


 In 2011, Ron and Christin Jenson scanned 
half of Merlyn Kunz Jensen’s photo albums. 
They kindly gave me copies of these wonderful 
treasures.  Most of them are completely identified 
and have been shared on Facebook.  They have 
been enjoyed by the many who have seen them.  
Thanks to Ron and Christin for their efforts and 
their willingness to share these treasures.
 On the back of one of the photos, my father, 
DeVirl Alvin “Bud” Kunz (1918-1993) wrote, 
“Fort Hall: I was there!”  There was a group of 
boys from Bern in this photo with many people 
in the background. Many of the photos in this 
collection seemed to be taken at that same event.
I learned that there was a Fort Hall Centennial 
Celebration held in August of 1934 and these 
photos were proof that many from Bern, Idaho 
attended.  I was quite interested at the draw 
that would have brought so many of these hard 
working dairy farmers to this event one hundred 
miles from their home.
 I was left to accept that they had attended 
and whatever the reason for their attendance 
would remain a mystery to me.
 In December 2014 I drove from Salt Lake 
to Rexburg, Idaho to see my daughter graduate 
from BYUI.  While driving, I noticed road signs 
mentioning Fort Hall.  I remembered that I 
wanted to learn what was so interesting in Fort 
Hall that would attract all of those relatives living 
in Bern, Idaho in 1934 to travel all the way to 

attend this Centennial.  But the day was late and 
so I just drove on.
 The day after the graduation when Gary 
and I were driving back to Salt Lake, I again 
saw the Fort Hall signs and told Gary about my 
interest.  We stopped at the Fort Hall Indian 
Reservation Casino but there was only current 
brochures about Idaho and the native gift shop 
was closed for the season.
 In Pocatello we noticed an exit for a Fort 
Hall replica and I was thrilled that Gary was 
willing to humor my curiosity once more.
https://goo.gl/maps/DvlRc
 The replica itself was closed but I was 
thrilled that the museum itself was open.  I told 
the receptionist that I was interested in a Fort Hall 
Centennial that happened in the early 1930s.  She 
excused herself and came back with the Official 
Program from the Fort Hall Centennial held 
in Pocatello, Idaho from August 5-8, 1934 and 
gave it to me for my own.  She said the brochure 
was on the top of a pile of documents that were 
available to be given away. 
 This receptionist and the manager and Gary 
and I were all dumfounded.  This was exactly the 
information for which I was searching.  
I am thrilled to share with our family and the 
world the Official 1934 Program which I obtained 
in Pocatello, Idaho on that magically sweet day in 
December of 2014.
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Twayne Kunz 
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Left to right:
Foster Kunz (1916-1980)
Rulon Kunz (1903-1966)
Dan Kunz (1916-2001)
Twayne Kunz (1920-1939)
Alvin Nephi Kunz (1888-1978)
Darwin Buhler (1918-1991)
James Buhler (1919-2004)
Ira Kunz (1917-1978)

1934 Fort Hall, Idaho 
Centennial Celebration 

On the back of the photo, DeVirl Alvin “Bud” Kunz (1918-1993) wrote “Fort Hall: I was there!”
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Fort Hall Memorial
Merlyn Kunz [Jensen] - Amy "Mamie" Kunz Kunz - probably baby Ivins Schmid - Nellie Parker Schmid

(1920-2011)                        (1897-1980)                          (1933-1915)                            (1896-1967)  



Additional Fort Hall 1934 Centennial Celebration
































































