before 
he had given it a fair trial.  I now send particulars of the copper wire cure, on a separate 
sheet, and have copied the article about it in full, so that you can form your own opinion in 
regard to it.  It may be useful in some cases and perhaps not in others.  It is inexpensive and 
apparently harmless, according to the account about it, and it would seem that Mr. Gymer 
could run no risk in using it in addition to the present treatment, but if he notices any steady 
improvement from that even if it is very slow.  I should be sorry to hear of his giving that up 
and relying on the wire alone.

We have now got things pretty well in order in our new home and feel quite satisfied with 
the change.

My wife and kids wish to be remembered to you and Miss. Gymer and hope that 
whenever you are in this city you will call to see them.  I hope that Mr. Gymer will make good 
progress towards recovery and that I may hear from him occasionally.  Please give him my 
regards and accept the same for yourself and household.  I remain

Yours very truly,

Geo. A. Peron (?)
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Copper Wire Remedy
Mr. Grant I. Taggart, Forest Superintendent, 

who has recently retuned from Northern 
California, has brought some valuable 
information with him, something that every 
rheumatic sufferer should know, and something 
everybody should remember, so as to be able to 
recommend it to rheumatic friends.

He says that while riding about the forests 
in Humboldt County, he arrived at an isolated 
hotel, and was cordially greeted by the landlord, 
who seemed to recognize an old friend in Mr. 
Taggart.  This recognition was not reciprocated, 
and the landlord laughling gave his name.  Mr. 
Taggart quickly recalled him to mind, saying 
when he knew him formerly he was terribly 
crippled with rheumatism, adding that he, Mr. 
Taggart, had become a victim of rheumatic 
twinges, and inquired how he happened to 
become cured.

Thereupon his friend related that an 
acquaintance had told him of a plan, which was 
so simple and inexpensive that the rheumatic 

did not try it for some months.  Finally driven to it as a last hope, he was most happily 
disappointed in the results.

“Just you but 10 cents’ worth of fine copper wire at the hardware store, take two wraps 
wound around your wrist, and there let it remain night and day, and you will minus 
rheumatism in a brief space of time.”

Mr. Taggart did not scoff at this information, as this friend of his was a veritable cripple in 
past days, and he realized the cure had been almost a miracle.  Today the man is in possession 
of perfect health.

Mr. Taggart, then somewhat hampered by rheumatic pains, and unable to sleep on the 
ground for fear of increasing them, proceeded at the first opportunity to wrap his body twice 
in copper wire, and awaited the results.  The first three days he felt slight twinges in his body 
and the fourth day all the pain went into one ankle, which pained him quite severely.  At the 
end of ten days, all rheumatic pains had disappeared, to stay gone.  Mr. Taggart is the happiest 
man hereabouts, and 
steps around as actively as  if never affected with this painful disease.  Mr. Taggart further 
states he has used electric devices for the cure of rheumatism but never received any benefit.

Since his cure, he has slept out in a rain storm, and his magic copper wire has kept off the 
rheumatism.  This is no doubt a valuable discovery.  (From the San Jacinto Register)


