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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

My dear Papa
I am glad you
like my writing
Your loving daughter
Estelle Seton Gymer
This is Estelle’s first letter with
her new pen she bought.  Frank made her
make the mistakes, while she was writing by
shaking the table.  Your Katie

Katie dear I want you to try the enclosed pen and 
tell me how you like it.  I bought them in Newcastle 
and thinkg they are the best pen I have ever used.  
They are called “ball pointed”
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PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK

Francis Seton Gymer
(1891-1904)

Died of Bright’s disease
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DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

9 December 1903
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DIARY OF CATHERINE SETON WALKER GYMER

9 December 1903
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LETTERS FROM 1870 16 Feb 1904
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LETTERS FROM 1870
16 Feb 1904
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LETTERS FROM 1870
6 April 1904
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John H. Foley, Clerk  La Fiesta Camp No. 63, W. O. W.
501-2-3 Stimson Bldg., Los Angeles, CAL.  

Los Angeles, CAL.  Station C.  Feb 13 12 M  ‘04
No. 5-32 of Certificate  Copnteniny “Certificate of Purchase” in Mount Hope Cemetery
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1240 10th St. S.D.C. 12:07 7-27-’04.  On Southwestern Nat’l Bank $2.50.
Miss Estelle S. Gymer        July 27, 1904
Am anxious to hear from you.  Expect photograph.  Hope you are well. 
Do you find Imogene pleasant?  All well here.  Weather here hot.
Sister Belle to visit San Diego soon.  My love to all folks.
Roy Burns, 737 Ottawa St. Los Angeles, Calif.

Backside of the above telegram

27 July 1904
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

1905 and 1909 photos of George Francis Walker
Given to his father’s sister, Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)
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Francis Wilkinson     married    Catherine Anderson
1792-1835                                     1791-1877

 1. John William Robson 1853–1912
 2.  Sarah Ellen Robson 1875–1936
 3.  William Percy Robson 1876–1876
 4.  Henry Stanley Robson 1877–1943
 5.  Isabel Robson 1878–1934
 6.  William Robson b. 1880
 7.  Alfred Robson 1882–1918
 8.  Logan Robson 1885–1968
 9.  Kate Gladys Robson 1888–1973
 10.  John Robson 1890–1945
 11.  Annie Freda Robson 1892–1950
 12.  Axel Laurentius Robson 1895–1896
 13.  Henrietta Robson 1898–1962
 14.  Norman Robson 1900–1906

Catherine Anderson Towell
1855-1939

married
John William Robson

1852-1912

Catherine Seton Walker
1852-1935

married
George A G G Gymer

1857-1920

first
cousins

Catherine Anderson Wilkinson
1814-1899

married
George Seton Walker

1804-1860

Ellen Eleanor Wilkinson
1831-1906

married
Henry Trotter Towell

1825-1902

sisters

 1. William Henry Towell 1852–1940
 2. Catherine Anderson Towell 1855–1939
 3. Frances Harriet Towell born 1856
 4. Wilkinson Towell 1857–1858
 5. Alfred Wilkinson Towell 1859–1863
 6. Frederick James Towell 1863–1912
 7. Ellen Wilkinson Towell 1868–1869
 8. Charles Thomas Towell 1870–1871
 9. Alfred Robson Towell 1872–1934
 10. Henrieta Towell born 1877
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

8 August 1907 Wedding at St. Augustine Church, New Castle upon Tyne, Northumberland

Margaret Elizabeth Mary Lishman 
[1880-1964] (bride)

 married 1907
Henry Stanley Robson (groom)

(1877–1943)

Ellen Beatrice Lishman 
[1882-1945] (right of groom)

Frederick Henry Todd (b. 1903)
Jennie Lishman Todd’s son

Jeannie Lishman Todd 
[b. 1875](left of bride)

Thomas Lishman (1851-1918)
married 1874
Catherine Eliza French (1850-1917)
(together in front of the window)

Thomas Lishman 
[b. 1878] furthest rightIdentified by Gillian Shipton
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

John William Robson
1852-1912

Catherine Anderson Towell
1855-1939

Henry Stanley Robson (groom)
(1877–1943)

 married 1907
Margaret Elizabeth Mary Lishman 

[1880-1964] (bride)

Ellen Beatrice Lishman 
[1882-1945] (right of groom)

Frederick Todd (b. 1875) and
Frederick Henry Todd (b. 1903)
Jennie Lishman Todd’s son
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

Margaret “Maggie” Henderson (b. 1858)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

13 May 1904
House where Grace Darling was Born, Bamburgh
Dear Estelle, I got your letter.  Will write soon.  Christina 
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

1 June 1908
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GEORGE FRANCIS WALKER (1888-1954) 
    KATHRYN WALKER FRASER ROSKELLEY (1892-1966)

29 July 1908
Estelle’s wedding
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1240 20th St.
San Diego, Cal., U.S.A.

January 19, 1909
Dear Dad;

Mama received a letter from Miss. 
Weatherston today, and we were very 
glad to get some news from Bamburgh.  
We had not heard from Bamburgh since 
to quite awhile before Christmas.

We were very, very sorry to hear of 
your continued illness and I do hope 
this letter will find you quite strong 
again.  The weather must be very 
hard for you.  It being so cold.  I have 
not seen any snow since I’ve been in 
America, excepting on the tops of the 
mountains 30 miles away.  I doubt if I 
could stand very cold weather now after 
living 

in San Diego.
Well, Dad, I have been married six 

months on the twenty-seventh of this 
month.  It only seems like six weeks to 
me.  I am doing fairly well, for a school 
girl, and anyway, I suit my husband 
and I’m very happy.  Of course I’ve 
gone to school all my life and there is 
lots of room for improvement in my 
housekeeping, but as the Americans say, 
I’m getting there.

Well, Mama is going to write so I’ll 
close for this time.

With love and best wishes for your 
recovery.
Your loving granddaughter,
Estelle Seton Hancock (Gymer)
XXXXXX
My husband sends his kindest regards to 
you.  Estelle  XXXXX
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

13 January 1908; 8 January 1909
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

26 Jan 1909

26 Jan 1909
rec 10 Feb 1909
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

4 Feb 1909

5 Feb 1909

Laing Esq.
England
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

5 Feb 1909

John Laing,
Solicitor
Commissioner for Oaths

Hide Hill,
Berwick-on-Tweed.

Mrs. Gymer 5th Feby 1909
Dear Madam,
 I much regret to have to 
inform you, that the late Mr. Wm 
Rogerson, died at Bamburgh, 
on Monday evening, the 25th 
January.  You and your daughter’s 
letters have just reached me.  You 
will see from copy will enclosed, 
that I am left sole executor and I 
opened your letter in case there 
should be any intimation of your 
coming over here.  Mr. Rogerson
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

often spoke to me of you, and 
he would have liked to have 
seen you again, but it was not 
to be.  You will observe that the 
furniture is left between you 
and your daughter.  I enclose 
an Inventory, and I shall be 
glad to hear whether there 
are any articles, which you 
would like to have kept.  In the 
meantime the house is shut up, 
and after hearing from you, I 
will arrange a sale.  I should in 
the course of a few weeks, have 
enough money in to pay the 
legacies, but your daughter will 
not be able to receive hers until 
she is twenty one years of age.  
Please therefore
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

let me know when this will 
be.
With every sympathy for 
your loss.
I am
Yours faithfully
John Laing

P.S. You will know me by 
name probably, as being the 
eldest of the late Mr. James 
Laing, Burton.
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

7 Feb 1909

1240 – 10 – St.
San Diego, Cal., U.S.A.

Feb. 7, 1909
Mr. John Laing, Solicitor
 Hide Hill
  Berwick-on-Tweed
Dear Sir:

Received bank draft you sent me 
some few weeks ago.  I would have 
acknowledged receipt of same before 
now, but have been prevented by 
illness.  Also by the delay caused by 
the San Diego Bank having to write 
for information to San Francisco 
Bank.  Much delay would have been 
avoided had you sent the draft on a 
San Diego bank.  There are quite a 
number of Banks in San Diego.

Thanking you for your trouble.
I am your truly,

Estelle S. G. H.
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Rec’d Feb. 10th, 1909

Radcliffe Cottage
Bamburgh
Jan. 25th, 1909

Dear Mrs. Gymer. [Catherine Seton
Walker Gymer (1852-1935)]

Just a few lines to let you know
My dear Uncle (& your [step] father
[William Rogerson (1826–1909)])
passed away tonight, after being five
weeks illness, being in Bed all the
time. I have been with

six months now and he has been
very well in health until the week
before xmas. He has suffered a lot
this time and often talked about you
all and would liked to have seen you
again. I must close now to catch the
mail. 

Yours Sincerely,
Maggie Henderson
[Margaret Rogerson Henderson (b. 1824)]
He died at twenty minutes to 12 on
the 25th day of January.

Box 296 Richmond
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886) 8 March 1909

I will be able to pay the balance of the legacies in the course of a few months, when I get the 
money out of the North Shields Building Society.

Jane Weatherston is keeping the key of the house for me, so you can get it any time you 
arrive, and if you let me know, I will meet you in Bamburgh.

I am very interested to hear that you remembered me,  I think I have heard you sing at a 
concert in Bamburgh accompanying yourself on the guitar.

Yours faithfully,

John Laing
 

8th March 1909
Mrs. Gymer.
Dear Madam.

I am this morning in 
receipt of your letter of 19th 
Feby.  I will postpone the 
sale until after your arrival.  
I have promised to give up 
the house on the 12th May, 
so I hope you will arrive 
sometime next month.  I 
had intended to send you 
₤ 150 on account of your 
legacy, but in case this letter 
does not arrive until after 
your departure, I will put it 
on deposit receipt in a Bank 
for you.  I will also  do the 
same with your daughter’s.  

John Laing, 
Solicitor
Commissioner for Oaths.

Hide Hill,
Berwick-on-Tweed
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

17 March 1909
New York to Liverpool
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
21 March 1909
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

My dear daughter
   I went into Geo Aitchsen’s this morning got 
some Picture Cards & got this one of Mrs. 
Brewis’ Cottage, the only one he had.  So you 
can show your friends where I am staying 
while in Bamburgh.  I’ve got some more I’m 
going to send to the friends that wished me 
too.  Send me Mrs. Agard’s address so I can 
send a letter to her to be read to the women 
at Woodcraft.  Also Leota’s so I can send her 

one.  I sent you a letter yesterday be sure 
& answer them as soon as you get them, I 
will write you as soon as I hear from Mr. 
Hadarag.  Did you get a letter for me from 
Mr. Laing, if so you had better send it to me.  
I will send you all the news in a letter. 
Love to Papa and you, Mama Gymer
 p.s.  the Post Office is in Miss. Conlon’s shop 
next to Mrs. B’s so haven’t far to go. C.G.

Grove Cottages   March 31st, 1909
Bamburgh, RSO

Northumberland, England
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25 King Street
North Shields

England
April 29th, 1909

Dear Mrs. Agard;
I received your address yesterday 

from Estelle, so I take this opportunity 
of letting you and the neighbors 
know I am getting along in this far off 
country.

I was very unwell on the journey 
to New York and suffered a great deal 
from sickness, I was 6 days and 5 
nights on the train, and was very glad 
when I arrived in New York, and had 
a quiet nights rest in the Hotel.  I left 
New York on the Steamer Mauretaine 
on the morning of 17th of March and 
had a very quick passage over  the 
ocean we arrived in Liverpool on 
Mon. night, 22nd of March.  I enjoyed 
every meal on the vessel something 
I never was able to do before on 
account of sickness, and this was my 
fourth time crossing the ocean.  

We had a concert on the Steamer 2 
days before we arrived, and I sang two 
songs which were well taken with, by 
the audience 
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and Gentlemen Lecturer by the name of 
W.J. Calvelle whom I have often met in 
San Diego, also sang 2 songs and he was 
very much appreciated and several others 
took part which made it quite a success.  
It was for the benefit of the Sailor’s 
Home in New York and  Liverpool.  I 
visited some of my cousins in Liverpool 
then took the train on to Bamburgh, 
Northumberland the birth place of 
my children, but didn’t find things as 
I expected.  I should have gone a year 
before I did.  My home had been well 
cleaned out by my stepfather’s relations, 
which would not have happened if I 
had been there.  Well I stayed a month 
in Bambro and settled things up then 
came here to North Shields, where I 
will stay some time as I won’t be able to 
settle my business until the end of July.  
My daughter told me in her letter that 
you are having good times in the Lodge 
working for Prizes.  It made me feel I 
would like to be with you all to enjoy 
the fun.  Well I’ll conclude with love and 
best wishes to you and all the neighbors 
trusting I will have the pleasure of 
meeting you again in near future.

From Yours Sincerely,
Cath S. Gymer
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

I wrote to Cousin Maggie Young 
  & Mrs. Spoor today.

May 18th, 1909
22 Beatrice Street
Sunderland

16 Lane Cottage
S. Shields

Dear Cousin
 Received card & mother has 
got address & will be sure to go to 
Sunderland tomorrow afternoon if 
convenient for you I come as soon as 
possible after dinner.
 Love from us all,
    Maggie

Mr & Mrs Spoor & Father
Sunderland

J. H. Haggitt, Photo   South Shields
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

May 25th, 1909      25 Knight Street, North Shields
Take care of this card Cath.G.

As the Mauretania looked after she was launched 
into the River Thyme, I suppose she never made 
a splash when she was launched, she slipped into 
the river so gracefully.  She is the Glory of North 
Country people, & just think she was built by 
men from No. Shields where I was born. Can you 
wonder at my greatness & think I came over to 
Eng. on the biggest Steamer in the world there is.   
Some good stuff comes from here. C.G.
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From Catherine Seton Gymer to her daughter Estelle
25 King Street 
May 26th, 1909
North Shields, England

Estelle dear;
This is a picture of the 

church that was built on your 
Grandmother’s Garden she had 
for 20 years at the top of East-
Stephenson Street, the street where 
our houses are in.  My mother said 
the ground of her gardens were 
consecrated because whenever she 
was in any trouble or sorrow, she 
used to go into her gardens and 
pray to God for help and

many times in the 20 years she 
passed the Gardens she had some 
of her greatest sorrows and after we 
moved from No. Shields this church 
was built right over the garden.  
So it seems as if the grounds were 
sacred.  William Caerter and family 
belong to this church I have been 
with them several times.
With love, C.S.G. 
[Catherine Seton Gymer] Wesleyan Church – North Shields  1581
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

June 30th 1909  25 King Street, No. Shields, Eng

This is another part of No. 
Shields Park on the Tynemouth 
Road on Sunday evening.  I 
visited another park at the west-
end of No. Shields on the road 
between Percy-Main & North 
Shields to where Uncle Capt. 

Wood had his Coal Depot you’ll 
remember when Francis, you, 
& I walked from Percy-Main 
to Howdon Road where the 
dog bit Francis when we were 
staying there.
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Dear Estelle [Estelle Seton Gymer Hancock 
(1988-1937)], I went to Cousins Eliza’s 2 
days ago & had a very nice time with them.  
She gave me some nice Group Photos and 
single photos to take home with me.  I don’t 
know if I told you about Maggie Thompson 
sending a handkerchief box for you. Just 
before I left Mrs. Brewis [Charlotte Young 
Brewis (1863-1919)] said “I’ve also got a 
centre piece for the table that Lottie Brewis 
[Charlotte Young Brewis (b. 1894)] worked 
for you.”  I was going to send them by post, 
then again I thought perhaps I better bring 

them when I came home.  Mrs. Brewis dyed 
you an Easter Egg & wrote your name on 
it to let you see she hadn’t forgot the Easter 
time you & Jimmie [James George Brewis 
(1889-1905)] had when you were children.  
Her little son Norman [Norman Clifford 
Brewis (1905-1971)] is a handsome little 
fellow & as clever as he is good looking , but 
Mrs. will never get over the loss of Jim.  I 
told her we would have to bear our burdens 
as best we could as we couldn’t change them. 
From your Mama xxxxx

June19th, 1909  25 Knight Street, North Shields, England
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

June 26th, 1909
This is North Shields Park.  I will send 
you a different view in the next letter.  It 
is very fine to go & walk in it on a fine 
day or take a book & have a quiet read.  

Love, Mama G.

This is a view of Bamburgh 
I don’t think  you have, I 
think it is different to any 
I’ve sent you & I think it is 
one of the best.  Has Leota 
rec’d hers I sent her?  Have 
you had any letters from 
George Francis [Walker 
(1888-1950)] or any letters 
from Canada?  Tell me 
when you write.  Mama 
with lots of XXXXX



57

FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Golf  House, Bamburgh
Rec’d July 21st, 1909  
Sent pictures of Coronado Tent City

Dear Friends,  I have been wondering if  you are still in England.  I hope 
you are well – we are all well, but I am kept so busy & I get so worried, for I 
have a noisy lot in & there are so many coming and going with me.  C.B.
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

New York to Liverpool
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

3 August 1909
Liverpool to New York
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Continued
3 August 1909

Liverpool to New York
Mrs. C. E. Gymer
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Continued
3 August 1909

Liverpool to New York
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Continued
3 August 1909

Liverpool to New York
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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August 31, 1909
Dear Mrs. H. H. H.
Thank you very much for the 
music you sent me & also hoping 
you liked Grace Darling.  I hope 
Mrs. Gymer reached home safely. 
Mother has been wondering about 
her.  Mother will be writing soon.  
Lottie and I are looking forward 
to the day when you will arrive in 
England.  We will be very glad to 
see you.  With very best love to 
yourself & Mrs. Gymer.
From Mary

Post card to Estelle from Mary from Bamburgh  

Choir, St. Aiden’s Church, Bamburgh



65

LETTERS FROM 1870

Grace Darling’s grave and the cemetery



66

FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

15 Dec 1909



67

LETTERS FROM 1870

7 April 1910
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Grove House
Bamburgh

Dec. 12, 1910
Dear Estelle..
 Wishing you a 
very happy Christmas 
and New Year – from 
your Godmother –

E.E.S.

Ingram Road, Bamburgh
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Written on the back of the above photo:
Dear Cousins, Just a few lines in which to wish you 
and your dear ones all the happiness in the coming 
Christmas tide that true hearts can desire.  Am 
happy to tell you that Kate [Catherine Anderson 
Towell Robson (1854-1939)] keeps in capital health 
and is ever busy.  I only wish you were not so far 
removed from us.  Your loving Coz.  J. W. Robson 
[John William Robson (1852-1912)]

William Robson
b. 22 September 1823
d. 13 February 1893

Father of John William Robson (1852-1912)
He was a shipwright.  

His father, Thomas Robson, was a baker.
Information from his marriage certificate 

to Sarah Logan on 10 December 1849)

For pages 69-77,
refer to page 23 for 
relationship charts 
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[From Isabel Robson (1878–1934)]
128 Farnworth Street  Liverpool
April 5th, 1912
Dear Auntie Katie [Catherine Seton Walker 
Gymer (1852–1935) first cousin once removed],

You will get a shock when you get this 
letter to hear poor Da [John William Robson 
(1852–1912)] died on the 3rd of April at 1:00 
o’clock in the afternoon.  Da had not been 
well for a long time he went off his food and 
was just taking milk bengers food and beef 
wine that the doctor ordered and Da seemed 
to be getting a little better from the gastritis 
and went with Ma [Catherine Anderson Towell 
Robson (1855–1939)] down to see the doctor 
just a week yesterday and it was such a bitter 
cold day and a strong wind was blowing and 
Da was very weak and the Dr. came on. Da 
had a bad cough and on Monday it turned 
to pneumonia and Da had no strength left to 
fight against that.  Ma nursed him all the three 
days he was in bed and kept up wonderfully.  
Logan [Logan Robson (1885–1968)] was just 
with Ma when Da passed away.  Logan came 
down to tell me Da had just smiled and gone.  
I could not believe it.  I was hurrying up 
getting finished, never dreaming the end was 
so near.  It was 
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very peaceful. Ma said it was far better for him now away from all the pain and suffering but 
it is hard for Ma and us all feeling so lonely and sad now.  The funeral is going to be tomorrow 
Sat. at 4. o’clock at West Derby.  Da is going to be laid beside 

Uncle Axel and our two dear little brothers Axel [Axel Laurentius Robson (1895–1896)] 
and Norman [Norman Robson (1900–1906)].  Ma, not going to the cemetery, no ladies, just all 
our boys and a few friends.  

You will be surprised to hear Jack [John Robson (1890–1945)] left home on the 1st of 
March to be an English teacher there in a school at Brussels, Belgium.  He was not satisfied at 
the school here so he got this appointment abroad.  We all felt him going away very much and 
Da was very poorly when Jack went and looked so sad about it.  He will not be able to come 
for the funeral. It takes a lot of money to come from there.  

Poor Ma has no boys left now Auntie, just Freda [Annie Freda Robson (1892–1950)] and 
Elsie and I at home now.  Such changes in a short time.  

Poor Uncle Fred [Frederick James Towell (1863–1912)] died on 28th March just the week 
before Da died.  He was on duty at the new Quay, North Shields. He burst a blood vessel and 
expired at the custom house. That was a sudden call home. Da was so upset when he got the 
word from Uncle Alf [Alfred Robson Towell (1872-1934)] because they were 
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such pals together years ago.  
Ettie [Henrietta Robson (1898-1962)] in Austrailia is getting on very well she is in her town 

house near Wenmouth. Villa Castlemaine is her address.  It will be a long time before she 
gets the bad news of Fred’s death first and then the week after of Da.  He was so good to Ettie 
helping her with all the business before she sailed.  

I often think of that day, Auntie, you left us.  Poor Da was not allowed to come on board 
because he had no ticket and you came to the gangway and you hugged and kissed each other 
while Ma and I and Ettie were on board.  

Ma says she can’t realize Da has gone.  We have had such a far lot of people in seeing Da.  
He looks so handsome just as if he was asleep.  Logan went down to the Society to tell them 
the sad news. Da was president of the club. Logan said many were the glowing tributes paid to 
his departed Father.  Everyone liked Da.  He was always a favorite and a gentleman.  

Ma did not feel like writing Auntie, but I have to thank you for the photograph sent of 
your husband [George Augustus Gordon Gayden Gymer (1857–1920)].  
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It was very good indeed.  Da was often talking about answering your last letter but he was 
not his usual for a long time past now.  His last letter was to Alf at Shields saying how sorry he 
was about Fred.  

Well Auntie, I hope you are all keeping well and your grandson [Winton Seton Hancock 
(1910–1983)] will be getting big now.  You will all be very proud of him I know. 

Ma is keeping up very well. Freda has a school on Northcote Rd. It is a long way from 
here.  She has to take 2 cars to get to it. Ettie will be 14 years of age on the 14th of April.  She 
be ready for leaving school. I hope she will be lucky and get something to do to help Ma.  

We have been a long time in this house Auntie but it is too big for us now.  We may have 
to leave after a while if we can find a comfortable house.  Ma and I will have to get out now the 
weather is getting finer.

Hoping to hear from you. We all send our love to you, Auntie. From 
 Isabel [Isabel Robson (1878-1934)]
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[From Catherine Anderson Towell Robson (1855–1939)]
 128 Farnworth Street
 June 12th  1912
My Dear Cousin Kate [Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852–1935)].

We have been wondering, why you had not wrote to us.  This morning Isabel’s [Isabel 
Robson (1878–1934)] letter, came back from California, the one she wrote telling you about 
my Dear John William’s [John William Robson (1853–1912)] death. Oh Katie, I did not write 
to anyone.  I left it all to Isabel and the rest.  You know how I loved him and it has been very 
hard to part.  But I have kept up and I am trying to do my best.  We know we have all have 
that to come to that day. And I pray I may soon meet all my dear ones again.

Perhaps you have had a letter from Eliza [Catherine Eliza French Lishman (1850–1917)] 
ere this then you will have had the news about William Elsdon [William Ford Elsdon (1845–
1912)], Cousin Jenny’s [Jane Elizabeth French Elsdon (born 1847)] husband, he had not been 
so well but he was just his usual.  I think, he was at work on the Thursday, he died in bed on 
God Friday morning, April 5th from Jenny she got a terrible shock.   Mr. Lishman [Thomas 
Lishman (1851–1918)] wrote and told us he got the news just as they returned from John 
Williams’s funeral.
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On March 28th our Fred [Frederick James Towell (1863–1912)] got up and had his 
breakfast as usual and went down to Duty at the Customs ay North Shields.  Burst a blood 
vessel and died.  It was very sad.  I hope his poor wife [Mary Alice Allan Garrick Towell (1863–
1938)] is keeping well and friends will keep with her and help her.  Fred left 2 of his own 
children, Nellie [Ellen May Towell (born 1902)] and Harry [Henry Trotter Towell (1904–1956)].  
I saw them when I was last in Shields they were---- ----, and she had 2 or 3 children [Mary 
Alice Garrick (born 1886), Joseph H Garrick (born 1888), Edward A Garrick ( born 1890), John 
William Garrick (born 1894)] of her own.  She was a widow [to Robert Garrick (1857–1897)] 
when Fred married her.  

We have had a letter from Alfred [Alfred Robson Towell (1872–1934)] but he does not 
give us much news. Lizzie [Elizabeth Carr Towell (born 1877)] his wife, has been very ill with 
pleurisy,  the beginning of the year, but she is better.  I like Lizzie very much. She talked a lot 
about you Katie when she was here seeing Ettie.  

She [Ettie] got a terrible shock when the letter reached her in Australia.  She say’s she 
stood and looked at it, dare scarcely open it.  When she got the news about the three death’s 
she say’s she has never got over it.  She feels bad yet.
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Your last letter to us, Katie, was such a nice cheery one. And John Wm. did enjoy it.  All 
about your little grandson being born on a Sunday, and you were born on a Sunday, and 
John Wm. was born on a Sunday.  He would have been 60 on the 23 of May.  And your dear 
little Winton Seaton was 2 years old on the 9th of Jan. last  - Bless him.  I hope he will have 
a long and useful happy life.  I had only one little son born in Jan. the 5th, 1895, Axel [Axel 
Laurentius Robson (1895–1896)].  Named after Fanny’s hubby and he died in the same year 
as Fanny’s husband and is buried in the same grave.  He was a fine sturdy child.  It was scarlet 
fever that finished him.  There are only 4 females at home now.  Our Jack [John Robson (1890–
1945)] is away in Brussels.  We do miss him.  I am still staying here.  I like the old house and I 
feel as if Da was still near me.  Perhaps, I may get some one to stay and help with the rent for I 
have the front bedroom and parlor we can do without.  Ettie could leave school now but I do 
not know what to send her to.  So she is just at school yet.
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Mr. Gymer’s photo is excellent.  We thank you very much for it and we were glad to hear 
of his success and hope he will do well.  Is he Doctor of Medicine? Tell us in your next.  

Harry [Henry Stanley Robson (1877–1943)] and Lizzie [Margaret Elizabeth Mary Lishman 
(1881–1964)] and their 2 children [Catherine Eliza Robson (1908-1969) and Harry Stanley 
Robson (1909–2003)] are all right.  They were here to tea last Wednesday.  Stanley is a bonnie 
child. All the 7 grandchildren are coming on nicely and all the Mother’s and Father’s are well.  
It was Isabel’s birthday yesterday the 28th of June.  

I hope your Estelle and her hubby are well.  Gladys [Kate Gladys Robson (1888–1973)] 
often talks about her and sends her kindest love.  

Mr. Lishman [Thomas Lishman (1850–1918)] is keeping very well now he takes life easy 
and its beautiful air at Whitley Bay.  Everything is in his favour.  I hope he will be spared to 
them all.  

My dear Cousin, I am sending just the letter back to you as it came so you will see Isabel’s 
mistake. 
With very best love I remain 
Your loving Cousin,  Kate Robson [Catherine Anderson Towell Robson (1855–1939)]

Written on the back of the photo
Gladys nee Robson [Kate Gladys 

Rosbon Johnston (1888-1973)]
William Johnston [b. 1884]

Mr & Mrs Johnston
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25 King Street
North Shields
Dec. 10, 1914

Dear Mrs. Gymer,
Rent statement, vouchers and money 

order herewith, I trust you will find all in 
order.  Glad to say we are all keeping very 
well at present and hope you are all the 
same.

What terrible news we are continually 
hearing of the Great European War.  
One shudders at the particulars of the 
great massacres, and the destruction of 
innocents and other barbarities.

Hope it may soon come to an end.
Kind Regards,
Yours sincerely,  Albert Carter

Kindly sign and return the enclosed 
duplicate:
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73 Park Crescent
North Shields
Dec 12th 1914
Dear Cousin Kate,
 You will be surprized to 
see Tad in uniform.  He was one of 
the first to be called up for service.  
I hope you are all keeping well.  
With best respects from all.
 I am yours Truly.  A Wood
Adam Ramsay “Taddie” Wood 
[1863-1945]  (cousin)

I sent a photo of my house, & my grandson in front of the porch and
I am standing on the porch  today Dec 10th 1915
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Northumberland, England
82 Stephenson St.

North Shields
Jan. 19th, 1915

Dear Cousin, [Catherine Seton Walker Gymer]
Received your card and so pleased to hear from 

you.  It was more than I deserved and pleased to 
hear you had recovered from your illness, blood 
poison is very serious.  It takes a time to get rid of it.  
I had not heard anything of it although I see Alice 
Wood very often.  Her father was a Volunteer 

so he was called up for service only for Home 
defense.  You will see, I expect, by the papers that 
we are going through very strenuous times.  There 
has been an Air raid at Yarmouth this week: a few 
persons killed not so severe as the bombardments of 
Hartlepool & Scarborough.  There were 114 killed at 
Hartlepool and about 300 seriously injured, 

mostly women and children.  It was a dastardly 
crime but we may expect anything after the 
atrocities in Belgium.  We expected them paying us 
a visit but they passed us by.  It would be very well 
if it was over.  There has been great loss of life.  All 
the family are keeping well.  Mollie has a baby girl a 
month old.  She was very ill at the time but has had 
very good health since.  Hoping your family are all 
keeping well and that you are quite recovered.
Your Loving cousin,  Kate
[Catherine Isabella Carr Wray (1858–1949)]
A cousin of Catherine Gymer, Winton’s Grandmother

Mrs. Catherine Wray [Catherine Isabella “Kate” 
Carr Wray (1858–1949)]
82 Stephenson Street
North Shields
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Catherine Anderson Wilkinson
1814-1899

married
George Seton Walker

1804-1860

Mary Ann Wilkinson
1826 - 1897

married
Thomas Carr

1819-1895

Catherine Seton Walker
1852-1935

married
George A G G Gymer

1857-1920

Catherine Isabella “Kate” Carr
1858 - 1949

married
Jasper Wray
1851-1887

first
cousins

sisters

Francis Wilkinson       married       Catherine Anderson
1792-1835                                              1791-1877
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Dear cousin, 
   Will send you some papers 
which I hope you will get as I 
have sent Fred several & they 
have not got them.  Your houses 
look quite smart.  They have 
been painted & done up.  Mrs. A. 
is still living in one.
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“With the Colors”    YMCA
A.P.O. 713

August 24, 1918
Mrs. Catherine Gymer
Mrs. Estelle Hancock
San Diego, Calif.

Mye dear Aunt and Cousin,
 I wrote you a letter about 3 months ago 
but having received no reply thought I would 
try again.  I suppose something must have 
happened to the mail.
 Am not much of a hand to write so do not 
like to lose one, but you are probably aware 
that letter writing is not my forte as it had been 
about 9 years since I wrote you.  Have been a 
perfectly good boy for all that though, have not 
been in jail or anything I just could not write. 
That’s all.
 Have been in the army a year and before I 
joined I was 

was working for the S.P.Co. before that I worked 
in mines, smelters, and sawmills so I have a 
perfectly good 5 yr. personal record with 5 yrs. 
service with the R.R.
 Have been in good health and have enjoyed 
the most of my experiences in the army and also 
in France, had a 7 day furlough to Marseille and 
stopped over in Lyons, Didjon and a few other 
towns enroute.  Got a better idea of the country 
than I had before but I don’t think France would 
hold me long if they would turn me lose here 
after peace has been declared.
 If you did not get the other letter I suppose 
you would wonder why I should write now, but 
it seems that my girl got anxious about me and 
wrote the Adjt. Gen. Office for the address that I 
left in case anything happened to me and I had 
given the address that I thought was yours and 
I thought right and she wrote to you and to me 
and that is the reason.

August 1918:  Letter to 
Catherine Gymer from 
George Francis Gymer
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 Am not well enough acquainted with my 
relations to know what to write so I will have to 
write about myself that’s all ways a very interesting 
subject but a subject very easily exhausted.  Oh yes, 
I never gave you a description of myself here it is 
according to military plans weight 170 lbs., height 
5ft 9in. hair brown, eyes brown, complexion light, I 
remember sending some pictures of myself to you I 
believe but will try and send one from here that is of 
course if you would have it, I have lost the pictures 
that you were kind enough to send me some years 
ago but have a pretty good recollection of how they 
looked still I would be very much obliged if you 
could send me a photo of you two.
 Have rambled about enough 

for this time so will close, hoping to hear from you 
soon.
                      Your intimate relations
                       Sgt. G.F. Walker
                       487 Aero Const. Sqdn.
                        A.P.O.  713
                         American E. F.
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Camp Curry, Calif. 
in the Yosemite National Park

May 25, 1919
Dear Mother:

At last we have reached Yosemite 
Valley.  Got here this evening  about 
7p.m. and after having a course dinner 
in an immense dining room, we rented 
a tent with two double beds. ($4 a day, 
meals included)  Guess we won’t stay 
more than a month or two unless some 
rich relation leaves us a million.  This 
is a wonderful place and the cliffs rise 
hundreds of feet above our heads and 
immense pine trees all around us.  I 
can’t tell you much in a letter but I’ll 
have lots to tell when I get home.  We 
plan to see the big tress as we leave the 
Valley.  There are hundreds of deer in 
the Valley and they stand still until 
you get quite close.  We took some 
snapshots of 

them; hope the pictures will be good.
 So the Amos family have 
moved?  Well I suppose they thought 
that they could do with less room.  
Someone always seems to leave, one of 
the houses when we take a trip.  We are 
going to be back by the 29th if possible.  
Hope you received our letters and 
postcards written before this.  Winton 
is writing a letter too.  Guess I’ll close 
now as we are very tired after our long 
trip today and we intend to get up early 
tomorrow morning and see Mirror 
Lake as the sun comes up on it.  Love to 
you both, 
Estelle
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Letter from Winton…May 25, 1920 

Front – PERSONAL – Mrs. C. Gymer
                                      San Diego, Calif.

Dear Grandma,

I cannot write very well because I have a bum 
pen.  I am at Camp Curry, Calif. In Yosemite 
National Park and we are in the middle of it.  
If I am not mistaken we are going to Mirror 
Lake in the morning.  Love to all and many 
kisses for you. I am only writing a note so I 
will have to close for now because the end of 
my page has come 

(back side)  but I will close on this side.

Good bye,

Your loving son, 
  Winton S. H.
P.S. Extra Kisses
     XXXX
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Helen Brown, Secretary
Brown & Dauser Co.

Lumber Planing & Grist Mill
Doors, Sash, Moulding & General Mill Work

Lime, Cement & Brick
Branch Yards at La Habra and Brea, Cal.

Fullerton, Calif. Sept. 15th, 1921
Mrs. Catherine Gymer
1256 Tenth St.
San Diego, Cal.

Dear Madam:
 I received your letter of the 14th inst. today and 
thank you very much for the reply.  I find from the 
war records that George Francis Walker (Geo. F. 
Walker) enlisted Aug. 27th at Fort McDowell and 
served in the 131st Ero Squadron.  He was in France 
for about one and a half years and was discharged 
at Camp Kennedy, May 26th, 1919.  He gave his 
address upon discharge as Dunsmuir, California.  
His birth tallies with the records that I now have in 
my possession and he gave on enlistment the name 
of Mrs. Catherine Gymer, his aunt, San Diego, Calif.  
as the person to be notified in case of emergency.  
I will later tell you why I ask these questions.  I 
have been hunting for him, advertising all over the 
country, for the last ten years.  I assure that it is in 
his own interests that I am asking these questions.  I 
would like as much information in detail as you can 
possibly give me.
 Again thanking you four kind reply and 
trusting that I may hear from you at the earliest 
possible date, I remain,

Yours very truly, W.T. Brown 

Outside envelope – 
Brown & Dauser Co.
201 S. Pomona Ave.
Fullerton, Calif.

Sep 1921: Letter to 
Catherine Gymer from 

William T. Brown
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Fullerton, Calif., October 17, 1921

Mr. George Francis Walker [b. 1889, son of 
George Seton Walker (1855-1896) and Sadie],
Sisson, Calif.

Dear Mr. Walker:
Your letter of October 12th received and I 

want to thank you for the prompt reply.  You 
will doubtless think that my inquiries have 
seemed strange and mysterious but I wanted 
to make sure that you were the man that I was 
looking for before I made know my object.

 For some reason you and your sister 
Katherine [Katherine Walker Fraser Roskelley 

(1892-1966)] were sent to the Children’s Home Society in Los Angeles.  Katherine was placed 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fraser [Thomas Fraser b. 1835 in Canada] of Santa Ana 
who took care of her, and on the death of Mrs. Fraser [Mary b. 1837 in Canada] (Mr. Fraser 
having died some years before) she was left without a home.  We took and kept her until she 
was old enough to enter the Santa Ana Hospital from which she graduated with honors.  She 
was not satisfied with that so she went to Los Angeles and entered the Angelus Hospital and 
took her post graduate course and is now one of the best trained nurses in the country, has 
all the work she can do and with the best patients.  When she gets tired out she comes home 
with us for a rest.  She is a fine woman and worthy of you and from the information I have 
been able to obtain of you, I think you are worthy of her.  From the enclosed faded little slip 
of paper you will be able to see the very slim clue that I have had to work on and the hunt has 
extended over a period of fourteen years.  About two years ago I despaired of ever finding 
you and then told Katherine that she had a brother somewhere, if he is living.  From that 
time on we have jointly been trying to find you.  I had never told her of your existence before. 
I wanted to find you and know that you were worthy of her before I told her that she had a 
brother.  Some months ago we learned from a friend of Katherine’s, who took up the search, 
that the War Dept., at Washington and from what information was given, I wrote to your aunt 
Mrs. Gymer [Catherine Seton Walker Gymer (1852-1935)], at San Diego, but she could give 
me no information since you visited her something like 2 years ago.  I then took up the search 
through the Masonic Lodge at Dunsmuir with happy results.  The slip of paper is a copy of the 
records of the Children’s Home Society of Los Angeles and was all that I could get from the 
home or from the letter Mr. Rice, who placed you both with the Children’s Home Society, but 
he could not tell me where he took you from.  He was a man then over eighty years of age but 
thought it was from some point between Santa Monica and San Diego.  I advertised in all the 
papers in all the towns mentioned, visited and talked with all the 
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“old timers” who would be likely to have known 
either your father or your mother.  I advertised 
in all the principal papers of Iowa but was never 
able to get a trace of you until the information 
through the War Dept.

Katherine’s address is:
Miss. Katherine Fraser
Clair Apts.    
2207 West Eleventh St.
Los Angeles, Calif.

I hope that you will be able to arrange for 
a leave of absence from your work and come 
down and visit your sister.  Come to our home 
at Fullerton and we will have Katherine come 
down, and our home and our car are at your 
service during your stay.

Very Truly Yours,
W.T. Brown [William T. Brown (1852-1933)]

Copy of the information 
from the Children’s Home .

“George Francis Walker, born April 22nd, 
1889, father George Seaton Walker, mother, 
Mrs. Lade Walker.  About 1894 this boy, George 
Francis was taken from the Children’s Home 
Society by parents and sent to his grandparents 
to some point in Iowa, no name given, either 
town or  county.”

Note from W.T.Brown –
Dear Mrs. Gymer:  This  will help explain to 

you and your daughter, what seemed mysterious 
questions from me, any information you can 
give me about Katherine’s relatives will be duly  
appreciated by both her and me.  10/17/21

George Francis Walker (1888-1950), 
son of George Seton Walker (1855-1896)
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21st Nov 1921
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22nd November 1921
Mrs. C. Gymer
  1240 Tenth Street
    San Diego, California, U.S.A/

Dear Mrs. Gymer,

Re: 43 & 46 East Stephenson St.  N.S.
I have this morning received the 

enclosed letter from Messr. Reed Ryder 
& Meikle, and hasten to forward same 
for your consideration, and presume 
you will have no difficulty in supplying 
the further particulars asked for, which 
I talked, are necessary to give a clear 
legal title to the purchaser.

It does seem a pity that such 
trouble has arisen in regard to these 
small houses.

I also enclose the Solicitors’ receipt, 
omitted inadvertently from my last.
 Awaiting your reply.
 Yours faithfully,
 J.G. Thompson
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1240 10th St.
San Diego, Calif., U.S.A.

January 19, 1922
Mr. J.G. Thompson
Hawkwell Stamfordham
    near Newcastle on Tyne

Dear Mr. Thompson,
Your letter of Nov. 22, 1921 received also 

together with letter from Messrs. Reed, Ryder 
and Meikle.

My delay in answering was caused by lack of 
time to look things up among my old papers as 
it was the holiday season and I had company and 
other business here to attend to.

It was not very easy to answer off hand 
the second question of Messer’s Reed, Ryder 
and Meikles’ memorandum as my mother had 
thirteen children.  Most of whom died in infancy 
and before I was born.  

However, I am enclosing a copy taken from 
mothers family bible give the date and place, 
where each child was born and died, etc.  All 
were born in North Shields I believe.

My mother survived all of her children with 
the exception of myself so you see at the time of 
my mother’s death, I was her legal heir at law.

Mr. Rogerson has nothing whatever to do 
with the property in question as there was a 
marriage settlement to that effect before my 
mother married him.

There is no question of my rightful 
ownership to this property and everything was 
settled and proved before I left England after my 
mother’s death.

I am sorry and very much surprised.
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March 12th 1922
March 16th 1922

Postmarked:
North Shields

22 Jan 24
Received Feb. 11th 1924

Sent Xmas Card
Dec 18th 1925

in answer to letter
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52 Park Crescent
North Shields
January 21st, 1924

Dear Cousin Kate
I expect you think I’m a poor 

correspondent.  I admit it.  My excuse is 
work.  For after the war was finished our 
business was wrecked, all our connections 
scattered, other people doing work we had 
done for years.  So you see, we have had a 
worrying and anxious 4 years.  Now I am 
pleased to say we have turned the corner of 
adversity, and are again in full swing.  So I 
hope you will excuse me for my negligence.  
Of course it has meant hard work.  But then 
hard work is good for you providing you have 
good health.  Which I am pleased to say I am 
possessed of.  Sorry to say I can’t say that of 
all ours  

as the grand-child has been very ill indeed 
as well as my wife so you may guess we have 
had a very sad Yule-tide.  Glad to say they 
are both recovering nicely now so perhaps 
as spring time is coming the return of fine 
weather may put them right again.  For we’ve 
had a very serve winter indeed.  

Sorry to hear your eye sight is so bad.  I 
often see Kate Carr [Catherine Isabella “Kate” 
Carr Wray (1858–1949)].  Her eyesight must 
be bad as well as she never recognizes me.  

Polly lives not far from where we live.  
But of course we often have a crack.  She 
seems to be very comfortable.  The rest of our 
relations we never see.  

I often think of the last time you were 
over and how you seemed to enjoy the music.  
But if you were seeing and hearing them now, 
what with drums, cymbals, piano, 
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violins, flute, etc. and of course jazz music, your opinion would be the same as mine.  You’d 
like the old time music best.  But I suppose they’ll have to follow the times.  For as you’ll know 
its all jazz now and noise.  Oh well.  We still have our home orchestra and a better pastime will 
be difficult to find.  I hope this finds you and the rest of your family in good health.  Enclosed 
photo of grandchild and youngest daughter.

From your loving Cousin, Taddie

Elsie Wood (born 1904) dated 1924
Lived in Kirkcubright, Scotland in 1935
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September 12, 1935
Dear Cousin Kate and Family,

Just a few lines from your yearly correspondent.  To letter 
you know.  That although I’m such a ‘bad one’ (which I frankly 
admit), none of you are forgotten.  I assure you that when we are 
all together your names crop up.  Wondering how you all are.  

Nothing here ever happens of interest.  The same old gait.  
“Get along little donkey”  But there’s that consolation “so far” we 
all keep our health which is good.  At home now there is only 
three of us: mother, father, and son, Fred, so we have plenty of 
elbow room now.  Only one grandchild (Alice’s) who is now 15 
years old.  Good kid.  Did well in all exams, Newcastle College.  
Short hand, typing, etc.  And for the last 6 months has a good 
situation in an engineering office on the river side.  British 
Engines Ltd, where she seems to be quite O.K.  

Elsie our youngest and her husband are now in Scotland, 
(Kirkcubright) where his firm have work to do.  We expect them 
here for Xmas or New Year, of course they’ll not be able to have 
a settled home, having to go wherever the job is.  Diggings 

always.  I don’t know how she sticks it, but she appears to be 
happy.  So that’s everything. Annie [his wife, Ann Marshall Wood 
(b. 1867)] and I went down to her place for a fortnight’s holiday 
we enjoyed it immensely.  And found everything and everybody 
very comfortable.  A very interesting country side both in 
history and scenery.  

Rest of family gathers up Friday night every week.  With the 
old folks at home.  To be continued next week.  

Our old town has the appearance of having been bombed.  
Whole of lower town pulled down – new houses springing 
up like mushrooms all over in the suburbs.  Newcastle to 
Tynemouth just about linked up.  “Ah well!”  Suppose its all 
work.  Although personally I am sorry to see some of the grand 
old homely places being scrapped.  Enough I’m a (has been) 
myself.  Hope your daughter will let us know how you all are.
Your affectionate Cousin, Taddie
From –
A.R. Wood
52 Park Crescent
North Shields
Northumberland, England
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Adam Ramsay “Taddie” Wood 
[1863-1945] 
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estimated 1900
Dear Cousin,
Just a few lines together with this view 
of Auld Shields.  All well with us here, 
hoping it’s the same with you.
  Your Cousins 
   and Family
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From
  Mrs. Patterson
  Bamburgh
  Northumberland
      England

Bamborough, S.S.
Wishing you a happy new Year.
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)

Information from George A. Gymer sent to his wife to prepare for her travel home.

Lindisfarne Castle (Holy Island) Guilt int he 16th Century
Near Berwick upon-Tweed, Northumberland, England

Only accessable at low tide.
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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Taken by Sep Park, Photographer
July 23rd 1909.

A friend of Col. Taddy Wood.  While I was 
visiting No. Shields, England.
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Estelle with Winton
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FRANCIS J. “FRANK” WALKER (1840-1886)
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Estelle Gymer
in Bambro, Belford, Northumberland

September 1893
J. Charlton Photographer in Morpeth

A Rabbit’s Tale
From Mr. Laing

Bambro
To Estelle S. Gymer

Xmas 1895
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Estelle Gymer
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Estelle Seton Gymer Hancock
on her wedding day

27 July 1908
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Henry Harrison Hancock
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Henry Hancock and crew 
at apartments he built at 

NW corner of 9th and B streets, San Diego.
Arrow indicates Henry
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Catheirne, Winton and Estelle

Estelle in front of the Winton House with the
1916 Marmon



130

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK

Estelle and Winton shining up the 1916 Marmon.

Catherine Seton Walker Gymer and Estelle Seton Gymer Hancock
Going on an outing
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Dad [Henry Harrison Hancock] at wheel with 1915 Cadillac.  He had four cars with drivers 
going to Mexico in those days.  There were few private cars, few buses and no taxis.  He 
averaged $50-$60 a day which was much moola in those times, about 1914-1916.  These cars 
then cost second hand as much as two to three thousand each. W written by Winton
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Henry and Mayme and Faye Hancock at marriage to Mayme (1888-1951).
27 January 1940
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Henry Harrison Hancock with his siter,
Willie Florence Hancock Gearheart 

(1889-1964)

Two of Henry Harrison Hancock’s sisters

Mary Etta Duncan Hancock (1850-1946)
Mother of Henry Harrison Hancock
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Mayme, Henry’s second 
wife tragically died in a car 
accident in 1951.  
Henry’s third wife 
was widow Ida Marie 
Johansson Madsen, born 
in Denmark, living in 
San Diego. 
In 1956, not long after Ida’s 
and Henry’s marriage, 
Henry passed away.
Ida moved back to 
Denmark and relinquished 
her rights to the cemetery 
plots at Mount Hope.



137

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



138

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



139

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



140

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



141

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



142

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



143

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



144

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



145

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK



146

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK

Above - Winton at Lincoln School
First row, second from the right

San Diego California
22 April 1919

Right - Passport photos
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Grade 7 Lincoln School, San Diego 14 Feb 1922
Winton is back row, second from left
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Winton and Mickey
10th Avenue

San Diego, California  
December 1926  

6 feet 1 and half inches
182 lbs

16 years 11 months old



150

PHOTOS FROM THE TRUNK

Winton Seton Hancock
in his early years
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Leslie Faye Hite (1914-1974) and
Winton Seton Hancock

(1910-1983)
1937 Wedding Photo

Henry, Faye and Winton Hancock
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Winton played organ and piano
at various clubs throughout the years.

He hosted a Talent Presentation at
The Hut which later became the

Bali Hai, Shelter Island.
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Stefni Hancock [Schwappach] (b. 1938), 
Tony Hancock (b. 1945) 

and Leslie Hancock [Burner] (b. 1947)

Merry Christmas from the Hancocks
about 1952
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August 1937 - Station 13
Herschel & Wall Street, La Jolla, California

Crosswaite, Hancock, Sirl, Spencer

Captain Winton Hancock
Engine Co. 13

25 January 1950
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Winton Seton Hancock
married

Nancy Jane Ellis
(b. 1926)

on
21 December 1958

Divorced March 1969
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